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In thisin depth look at hymns, Brian Wren explores the theological significance
of congregational song, asks how music has meaning for its singers, and
considers the importance of contemporary worship music. He argues that a hymn
isacomplex art form, deserving of recognition and study for its contributionsto
worship, education, and pastoral care.
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Editorial Review

From the Author

This book took several yearsto write, as| traveled throughout the UK and North Americafollowing a
freelance ministry relating to hymnody and congregational song. Periodically my spouse would ask, with a
smile, "When are you going to finish this stupid book?' Hence the abbreviation, TSB, on the dedication
page. | believe thiswork explores the limited areain which | have expertise, and hope that it has proven to
be readable and useful. The opening chapter - historical glimpses - was added at my editor's suggestion. The
chaptersare -

1. "Through All the Changing Scenes of Life": Glimpses of Congregational Song
[historical portraits starting from 1970 and going back in time]

2. "Rescue the Holy Pleasure": Why Congregational Song is Indispensable.

3."A More Profound Alleluia": Encouraging the People's Song

4. "Some Demand a Driving Beat": Contemporary Worship Music.

5. "And Speak Some Boundless Thing": Assessing the Lyrics of Congregational Song
6. "Sing them Over Again to Me": Refrains, Choruses, and Other People's Songs.

7. "Captured by Gender": Chant and Ritual Song.

8. "Such a Feast as Mends in Length": Hymns as Poems of Faith.

9."ToMe, to al, Thy Bowels Move': Why Do They Keep Changing the Good Old Hymns?
10. "Echoes of the Gospel": How Hymns Do Theology.

About the Author

Brian Wren is Professor Emeritus of Worship at Columbia Theological Seminary in Decatur, Georgia. He is
awell-known hymn writer and the author of Praying Twice: The Music and Words of Congregation

Song, published by WIK.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Robert Kuehner:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you
can get alot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in thisworld can
certainly share their idea. Publications can also inspire alot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their
particular reader with their story as well astheir experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But
also they write about the information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score
toefl, or how to teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth
alwaystry to improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their
book. One of them is this Praying Twice: The Music and Words of Congregational Song.



Anthony Thies:

Often the book Praying Twice: The Music and Words of Congregational Song has alot info on it. So when
you check out this book you can get alot of help. The book was authored by the very famous author. The
author makes some research ahead of write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can get the
point easily after reading this article book.

Miles Towles;

Y ou can spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This Praying Twice: The Music and Words of
Congregationa Song is simple to create you can read it in the park, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If
you did not include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you
much easier to read it. Y ou can save the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are alot of benefits that
you will get when you buy this book.

GretaRivera;

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes examining, not only science book but aso novel and Praying Twice: The Music and
Words of Congregational Song as well as others sources were given understanding for you. After you know
how the truly great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher
or students especially. Those guides are helping them to add their knowledge. In different case, beside
science reserve, any other book likes Praying Twice: The Music and Words of Congregational Song to make
your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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