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Finally, social scientists have begun to attempt to understand religious behavior
rather than to discredit it as irrational, ignorant, or foolish—and Rodney Stark
and Roger Finke have played a major role in this new approach. Acknowledging
that science cannot assess the supernatural side of religion (and therefore should
not claim to do so), Stark and Finke analyze the observable, human side of faith.
In clear and engaging prose, the authors combine explicit theorizing with
animated discussions as they move from considering the religiousness of
individuals to the dynamics of religious groups and then to the religious workings
of entire societies as religious groups contend for support. The result is a
comprehensive new paradigm for the social-scientific study of religion.
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Finally, social scientists have begun to attempt to understand religious behavior rather than to discredit it as
irrational, ignorant, or foolish—and Rodney Stark and Roger Finke have played a major role in this new
approach. Acknowledging that science cannot assess the supernatural side of religion (and therefore should
not claim to do so), Stark and Finke analyze the observable, human side of faith. In clear and engaging prose,
the authors combine explicit theorizing with animated discussions as they move from considering the
religiousness of individuals to the dynamics of religious groups and then to the religious workings of entire
societies as religious groups contend for support. The result is a comprehensive new paradigm for the social-
scientific study of religion.
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Editorial Review

Review
A "crucial exposition in an increasingly combative dispute about method in the sociology of religion."--
"Times Literary Supplement

From the Inside Flap

"Acts of Faith is the single 'big book' in the sociology of religion in the past decade, a monumental effort that
both demolishes old theories and creates brilliant new ones. Stark and Finke have mastered the literature in
the field, gathered ingenious data analysis to sustain their positions, and presented their work with flair,
imagination, and brilliance. Though it is quite impossible to turn around the social science profession
completely with a single book, or indeed within a single decade, these two authors have achieved a powerful
beginning in this task. This landmark publication marks a turning point."—Andrew M. Greeley, University
of Chicago

"This book is a major next step in developing the sociology of religion's 'new paradigm'--an important
summary of the evolving 'religious economies' theory. Stark and Finke's spirited deconstruction of
antireligious secularization theories and other theories of 'irrational' religion is simply delightful. And its own
constructive theory offers a valuable resource for those friendly to the rational choice approach to religion, as
well as a continuing challenge to its critics."—Christian Smith, University of North Carolina

From the Back Cover
""Acts of Faith" is the single 'big book' in the sociology of religion in the past decade, a monumental effort
that both demolishes old theories and creates brilliant new ones. Stark and Finke have mastered the literature
in the field, gathered ingenious data analysis to sustain their positions, and presented their work with flair,
imagination, and brilliance. Though it is quite impossible to turn around the social science profession
completely with a single book, or indeed within a single decade, these two authors have achieved a powerful
beginning in this task. This landmark publication marks a turning point."--Andrew M. Greeley, University of
Chicago

"This book is a major next step in developing the sociology of religion's 'new paradigm'--an important
summary of the evolving 'religious economies' theory. Stark and Finke's spirited deconstruction of
antireligious secularization theories and other theories of 'irrational' religion is simply delightful. And its own
constructive theory offers a valuable resource for those friendly to the rational choice approach to religion, as
well as a continuing challenge to its critics."--Christian Smith, University of North Carolina

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joseph Jenkins:

Here thing why that Acts of Faith: Explaining the Human Side of Religion are different and reputable to be
yours. First of all looking at a book is good however it depends in the content of computer which is the
content is as tasty as food or not. Acts of Faith: Explaining the Human Side of Religion giving you
information deeper since different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no book that



similar with Acts of Faith: Explaining the Human Side of Religion. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its
open up your current eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened
around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your method home by train. For
anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Acts of Faith:
Explaining the Human Side of Religion in e-book can be your choice.

Lena Drew:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
when those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which one
is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource
then you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen with you if you take Acts of Faith: Explaining the Human Side of Religion as the daily resource
information.

Jeremy Robinson:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to
beach, or picnic inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to
something different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill
your totally free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should
read. If you want to try look for book, may be the guide untitled Acts of Faith: Explaining the Human Side of
Religion can be fine book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Charles Wagoner:

The reason why? Because this Acts of Faith: Explaining the Human Side of Religion is an unordinary book
that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will zap you with the secret that
inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such awesome way
makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning totally. So , it
is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This unique book will give
you a lot of advantages than the other book have got such as help improving your expertise and your critical
thinking method. So , still want to delay having that book? If I had been you I will go to the book store
hurriedly.
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