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A strikingly new account of the impact of the French Revolution in Paris,
across the French countryside, and around the globe

The French Revolution has fascinated, perplexed, and inspired for more than two
centuries. It was a seismic event that radically transformed France and launched
shock waves across the world. In this provocative new history, Peter McPhee
draws on a lifetime’s study of eighteenth-century France and Europe to create an
entirely fresh account of the world’s first great modern revolution—its origins,
drama, complexity, and significance.
 
Was the Revolution a major turning point in French—even world—history, or
was it instead a protracted period of violent upheaval and warfare that wrecked
millions of lives? McPhee evaluates the Revolution within a genuinely global
context: Europe, the Atlantic region, and even farther. He acknowledges the key
revolutionary events that unfolded in Paris, yet also uncovers the varying
experiences of French citizens outside the gates of the city: the provincial men
and women whose daily lives were altered—or not—by developments in the
capital. Enhanced with evocative stories of those who struggled to cope in
unpredictable times, McPhee’s deeply researched book investigates the changing
personal, social, and cultural world of the eighteenth century. His startling
conclusions redefine and illuminate both the experience and the legacy of
France’s transformative age of revolution.
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A strikingly new account of the impact of the French Revolution in Paris, across the French
countryside, and around the globe

The French Revolution has fascinated, perplexed, and inspired for more than two centuries. It was a seismic
event that radically transformed France and launched shock waves across the world. In this provocative new
history, Peter McPhee draws on a lifetime’s study of eighteenth-century France and Europe to create an
entirely fresh account of the world’s first great modern revolution—its origins, drama, complexity, and
significance.
 
Was the Revolution a major turning point in French—even world—history, or was it instead a protracted
period of violent upheaval and warfare that wrecked millions of lives? McPhee evaluates the Revolution
within a genuinely global context: Europe, the Atlantic region, and even farther. He acknowledges the key
revolutionary events that unfolded in Paris, yet also uncovers the varying experiences of French citizens
outside the gates of the city: the provincial men and women whose daily lives were altered—or not—by
developments in the capital. Enhanced with evocative stories of those who struggled to cope in unpredictable
times, McPhee’s deeply researched book investigates the changing personal, social, and cultural world of the
eighteenth century. His startling conclusions redefine and illuminate both the experience and the legacy of
France’s transformative age of revolution.
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Editorial Review

Review

“McPhee . . . skillfully and with consummate clarity recounts one of the most complex events in modern
history. . . . [This] extraordinary work is destined to be the standard account of the French Revolution for
years to come.”—Publishers Weekly (starred review)
(Publishers Weekly)

“Richly detailed…  finds way to both revivify and dissect the revolutionary passions through not just Paris,
but throughout France, it’s colonies and eventually the rest of the world.”—Ruth Scurr, Financial Times
(Ruth Scurr Financial Times 2016-04-23)

“Articulate and perceptive . . . Numerous histories of the French Revolution exist; while many are good,
none is so current on the literature and lucidly presented as this. Scholars and history lovers will rejoice.”
—David Keymer, Library Journal (starred review)
(David Keymer Library Journal)

“Deeply satisfying and masterfully written . . . [a] fine and illuminating book.”—David Walton, Dallas
Morning News
(David Walton Dallas Morning News)

“Any card-carrying historian must record with admiration Peter McPhee’s remarkable mastery of the
literature, the debates, and the generations of interpretation about the French Revolution…  McPhee’s
splendid book — historiographically astute, sensitive to moral as well as political and social positions,
beautifully written — provides a guide through the complexities of the Revolution and reflects on its
legacy.—Robert Aldrich, Australian Book Review
(Robert Aldrich Australian Book Review 2016-08-01)

“This splendid and accessible synthesis, lavishly illustrated with some striking visual images, will surely
become the standard text in English… Succeeds in the daunting task of encompassing a host of issues in a
comprehensible fashion.”—Malcolm Crook, History
(Malcolm Crook History 2016-10-01)

“Transforms our understanding of this epochal event, focusing squarely on the importance of developments
in the provinces while offering a fluent and compelling narrative of the whole catastrophe.”—Jonathan
Wright, Catholic Herald
(Jonathan Wright Catholic Herald 2016-12-02)

About the Author

Peter McPhee serves as a professorial fellow at the University of Melbourne, and is an internationally
esteemed historian of modern France. He lives in Abbotsford, Australia.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Pamela Brock:

The book Liberty or Death: The French Revolution gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time.
You can use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can for being your best friend when
you getting tension or having big problem with your subject. If you can make studying a book Liberty or
Death: The French Revolution for being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your
own capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You could know everything if you like
open and read a publication Liberty or Death: The French Revolution. Kinds of book are several. It means
that, science book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

George Foulds:

This Liberty or Death: The French Revolution tend to be reliable for you who want to become a successful
person, why. The explanation of this Liberty or Death: The French Revolution can be one of the great books
you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you with information
that possibly will shock your previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you
go and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Liberty or Death: The French
Revolution giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical
thinking that we realize it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Lonnie Fazio:

This book untitled Liberty or Death: The French Revolution to be one of several books that best seller in this
year, that's because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy
this particular book in the book store or you can order it via online. The publisher of this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is
no reason to your account to past this e-book from your list.

Samantha Williams:

The book untitled Liberty or Death: The French Revolution contain a lot of information on the idea. The
writer explains the girl idea with easy way. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so
do not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was authored by famous author. The author will take you in
the new era of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or
model, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book,
you can wide open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice examine.
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