The Byzantine Republic: People and Power in
New Rome

By Anthony Kaldellis

Read Online ©

The Byzantine Republic: People and Power in New Rome By Anthony
Kaldellis

THE BYZANTINE REPUBLIC

Although Byzantium is known to history as the Eastern Roman Empire, scholars
have long claimed that this Greek Christian theocracy bore little resemblance to
Rome. Here, in arevolutionary model of Byzantine politics and society, Anthony
Kaldellis reconnects Byzantium to its Roman roots, arguing that from the fifth to
the twelfth centuries CE the Eastern Roman Empire was essentially arepublic,
with power exercised on behalf of the people and sometimes by them too. The
Byzantine Republic recovers for the historical record aless autocratic, more
populist Byzantium whose Greek-speaking citizens considered themselves as
fully Roman as their Latin-speaking “ancestors.”

Kaldellis shows that the idea of Byzantium as arigid imperia theocracy isa
misleading construct of Western historians since the Enlightenment. With court
proclamations often draped in Christian rhetoric, the notion of divine kingship
emerged as away to disguise the inherent vulnerability of each regime. The
legitimacy of the emperors was not predicated on an absolute right to the throne
but on the popularity of individual emperors, whose grip on power was tenuous
despite the stability of the imperial ingtitution itself. Kaldellis examines the
overlooked Byzantine concept of the pality, along with the complex relationship
of emperorsto the law and the ways they bolstered their popular acceptance and
avoided challenges. The rebellions that periodically rocked the empire were not
aberrations, he shows, but an essential part of the functioning of the republican
monarchy.
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Although Byzantium is known to history as the Eastern Roman Empire, scholars have long claimed that this
Greek Christian theocracy bore little resemblance to Rome. Here, in arevolutionary model of Byzantine
politics and society, Anthony Kaldellis reconnects Byzantium to its Roman roots, arguing that from the fifth
to the twelfth centuries CE the Eastern Roman Empire was essentially arepublic, with power exercised on
behalf of the people and sometimes by them too. The Byzantine Republic recovers for the historical record a
less autocratic, more populist Byzantium whose Greek-speaking citizens considered themselves as fully
Roman as their Latin-speaking “ancestors.”

Kaldellis shows that the idea of Byzantium as arigid imperial theocracy is amiseading construct of Western
historians since the Enlightenment. With court proclamations often draped in Christian rhetoric, the notion of
divine kingship emerged as away to disguise the inherent vulnerability of each regime. The legitimacy of the
emperors was not predicated on an absolute right to the throne but on the popularity of individual emperors,
whose grip on power was tenuous despite the stability of the imperial institution itself. Kaldellis examines
the overlooked Byzantine concept of the polity, along with the complex relationship of emperorsto the law
and the ways they bolstered their popular acceptance and avoided challenges. The rebellions that periodically
rocked the empire were not aberrations, he shows, but an essential part of the functioning of the republican
monarchy.
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Editorial Review
Users Review
From reader reviews:
Christi Ross:

The experience that you get from The Byzantine Republic: People and Power in New Rome may be the more
deep you looking the information that hide into the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does
not mean that this book is hard to know but The Byzantine Republic: People and Power in New Rome giving
you excitement feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood
by means of anyone who read the item because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This
particular book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand
then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having that The
Byzantine Republic: People and Power in New Rome instantly.

James Gabridl:

The publication untitled The Byzantine Republic: People and Power in New Rome is the e-book that
recommended to you to study. Y ou can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to a person.
The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was
did alot of research when write the book, so the information that they share for your requirementsis
absolutely accurate. Y ou also can get the e-book of The Byzantine Republic: People and Power in New
Rome from the publisher to make you alot more enjoy free time.

Geneva Orta:

This The Byzantine Republic: People and Power in New Rome is brand-new way for you who has intense
curiosity to look for some information asit relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you on it getting
knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in reading this The Byzantine
Republic: People and Power in New Rome can be the light food for you because the information inside that
book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books develop itself in the form which can be reachable by
anyone, that'swhy | mean in the e-book form. People who think that in publication form make them feel
tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a reserve especially this one.

Y ou can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So, don't miss the item! Just read this e-book
variety for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Manuel Pina:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Byzantine Republic: People and Power in



New Rome was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. Aswe know that book The Byzantine Republic:
People and Power in New Rome has many kinds or category. Start from kids until adolescents. For example
Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at
all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers up you fedl happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the
best book to suit your needs and try to like reading in which.
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