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Though The Maids (translated by Bernard Frechtman) was his first book to be
published in England, Jean Genet was already a legendary figure in
contemporary European literature. An illegitimate child born in Paris in 1910, he
was abandoned by his mother to the Assistance Publique, adopted by a peasant
family in the Morvan and committed to a reformatory for stealing at the age of
ten; after many years spent in this and similar institutions, he joined and deserted
from the Foreign Legion; and in 1948 only escaped life imprisonment after ten
convictions for theft when the President of the Republic - on the petition of a
group of eminent writers and artists - granted him a pardon. His work - novels,
plays, autobiography - reflects the violence and disorder of his life; but it reflects,
too, high and unmistakable literary genius. The Maids is vehement and
passionate; obsessed - as so much of Genet's writing is - with the problems of
identity, of reality and make-believe, of the complexity of truth. It is both an
exciting piece of literature in itself and an admirable introduction to Genet's work
as a whole.
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Though The Maids (translated by Bernard Frechtman) was his first book to be published in England, Jean
Genet was already a legendary figure in contemporary European literature. An illegitimate child born in
Paris in 1910, he was abandoned by his mother to the Assistance Publique, adopted by a peasant family in
the Morvan and committed to a reformatory for stealing at the age of ten; after many years spent in this and
similar institutions, he joined and deserted from the Foreign Legion; and in 1948 only escaped life
imprisonment after ten convictions for theft when the President of the Republic - on the petition of a group of
eminent writers and artists - granted him a pardon. His work - novels, plays, autobiography - reflects the
violence and disorder of his life; but it reflects, too, high and unmistakable literary genius. The Maids is
vehement and passionate; obsessed - as so much of Genet's writing is - with the problems of identity, of
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Andrew Upton is Artistic Director of the Sydney Theatre Company, where his first play, Hanging Man, was
staged in 2002, followed by Riflemind in 2007. He has adapted a number of classics for the company, and in
2007 his version of Gorky's Philistines was seen at the National Theatre in London, followed by Bulgakov's
The White Guard (2010) and Chekhov's The Cherry Orchard (2011). He wrote the films Bangers (1999),
which he also directed, and Gone (2006), and the libretto for Alan John's opera Through the Looking Glass
(2008). Jean Genet was born in Paris in 1910. An illegitimate child who never knew his parents, he was
abandoned to the Public Assistance Authorities. He was ten when he was sent to a reformatory for stealing;
thereafter he spent time in the prisons of nearly every country he visited in thirty years of prowling through
the European underworld. With ten convictions for theft in France to his credit he was, the eleventh time,
condemned to life imprisonment. Eventually he was granted a pardon by President Auriol as a result of
appeals from France's leading artists and writers led by Jean Cocteau.$$$His first novel, Our Lady of the
Flowers, was written while he was in prison, followed by Miracle of the Rose, the autobiographical The
Thief's Journal, Querelle of Brest and Funeral Rites. He wrote six plays: The Balcony, The Blacks, The
Screens, The Maids, Deathwatch and Splendid's (the manuscript of which was rediscovered only in 1993).
Jean Genet died in 1986.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Alfaro:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important normally. The book The Maids was making you to know about other expertise
and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The book The Maids is not only
giving you more new information but also being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your spend
time to read your publication. Try to make relationship while using book The Maids. You never really feel
lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Helen Kingsbury:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
routine give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel
happy read one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the The Maids is
kind of book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Fabian Luton:

This The Maids are usually reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The



explanation of this The Maids can be one of the great books you must have is actually giving you more than
just simple looking at food but feed you actually with information that maybe will shock your preceding
knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions at e-book
and printed versions. Beside that this The Maids forcing you to have an enormous of experience including
rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day task. So , let's
have it and enjoy reading.

Cory Thomas:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting The Maids that give your
enjoyment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading practice all over the world
can be said as the method for people to know world considerably better then how they react towards the
world. It can't be stated constantly that reading routine only for the geeky individual but for all of you who
wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you can
pick The Maids become your own personal starter.
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