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In deference to the principle that total war requires total history, Roger
Chickering traces the all-embracing impact of the First World War on life in the
German city of Freiburg. His book shows how the war took over every facet of
life in the city, from industrial production to the supply of basic material
resources, above all food and fuel. It documents the breakdown of distinctions
between the home front and the fighting front, as the city fell victim to strategic
bombing. It analyzes the war as a sensory experience, which could be seen,
heard, felt, smelled, and tasted as it exhausted the city, drained it of residents, and
eroded civic bonds among those who remained. Roger Chickering offers the most
comprehensive history ever written of a German city at war. The book will
appeal to urban and military historians, as well as to social and cultural
historians.
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Editorial Review

Review
"The first impression of this book is that it is a labor of love that took many years to complete. It is a well-
balanced account of Freiburg during the Great War..."
--Jeffrey R. Smith, Northwestern State University of Louisiana, German Studies Review

"Chickering's study of Freiburg does not revise the conclusions of more recent social research, but its
thoroughness and insight provide a much more exact understanding of how war actually works on the
homefront: requisition, distribution, censorship, taxation, charity, etc. A chapter about the assault on sensory
experience... is new and fascinating, as is Chickering's account of the disintegration of organizational life.
One can literally feel the war tear Freiburg apart."
--Isabel V. Hull, Cornell University, Journal of Interdisciplinary History

"The book is extraordinary, almost a reference book: that is likely how this 26-page monster will be used.
Chapter by chapter, Chickering analyses, in Freiburg, the home/front connection/divide, mobilization,
propaganda, women, crime, prisoners of war, food, class, and religion, among other subjects...formidable
learning is on display." --The International History Review

"...compelling reading for the specialist, students of Wilhemine Germany, and those interested in twentieth-
century total war...a welcome addition to the literature on the Great War, for it demonstrates that, in the
modern age, few can avoid the fall-out of conflict." --Frederic Krome, University of Cincinnati Clermont
College: Canadian Journal of History

"Chickering's goal, he tells us, was to produce an account that was "comprehensive, coherent, plausible, and
... easy to read" (p. 9). It is well met." -Jesse Kauffman, H-Urban

"This is the best and most revealing of several recent books dealing with the urban social history of The
Great War." -Len Shurtleff, Stand To!

"a marvel of nuance and insight" -Central European History, Michael Geyer

"Chickering's unfailingly observant, detailed and comprehensive study of civilian life in Freiburg in Breisgua
during World War I is a marvel of nuance and insight." -Michael Geyer, Central European History

About the Author
Roger Chickering is Professor of History, BMW Center for German and European Studies, at Georgetown
University, Washington, DC. His numerous works on modern German and European history include, as
editor with Stig Forster, The Shadows of Total War: Europe, East Asia, and the United States, 1919-1939
(2003), and Imperial Germany and the Great War (1998, 2004).

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Eddie Nelson:

This The Great War and Urban Life in Germany: Freiburg, 1914-1918 (Studies in the Social and Cultural
History of Modern Warfare) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your
hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is actually information inside this book incredible fresh,
you will get facts which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This specific
The Great War and Urban Life in Germany: Freiburg, 1914-1918 (Studies in the Social and Cultural History
of Modern Warfare) without we know teach the one who reading it become critical in contemplating and
analyzing. Don't be worry The Great War and Urban Life in Germany: Freiburg, 1914-1918 (Studies in the
Social and Cultural History of Modern Warfare) can bring when you are and not make your bag space or
bookshelves' become full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The
Great War and Urban Life in Germany: Freiburg, 1914-1918 (Studies in the Social and Cultural History of
Modern Warfare) having fine arrangement in word and layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Eleanor Gomez:

Here thing why this specific The Great War and Urban Life in Germany: Freiburg, 1914-1918 (Studies in the
Social and Cultural History of Modern Warfare) are different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading a
book is good however it depends in the content of it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. The
Great War and Urban Life in Germany: Freiburg, 1914-1918 (Studies in the Social and Cultural History of
Modern Warfare) giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any book out there but there
is no book that similar with The Great War and Urban Life in Germany: Freiburg, 1914-1918 (Studies in the
Social and Cultural History of Modern Warfare). It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your
personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is
possible to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your means home by train. For anyone who
is having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of The Great War and Urban Life in
Germany: Freiburg, 1914-1918 (Studies in the Social and Cultural History of Modern Warfare) in e-book
can be your alternative.

Maureen Bonds:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys that aren't like that. This The Great War and Urban Life in Germany: Freiburg, 1914-1918
(Studies in the Social and Cultural History of Modern Warfare) book is readable by you who hate the straight
word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving
possibly decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer of The Great War and Urban Life in
Germany: Freiburg, 1914-1918 (Studies in the Social and Cultural History of Modern Warfare) content
conveys objective easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
content material but it just different by means of it. So , do you still thinking The Great War and Urban Life
in Germany: Freiburg, 1914-1918 (Studies in the Social and Cultural History of Modern Warfare) is not
loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

David Moore:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book



so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this The
Great War and Urban Life in Germany: Freiburg, 1914-1918 (Studies in the Social and Cultural History of
Modern Warfare), you could tells your family, friends and also soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge
can inspire average, make them reading a book.
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