...And with a Light Touch: Learning about
Reading, Writing, and Teaching with First
Graders, 2nd Edition, Revised & Enlarged

By Carol Avery

Learning About Reading, Writing,

and Teaching with First Graders

j Gy W
‘
Read Online ©

...And with a Light Touch: Learning about Reading, Writing, and Teaching
with First Graders, 2nd Edition, Revised & Enlarged By Carol Avery

With itsfirst edition, ...And with a Light Touch was immediately praised for its
authentic portrayal of classroom life and learning. "It's my bible for teaching
young children” and "It reads like anovel," said veteran and preservice teachers
alike. Those with minimal background in children’s literature have found the
book agodsend. Every page rings true with the voice of a caring, rea-life
classroom teacher-one who marvels at what young children can do if given the
chance to work in daily reading and writing workshops taught with a sensitive
and responsive approach.

Now, Carol Avery offers a second edition, giving more insight and examples of
children and a teacher learning together. Since her first edition, Carol has worked
extensively in kindergarten and second grade, has had her own fourth- and sixth-
grade classrooms, and has watched three grandchildren learn to read and write.
Her latest edition incorporates Carol's stories and learning from these new
experiences. It also expands sections on crafting writing, phonicsinstruction,
read-alouds, and documenting assessment, and includes an updated bibliography.
At the sametime, it retainsits focus on these major areas, addressed in depth:

- thewriting process-structuring daily writing workshops and the development
of young writers

- thereading process-structuring daily reading workshops and learning to read
without a basal reader

- children'sliterature-incorporating children's literature into the daily life of the
classroom and stimulating children’s responsesto literature

- classroom environment and tone-organizing and managing the classroom

- expanding liter acy-reading and writing across the curriculum and afocus on
kindergarten

- assessment-documenting and reporting student progress.

Throughout, Carol rejects the concept of "one right way" to teach, but believes
instead that a responsive environment provides the greatest possibilities for
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student growth.

As Donald Graves notes, Carol shows "real children in the process of learning to
learn”. Classroom teachers, preservice teachers, parents, and anyone concerned
with young children learning to read and write will appreciate this book for its
honest look into afirst-grade classroom, both its ups and its downs.
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With itsfirst edition, ...And with a Light Touch wasimmediately praised for its authentic portrayal of
classroom life and learning. "It's my bible for teaching young children" and "It reads like anovel," said
veteran and preservice teachers alike. Those with minimal background in children's literature have found the
book a godsend. Every page rings true with the voice of a caring, real-life classroom teacher-one who
marvels at what young children can do if given the chance to work in daily reading and writing workshops
taught with a sensitive and responsive approach.

Now, Carol Avery offers a second edition, giving more insight and examples of children and a teacher
learning together. Since her first edition, Carol has worked extensively in kindergarten and second grade, has
had her own fourth- and sixth-grade classrooms, and has watched three grandchildren learn to read and write.
Her latest edition incorporates Carol's stories and learning from these new experiences. It also expands
sections on crafting writing, phonics instruction, read-alouds, and documenting assessment, and includes an
updated bibliography. At the same time, it retains its focus on these major areas, addressed in depth:

- thewriting process-structuring daily writing workshops and the development of young writers

- the reading process-structuring daily reading workshops and learning to read without a basal reader

- children'sliterature-incorporating children's literature into the daily life of the classroom and stimulating
children's responses to literature

- classroom environment and tone-organizing and managing the classroom

- expanding liter acy-reading and writing across the curriculum and afocus on kindergarten

- assessment-documenting and reporting student progress.

Throughout, Carol rejects the concept of "one right way" to teach, but believesinstead that a responsive
environment provides the greatest possibilities for student growth.

As Donad Graves notes, Carol shows "real children in the process of learning to learn". Classroom teachers,
preservice teachers, parents, and anyone concerned with young children learning to read and write will
appreciate this book for its honest ook into a first-grade classroom, both its ups and its downs.
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Editorial Review

Review

“There is nothing more practical than a good theory, someone once said. "Well, thisis the most practical
inside-the-classroom book about the primary years that Ive read to date."”—From the Foreword by Donald
Graves

About the Author

Carol Avery isapast president of the National Council of Teachers of English and iswidely respected for
her expertise in language arts teaching and for her advocacy of teachers and children. She is the author of
...And With aLight Touch, abook on teaching language arts, which is lauded by classroom teachers and
educators for its insightfulness and relevance to classroom practice. She has facilitated hundreds of
workshops and presentations for teachers throughout the United States and Canada, as well as severd
abroad. She has special expertise in children's literature and, in her capacity as areviewer, recommends the
best new books to teachers attending her workshops. Carol has worked as a consultant for schools nationally
and internationally, demonstrating reading and writing lessons in K-12 classrooms and sharing stories of her
classroom experiences in both suburban and urban schools. She has taught at the elementary, secondary and
college levels and also served as a school librarian. She holds a bachelor's degreein library science and
masters degrees in elementary education and writing.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Douglas Holmes:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you read
abook you can get awide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has alot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to afiction books, these us novel, comics, and also soon.
The ...And with aLight Touch: Learning about Reading, Writing, and Teaching with First Graders, 2nd
Edition, Revised & Enlarged will give you new experience in studying a book.

Ethelyn Allen:

Y ou could spend your free time to see this book this publication. This...And with a Light Touch: Learning
about Reading, Writing, and Teaching with First Graders, 2nd Edition, Revised & Enlarged is simple to
deliver you can read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have got much space to
bring the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. Y ou can save often
the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are alot of benefits that you will get when one buys this
book.



Tracy Rendon:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the whole day. Y ou can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like ...And with aLight
Touch: Learning about Reading, Writing, and Teaching with First Graders, 2nd Edition, Revised & Enlarged
which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Judy Sigmund:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. Y ou can get it by online on social media. Y ou can
choose the top book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is named
of book ...And with aLight Touch: Learning about Reading, Writing, and Teaching with First Graders, 2nd
Edition, Revised & Enlarged. Y ou can include your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it
can add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about
publication. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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