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After a narrow escape from the nasty O. O. Mary's clutches, Annyrose ventures
forth to find her long-lost brother Lank in gold-digging territory. But the journey
is rough, bandits and fiends waiting for the traveler at every bend. Soon
Annyrose runs into Joaquin Marieta, legendary bandit of the Gold Rush.

This complete disaster, however, soon appears to be no less than a blessing for
both! They can help each other out: Annyrose can teach Joaquin how to read so
he will know where danger lies, and in turn he can make sure she's safe and fed.
But in a time when corruption and greed are running wild, will their friendship be
more than fool's gold?
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Seasoned author Fleischman (The 13th Floor) returns with a spirited novel set against the California Gold
Rush. Plucking a character out of history?Joaquin Murieta, an infamous 1850s Mexican outlaw?he expertly
crafts a fictionalized tale that takes a clear-eyed look at bigotry and racism, while steering away from the
twin pitfalls of pedantry and sermonizing. Told from the point of view of Annyrose Smith, an orphan in
search of her brother Lank, the story starts with a bang (she's swept off with the banditos) and never lets up
its fierce pace. All the trademarks of one of Fleischman's rollicking yarns are here, from treachery aplenty
and multiple cases of mistaken identity, to colorful rascals?all delivered with a double helping of humor (as
when Annyrose attempts to teach the outlaw to read and he remarks, "They tell me my name starts with a J.
Yes, I have seen that shape on wanted posters"). Fueled by brisk dialogue and lively descriptions ("my heart
sounded like woodpeckers in my ears"), the story moves as swiftly as a whitewater stream, carrying readers
along for an exhilarating ride. It's not all thundering hooves and gunfire, however. Fleischman also tucks in
weightier issues, as Annyrose ruminates on such concepts as revenge, villainy and friendship while riding
with the outlaw?who, as it turns out, is hardly the bloodthirsty figure he's been painted to be. Food for
thought packaged inside a most enticing adventure. Illustrations not seen by PW. Ages 8-up.
Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Grade 3-6-An exciting novel set in the days of the California Gold Rush. After young Annyrose breaks her
ankle, she is left with the evil O. O. Mary by her brother, who continues on to make his fortune in the mines.
She is saved from this horrible fate by the Mexican bandit Joaquin Murieta, who has come for revenge
against the people who murdered his family and stole his land. Thinking that Annyrose is a boy, Joaquin
takes her along with his gang so that she can teach him to read. During her travels with the band, Annyrose
gains an understanding of the injustices the ruthless bandits are avenging and becomes friends with Joaquin
and the others despite her fears and objections. She alternately helps and hinders their endeavors and is
ultimately reunited with her brother. Written in the style of an old Western, the book is full of lore and
legend of the Old West. It is fun, fast, and wild, but there is a serious side to the story. In an author's note,
readers learn that a Mexican bandit, Joaquin Murieta, became a legend as both a cutthroat and a Robin
Hood-type figure. Fleischman makes Joaquin a sympathetic central character as he shows the injustices
suffered by minorities during this time of greed and lawlessness. This is classic Sid Fleischman: a quick read,
with lots of twists, wonderful phrasing, historical integrity, and a bit of the tall tale thrown in.
Marlene Gawron, Orange County Library, Orlando, FL
Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Gr. 3^-6. Most girls would be upset if a gang of bandits rode in, but Annyrose sees it as an improvement.
Locked in a barn since she tried to run away from the villainous O. O. Mary, Annyrose pleads with the
bandit called "Wakeen" to let her go along with the gang. Thinking she's a boy, Wakeen agrees to take her--
provided she'll teach him to read so that he can find out what the gringos are saying about him on wanted
posters and in the newspapers. Although Annyrose heartily disapproves of the gang's thievery and murder,
she comes to realize that the bandits are only stealing what was taken from them when ruthless white settlers
"wrote laws to pry off those with darker skins from the diggings." The message about bigotry forms the
underpinnings of the book, but Fleischman couldn't write with a heavy hand if he tried. His rollicking humor
(Annyrose and Wakeen are both surprised when they discover Wakeen's name is really spelled
J-o-a-q-u-i-n), spicy writing style, and action-packed narrative make this a page-turner. Joaquin, of course, is

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


the famous Mexican bandit Joaquin Murieta, and an afterword explains which parts of the story are true and
which are fictionalized. Annyrose and Joaquin are equally likable, the setting is detailed and authentic, and
the substantial story comes to a satisfying conclusion. Susan Dove Lempke

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Shane Webb:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get great deal
of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you possess when the spare
time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the book you have read
will be Bandit's Moon.

Rose Knowlton:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This Bandit's Moon is simple to create you
can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not include much space to
bring the particular printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the
particular book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this
book.

Sherry Fitzgerald:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just watching
TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, think
reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can have the e-
book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Bandit's Moon which is obtaining the e-book
version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Jack Bell:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you
also know that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book.
Many kinds of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is Bandit's Moon.
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