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Dawkins, Hitchens, Harris and Dennett opened the door to a hard nosed look at
religion in our society but no one seemed to be using their concepts to explain the
psychology of religion and its practical effects on people. Dr. Darrel Ray,
psychologist and lifelong student of religion stepped into this gap to discuss
religious infection from the inside out. How does guilt play into religious
infection? Why is sexual control so important to so many religions? What causes
the anxiety and neuroticism around death and dying? How does religion inject
itself into so many areas of life, culture and politics? Dr. Ray explores this and
much more in his book, The God Virus: How religion infects our lives and
culture. This second generation book takes the reader several steps beyond
Dawkins, et al. into the realm of the personal and emotional mechanisms that
affect anyone who lives in a culture steeped in religion. He uses examples that
anyone can relate to and gives real world guidance in how to deal with and
respond to people who are religious among our families, friends and coworkers.
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Editorial Review

Review
Darrel Ray has made a marvelous contribution to our understanding of ourselves. The description of religion
as a cultural virus is not new, Darrel is the first to put the virus on a slide and pull out the microscope. The
God Virus goes beyond analogy, offering a fascinating and detailed look at the wiggling, maddening virus
itself how it moves, how it survives, and how and why it continues to thrive. --Dale McGowan,
Author/editor, Parenting Beyond Belief and Raising Freethinkers, Harvard Humanist of the Year (2008)

For those hungering for more after reading the books written by Dawkins, Harris, Hitchens and Dennett, Dr.
Darrel Ray's The God Virus is a logical and thought-provoking follow-up. By extending the metaphor of
religion as a virus, the reader gets a better understanding of the incredible power religion can have on
anyone's way of thinking (Dr. Ray shows that even your IQ is negatively affected!). Lest anyone think this is
just a putdown of religion, it also gives excellent advice on how to live life without a God, from marriage to
raising children. It's a book that non-believers will enjoy and religious readers can only dare to read. --
Hemant Mehta author of I Sold My Soul On Ebay (Waterbrook Press, 2007)

Your book is a convenient handbook on how real life Atheists can stay sane while others are freaking out
with religious madness and blaming it on those that challenge the true believer's faith based system. You are
most welcome to publicize my endorsement. --Edwin Kagin, National Legal Director American Atheists,
Inc.
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About the Author

Darrel Ray, Ed.D. is a psychologist and student of religion for over forty years. Raised in a fundamentalist
home, he knows religion from the inside out. He left religion in his thirties, but continued to ask the question,
"How does religion work on the mind and behavior of those it infects?" Because no other authors seemed to
be answering this question, he wrote this book as a practical and theoretical guide to those who want to
understand religions of all kinds and specifically how to eliminate it from our lives.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michael Jackson:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra time?
What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question since
just their can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on guardería until university need this particular The God Virus: How Religion Infects
Our Lives and Culture to read.

Patricia Howard:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they will get
lot of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you ever
try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the particular book
you have read is usually The God Virus: How Religion Infects Our Lives and Culture.

Amanda Grant:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled The God Virus: How Religion Infects Our Lives and Culture your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will become your mind
friends. Imaging every word written in a reserve then become one application form conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get previous to. The The God Virus: How Religion Infects Our Lives and
Culture giving you an additional experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful
facts for your better life in this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern the following is
your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a game. Do



you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Stephen Mosley:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-book
way, more simple and reachable. This The God Virus: How Religion Infects Our Lives and Culture can give
you a lot of buddies because by you considering this one book you have matter that they don't and make you
more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book
offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than other make you to be
great people. So , why hesitate? We need to have The God Virus: How Religion Infects Our Lives and
Culture.
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