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Literary Societies in Republican China provides a new and comprehensive
perspective on the fascinating literary world of the most turbulent period in
recent Chinese history: the Republican era of 1911-1949. Wedged between the
fall of the Empire and the founding of the Communist state, the Republican
period witnessed enormous social, political, and cultural changes. Traditionally
the period is seen as one of transition: from the country being partially colonized
and occupied to being an independent nation-state, from Confucianism to
socialism, from writing in classical Chinese to writing in the everyday
vernacular. Modern scholarship, however, has become suspicious of such
attempts to analyze history, including cultural history, as a journey from A to B
via C. Instead, attention has turned to the "thick description" of complex
historical phenomena without worrying about whether or not they fit into some
neat linear scheme. Inevitably, such scholarship benefits from collaboration and
teamwork, from the juxtaposition of different insights and different materials in
order to gain in overall breadth. Literary Societies in Republican China
represents such teamwork and such breadth. The thirteen essays by eleven
scholars from North America, Europe, and Asia present detailed discussions of
particular literary groups active on the Republican-era literary scene. Some of
these groups are familiar representatives of what used to be considered the
"mainstream," while others represent literary styles that have hitherto been
considered "marginal" or that have been ignored altogether. Each of the essays in
this volume looks in detail at literary societies both as producers of literary views
and texts and as organizations with sometimes very complex social structures.
The result is a unique blend of literary, cultural, and social history, unrivalled in
any English-language scholarship on China to date.
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literary world of the most turbulent period in recent Chinese history: the Republican era of 1911-1949.
Wedged between the fall of the Empire and the founding of the Communist state, the Republican period
witnessed enormous social, political, and cultural changes. Traditionally the period is seen as one of
transition: from the country being partially colonized and occupied to being an independent nation-state,
from Confucianism to socialism, from writing in classical Chinese to writing in the everyday vernacular.
Modern scholarship, however, has become suspicious of such attempts to analyze history, including cultural
history, as a journey from A to B via C. Instead, attention has turned to the "thick description" of complex
historical phenomena without worrying about whether or not they fit into some neat linear scheme.
Inevitably, such scholarship benefits from collaboration and teamwork, from the juxtaposition of different
insights and different materials in order to gain in overall breadth. Literary Societies in Republican China
represents such teamwork and such breadth. The thirteen essays by eleven scholars from North America,
Europe, and Asia present detailed discussions of particular literary groups active on the Republican-era
literary scene. Some of these groups are familiar representatives of what used to be considered the
"mainstream," while others represent literary styles that have hitherto been considered "marginal" or that
have been ignored altogether. Each of the essays in this volume looks in detail at literary societies both as
producers of literary views and texts and as organizations with sometimes very complex social structures.
The result is a unique blend of literary, cultural, and social history, unrivalled in any English-language
scholarship on China to date.
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Editorial Review

Review
This is a superb work of scholarship that, through its focus on literary societies in the Republican China,
vividly conveys the full richness and complexity of the epoch. It is fascinating reading and of great value to
anyone interested in modern Chinese cultural history. (Julia F. Andrews, Ohio State University)

Altogether, the book is so rich in both empirical and methodological observations that it is a source that must
be engaged in any historical consideration of literature as an institution of the Republican era. (Journal of
Asian Studies)

Kirk Denton and Michel Hockx have brought together an impressive collection of insightful essays that
highlight the institutional structures, social relations, and personal connections through which modern
Chinese literature was formed. Arguing against modernist text-based analysis as the be-all and end-all of
literary study, the editors and contributors lay a solid and empirically strong foundation to help us understand
modern Chinese literature as a social product, in the process illuminating little-studied groups and
associations. Students of modern China and anyone interested in the sociology of literature will find this
volume to be a valuable resource. (Wendy Larson)

By focusing as intensively as these papers do on the ways by which groups of writers organized themselves,
a great deal of information is brought out that adds to our knowledge of literary production as well as social
networking in early twentieth century China….The book is a welcome addition to a field that has recently
moved away from preoccupation with textual analysis to exploration of the contexts behind the texts.
(Journal of Asian History)

The volume provides a valuable survey- solid and often innovative- of the sociology of literary practice in
China in the first half of the twentieth century. (Mclc)

About the Author
Kirk A. Denton is associate professor of Chinese language and literature at Ohio State University. Michel
Hockx is professor of Chinese at the University of London.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Barbara Harp:

The publication with title Literary Societies of Republican China has a lot of information that you can study
it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. That book exist new expertise the information that exist in
this book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to know how the
improvement of the world. That book will bring you inside new era of the globalization. You can read the e-
book on your own smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.



Betty Bowers:

The book Literary Societies of Republican China has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book
you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some research just
before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this
article book.

Dixie Santiago:

The reason? Because this Literary Societies of Republican China is an unordinary book that the inside of the
reserve waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you with the secret it inside. Reading this
book close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such amazing way makes the content within
easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because
of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of
rewards than the other book have such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking means. So
, still want to hesitate having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Andre Barrett:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled Literary
Societies of Republican China your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect
that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a reserve
then become one web form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get just before. The Literary
Societies of Republican China giving you yet another experience more than blown away the mind but also
giving you useful details for your better life in this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing
pattern here is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning an
activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?
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