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“A splendid book for journalists (new or old), fiction writers, essayists, and critics. But it
could also be of great use to the intelligent common reader, the man or woman who
wonders why it’s impossible to finish reading certain stories and why others carry the
reader in a vivid rush to the end.”
—Pete Hamill, author of A Drinking Life<?xml:namespace prefix = o ns = "urn:schemas-
microsoft-com:office:office" />
 
In the spirit of Strunk and White’s classic The Elements of Style, comes The Elements of
Story, by Francis Flaherty, longtime story editor at The New York Times. A brilliant blend
of memoir and how-to, The Elements of Story offers more than 50 principles that
emphasize storytelling aspects rather than simply the mechanics of writing—a
relentlessly entertaining, totally accessible writing guide for the novice and the
professional alike.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Frank Flaherty’s The Elements of Story is a model of good sense, a clear, well-lighted path through the
jungle of nonfiction narrative. It represents so much accrued wisdom that even veteran writers will want to
keep it on hand, and it’s fun to read, too.”

From the Back Cover

Most writing books dwell on common issues of style and grammar. Yet most writers also confront complex
problems of story design. This fifty-rule guide by Francis Flaherty, a New York Times editor, offers much-
needed solutions and sage advice to address these concerns.

"Sometimes, say things sideways," Flaherty writes. "The reader will be grateful." "White is whitest on
black," he observes. "Let contrast work for you." Through such hard-won, story-level insights, sprinkled with
examples from real stories and leavened with a good dose of newsroom memoir, The Elements of Story
merits a spot on every writer's shelf.

About the Author

Francis Flaherty has worked for more than seventeen years at The New York Times. He has written for
Harper's, Atlantic Monthly, Commonweal, and The Progressive and teaches journalism at NYU. He lives
with his wife and two children in Brooklyn, New York.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Stevie Mozingo:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Elements of Story: Field
Notes on Nonfiction Writing. All type of book are you able to see on many methods. You can look for the
internet solutions or other social media.

Mike Gray:

The Elements of Story: Field Notes on Nonfiction Writing can be one of your beginning books that are good
idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that will increase
your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The
writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in writing The Elements of
Story: Field Notes on Nonfiction Writing although doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest



along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can
drawn you into brand new stage of crucial thinking.

Willie Isaac:

Beside this kind of The Elements of Story: Field Notes on Nonfiction Writing in your phone, it can give you
a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you can got
here is fresh from oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow small
town. It is good thing to have The Elements of Story: Field Notes on Nonfiction Writing because this book
offers for you readable information. Do you often have book but you rarely get what it's interesting features
of. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement
here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this
book and read it from at this point!

Patricia Little:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update
of news. Within this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person.
From media social like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just in search of the The Elements of Story: Field Notes on Nonfiction Writing when you essential
it?
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