
A New Handbook of Literary Terms

By David Mikics

A New Handbook of Literary Terms By David Mikics

A New Handbook of Literary Terms offers a lively, informative guide to words
and concepts that every student of literature needs to know. Mikics’s definitions
are essayistic, witty, learned, and always a pleasure to read. They sketch the
derivation and history of each term, including especially lucid explanations of
verse forms and providing a firm sense of literary periods and movements from
classicism to postmodernism. The Handbook also supplies a helpful map to the
intricate and at times confusing terrain of literary theory at the beginning of the
twenty-first century: the author has designated a series of terms, from New
Criticism to queer theory, that serves as a concise but thorough introduction to
recent developments in literary study.

Mikics’s Handbook is ideal for classroom use at all levels, from freshman to
graduate. Instructors can assign individual entries, many of which are well-
shaped essays in their own right. Useful bibliographical suggestions are given at
the end of most entries. The Handbook’s enjoyable style and thoughtful
perspective will encourage students to browse and learn more. Every reader of
literature will want to own this compact, delightfully written guide.
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A New Handbook of Literary Terms offers a lively, informative guide to words and concepts that every
student of literature needs to know. Mikics’s definitions are essayistic, witty, learned, and always a pleasure
to read. They sketch the derivation and history of each term, including especially lucid explanations of verse
forms and providing a firm sense of literary periods and movements from classicism to postmodernism. The
Handbook also supplies a helpful map to the intricate and at times confusing terrain of literary theory at the
beginning of the twenty-first century: the author has designated a series of terms, from New Criticism to
queer theory, that serves as a concise but thorough introduction to recent developments in literary study.

Mikics’s Handbook is ideal for classroom use at all levels, from freshman to graduate. Instructors can assign
individual entries, many of which are well-shaped essays in their own right. Useful bibliographical
suggestions are given at the end of most entries. The Handbook’s enjoyable style and thoughtful perspective
will encourage students to browse and learn more. Every reader of literature will want to own this compact,
delightfully written guide.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Author Mikics stakes a claim in what he acknowledges is a crowded field with this collection of literary
terms that are "crucial for students to know." Entries cover forms, genres, movements, periods, and theories,
among other topics. Especially useful are the bibliographical examples and suggestions contained in most
entries. For instance, Gothic refers to examples ranging from Horace Walpole's Castle of Otranto to the
movie Psycho and the television series Buffy the Vampire Slayer in addition to several important critical
works on the genre. Emphasis is on the European tradition. Quinn, Mary Ellen

Review

"It is aimed at a spread of abilities, and manages to be all things to all readers.  I found it good to read—as
enjoyable as any theoretical manuscript I've read.”—Alastair Fowler, University of Edinburgh 
(Alastair Fowler)

"A very learned and refreshingly lively handbook."—Ian Balfour, York University 
(Ian Balfour)

"Impressive in its range, lucidity, and intellectual rigor. . . . The volume moves deftly through the centuries
and across boundaries of nation and genre. I have no doubt that students will benefit from the book, which is
at once a useful work of reference and an invitation to browse."—Michael Levenson, University of Virginia
(Michael Levenson)

"Mikics's Handbook contextualizes historically even as it conceptualizes—that is, in glossing a particular
term, the author provides an historical account of its uses.  I intend to recommend it noisily."—John
Hollander 
(John Hollander)

‘If you have forgotten the form of a sestina or a ghazal, or can’t quite remember what vorticism was
supposed to be, this book will do the trick: a confidently historicizing, impressively synoptic compilation of
the major ideas and forms over the last 2,500 years or so of literature and criticism.’---The Guardian
(The Guardian 2007-08-18)

About the Author

David Mikics is professor of English at the University of Houston. He is the author of several books,
including Who Was Jacques Derrida?, The Limits of Moralizing, and The Romance of Individualism in
Emerson and Nietzsche. He lives in Houston.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Todd Jacob:

The book A New Handbook of Literary Terms gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You
need to use to make your capable far more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting stress

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


or having big problem with your subject. If you can make studying a book A New Handbook of Literary
Terms being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase
your knowledge about many or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open up and read a
publication A New Handbook of Literary Terms. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or
encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Jewel Williams:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for us. The book A New Handbook of Literary Terms was making
you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for
you. The reserve A New Handbook of Literary Terms is not only giving you more new information but also
for being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your e-book.
Try to make relationship while using book A New Handbook of Literary Terms. You never truly feel lose
out for everything should you read some books.

Peter Robey:

Here thing why this kind of A New Handbook of Literary Terms are different and reputable to be yours. First
of all examining a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is
as tasty as food or not. A New Handbook of Literary Terms giving you information deeper including
different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no book that similar with A New Handbook of
Literary Terms. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing in
which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere
like in recreation area, café, or even in your technique home by train. Should you be having difficulties in
bringing the published book maybe the form of A New Handbook of Literary Terms in e-book can be your
alternate.

Mark Authement:

The actual book A New Handbook of Literary Terms has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you
can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous author. The writer makes some research just
before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading
this book.
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