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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Just what sort of book is Flaubert's Parrot, anyway? A literary biography of 19th-century French novelist,
radical, and intellectual impresario Gustave Flaubert? A meditation on the uses and misuses of language? A
novel of obsession, denial, irritation, and underhanded connivery? A thriller complete with disguises,
sleuthing, mysterious meetings, and unknowing targets? An extended essay on the nature of fiction itself?

On the surface, at first, Julian Barnes's book is the tale of an elderly English doctor's search for some
intriguing details of Flaubert's life. Geoffrey Braithwaite seems to be involved in an attempt to establish
whether a particularly fine, lovely, and ancient stuffed parrot isin fact one originally "borrowed by G.
Flaubert from the Museum of Rouen and placed on his worktable during the writing of Un coeur simple,
whereit is called Loulou, the parrot of Felicité, the principal character of the tale."

What begins as adroll and intriguing excursion into the minutiae of Flaubert's life and intellect, along with
an attempt to solve the small puzzle of the parrot--or rather parrots, for there are two competing for the title
of Gustave's avian confrere--soon devolves into something obscure and worrisome, the exploration of an
arcane Braithwaite obsession that is perhaps even pathological. The first hint we have that all isnot asit
seems comes almost halfway into the book, when after a humorously cantankerous account of the
inadequacies of literary critics, Braithwaite closes a chapter by saying, "Now do you understand why | hate
critics? | could try and describe to you the expression in my eyes at this moment; but they are far too
discoloured with rage." And from that point, things just get more and more curious, until they end in the
most unexpected bang.

One passage perhaps best describes the overall effect of this extraordinary story: "Y ou can defineanet in
one of two ways, depending on your point of view. Normally, you would say that it is a meshed instrument
designed to catch fish. But you could, with no great injury to logic, reverse the image and define the net asa
jocular lexicographer once did: he called it a collection of holestied together with string." Julian Barnes
demonstratesthat it is possible to catch quite an interesting fish no matter how you define the net. --Andrew
Himes

Review

"Delightful and enriching... A book to revel in" -- Joseph Heller "A gem: an unashamed literary novel that is
also unashamed to be readable, and broadly entertaining. Bravo!" -- John Irving "Endless food for thought,

beautifully written... A tour de force" -- Germaine Greer "Unputdownable... A mesmeric origina" -- Philip
Larkin "A wry and graceful book... Unfailingly sharp and often very funny" Sunday Times

From the Inside Flap
A kind of detective story, relating a cranky amateur scholar's search for the truth about Gustave Flaubert, and
the obsession of this detective whose life seemsto oddly mirror those of Flaubert's characters.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Trevor Cianciolo:

The knowledge that you get from Flaubert's Parrot is the more deep you looking the information that hide



into the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise
but Flaubert's Parrot giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article author conveystheir point in particular
way that can be understood simply by anyone who read it because the author of this book iswell-known
enough. That book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then
can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this kind of
Flaubert's Parrot instantly.

Robert Bartlett:

Y ou will get this Flaubert's Parrot by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it
could to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various.
Not only by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era such as
now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your
own personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Elvis Quinlan:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Flaubert's Parrot was colourful and of course has
pictures on there. As we know that book Flaubert's Parrot has many kinds or style. Start from kids until
youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on
there. Therefore, not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and
unwind. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that.

Lisa Vazquez:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. Y ou can get it by world wide web on social media. Y ou can
choose the very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It isreferred to as
of book Flaubert's Parrot. Y ou can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it may add
your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most crucia that, you must aware about e-book.
It can bring you from one place to other place.
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