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Could Lincoln have lived? After John Wilkes Booth fired a low-velocity .44
caliber bullet into the back of the president's skull, Lincoln did not perish
immediately. Attending doctors cleaned and probed the wound, and actually
improved his breathing for a time. Today medical trauma teams help similar
victims survive-including Gabby Giffords, whose injury was strikingly like
Lincoln's. In Diagnosing Giants, Dr. Philip A. Mackowiak examines the
historical record in detail, reconstructing Lincoln's last hours moment by moment
to calculate the odds. That leads him to more questions: What if he had lived?
What sort of neurological function would he have had? What kind of a
Constitutional crisis would have ensued?

Dr. Mackowiak, a professor at the University of Maryland School of Medicine,
offers a gripping and authoritative account of thirteen patients who took center
stage in world history. The result is a new understanding of how the past
unfolded, as well as a sweeping survey of the history of medicine. What was the
ailment that drove Caligula mad? Why did Stonewall Jackson die after having an
arm amputated, when so many other Civil War soldiers survived such
operations? As with Lincoln, the author explores the full contest of his subjects'
lives and the impact of each case on the course of history, from Tutankhamen,
Buddha, and John Paul Jones to Darwin, Lenin, and Eleanor Roosevelt.

When an author illuminates the past with state-of-the-art scientific knowledge,
readers pay attention. Candice Millard's Destiny of the Republic, about the
medical malpractice that killed President James A. Garfield, was a New York
Times bestseller. And Dr. Mackowiak's previous book, Post-Mortem: Solving
History's Greatest Medical Mysteries, won the attention of periodicals as diverse
as the Wall Street Journal and New England Journal of Medicine, which pleaded
for a sequel. With Diagnosing Giants, he has written one with impeccable
expertise and panache.
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Could Lincoln have lived? After John Wilkes Booth fired a low-velocity .44 caliber bullet into the back of
the president's skull, Lincoln did not perish immediately. Attending doctors cleaned and probed the wound,
and actually improved his breathing for a time. Today medical trauma teams help similar victims survive-
including Gabby Giffords, whose injury was strikingly like Lincoln's. In Diagnosing Giants, Dr. Philip A.
Mackowiak examines the historical record in detail, reconstructing Lincoln's last hours moment by moment
to calculate the odds. That leads him to more questions: What if he had lived? What sort of neurological
function would he have had? What kind of a Constitutional crisis would have ensued?

Dr. Mackowiak, a professor at the University of Maryland School of Medicine, offers a gripping and
authoritative account of thirteen patients who took center stage in world history. The result is a new
understanding of how the past unfolded, as well as a sweeping survey of the history of medicine. What was
the ailment that drove Caligula mad? Why did Stonewall Jackson die after having an arm amputated, when
so many other Civil War soldiers survived such operations? As with Lincoln, the author explores the full
contest of his subjects' lives and the impact of each case on the course of history, from Tutankhamen,
Buddha, and John Paul Jones to Darwin, Lenin, and Eleanor Roosevelt.

When an author illuminates the past with state-of-the-art scientific knowledge, readers pay attention. Candice
Millard's Destiny of the Republic, about the medical malpractice that killed President James A. Garfield, was
a New York Times bestseller. And Dr. Mackowiak's previous book, Post-Mortem: Solving History's Greatest
Medical Mysteries, won the attention of periodicals as diverse as the Wall Street Journal and New England
Journal of Medicine, which pleaded for a sequel. With Diagnosing Giants, he has written one with
impeccable expertise and panache.
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Editorial Review

Review

"[M]edical biographies provide a unique perspective on our heroes, reminding us of their human frailties.
Retrodiagnosing, however, skirts all this agony. The 'patients' are long past helping, so the intellectual
satisfaction of solving a diagnostic puzzle can be enjoyed without any of the pressure. It's the difference
between reading a detective novel and doing real police work." --The Wall Street Journal

"Dr. Mackowiak is to be congratulated for making the CPC format enjoyable, educational, and thought-
provoking for current and future physicians." --Clinical Infectious Diseases

About the Author

Philip A. Mackowiak is Emeritus Professor of Medicine and Carolyn Frenkil and Selvin Passen History of
Medicine Scholar-in-Residence at the University of Maryland School of Medicine in Baltimore, Maryland.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sheila Gallagher:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want
to try look for book, may be the book untitled Diagnosing Giants: Solving the Medical Mysteries of Thirteen
Patients Who Changed the World can be excellent book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Steven Richardson:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Diagnosing Giants:
Solving the Medical Mysteries of Thirteen Patients Who Changed the World, you are able to enjoy both. It is
excellent combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its
mind hangout guys. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.



Patricia Oyler:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Diagnosing Giants: Solving
the Medical Mysteries of Thirteen Patients Who Changed the World which is finding the e-book version. So
, why not try out this book? Let's find.

Patrick Stokes:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As
we know those guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around
the world. Through the book Diagnosing Giants: Solving the Medical Mysteries of Thirteen Patients Who
Changed the World we can consider more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To get
creative person must want to read a book. Merely choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't
become doubt to change your life with this book Diagnosing Giants: Solving the Medical Mysteries of
Thirteen Patients Who Changed the World. You can more pleasing than now.
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