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Chushingura (The Treasury of Loyal Retainers), also known as the story of the
Forty-Six (or Forty-Seven) Ronin, is the most famous and perenially popular of
all Japanese dramas. Written around 1748 as a puppet play, it is now better know
in Kabuki performances. In the twentieth century, cinema and television versions
have been equally successful. Donald Keene here presents a complete translation
of the original text, with notes and an introduction that increase the reader's
comprehension and enjoyment of the play. The introduction also elucidates the
idea of loyalty. This traditional virtue, as exemplified in Chushingura, has never
completely lost its hold on audiences, in spite of twentieth-century changes in
Japanese society and moral ideas. Moreover, as Professor Keene points out, the
excitement, color and violence expressed in the play may be considered the
counterpoint to the austere restraint and understatement which are more
commonly thought to be "traditionally" Japanese.
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Chushingura (The Treasury of Loyal Retainers), also known as the story of the Forty-Six (or Forty-Seven)
Ronin, is the most famous and perenially popular of all Japanese dramas. Written around 1748 as a puppet
play, it is now better know in Kabuki performances. In the twentieth century, cinema and television versions
have been equally successful. Donald Keene here presents a complete translation of the original text, with
notes and an introduction that increase the reader's comprehension and enjoyment of the play. The
introduction also elucidates the idea of loyalty. This traditional virtue, as exemplified in Chushingura, has
never completely lost its hold on audiences, in spite of twentieth-century changes in Japanese society and
moral ideas. Moreover, as Professor Keene points out, the excitement, color and violence expressed in the
play may be considered the counterpoint to the austere restraint and understatement which are more
commonly thought to be "traditionally" Japanese.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Through his graceful, resourceful translations and his elegant, exhaustive scholarly books, [Keene] is almost
single-handedly responsible for the current popularity of Japanese literature in English-speaking countries." -
- "The New Yorker"

From the Back Cover
Chushingura (The Treasury of Loyal Retainers), also known as the story of the Forty-Six (or Forty-Seven)
Ronin, is the most famous and perenially popular of all Japanese dramas. Written around 1748 as a puppet
play, it is now better know in Kabuki performances. In the twentieth century, cinema and television versions
have been equally successful. Donald Keene here presents a complete translation of the original text, with
notes and an introduction that increase the reader's comprehension and enjoyment of the play. The
introduction also elucidates the idea of loyalty. This traditional virtue, as exemplified in Chushingura, has
never completely lost its hold on audiences, in spite of twentieth-century changes in Japanese society and
moral ideas. Moreover, as Professor Keene points out, the excitement, color and violence expressed in the
play may be considered the counterpoint to the austere restraint and understatement which are more
commonly thought to be "traditionally" Japanese.

About the Author

Donald Keene is Shincho Professor of Japanese Literature and University Professor Emeritus at Columbia
University. He is also President of the Donald Keene Foundation of Japanese Culture.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sharon Chacko:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Chushingura (The Treasury of Loyal Retainers): A
Puppet Play. Try to make book Chushingura (The Treasury of Loyal Retainers): A Puppet Play as your
friend. It means that it can being your friend when you sense alone and beside associated with course make
you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you more confidence
because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we should make new experience along with
knowledge with this book.

Carlos McNerney:

The book Chushingura (The Treasury of Loyal Retainers): A Puppet Play make one feel enjoy for your spare
time. You should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can being your best friend
when you getting strain or having big problem with your subject. If you can make looking at a book
Chushingura (The Treasury of Loyal Retainers): A Puppet Play being your habit, you can get considerably



more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You can
know everything if you like open up and read a e-book Chushingura (The Treasury of Loyal Retainers): A
Puppet Play. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other people. So ,
how do you think about this guide?

Cheryl Alexander:

The feeling that you get from Chushingura (The Treasury of Loyal Retainers): A Puppet Play is a more deep
you digging the information that hide in the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to be aware of but Chushingura (The Treasury of Loyal Retainers): A Puppet Play
giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in particular way that can be
understood by anyone who read the idea because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This
kind of book also makes your vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go to you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having that Chushingura (The Treasury of
Loyal Retainers): A Puppet Play instantly.

Cheryl Burnett:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you is Chushingura (The Treasury of Loyal Retainers): A Puppet Play this guide consist a
lot of the information in the condition of this world now. That book was represented how do the world has
grown up. The language styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer
made some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of you.
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