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At the beginning of the 20th Century Jordan, like much of the Middle East, was a
loose collection of tribes. By the time of its independence in 1946 it had the most
firmly embedded state structures in the Arab world.  Drawing on previously
untapped sources, Yoav Alon examines how the disparate clan networks of
Jordan were integrated into the Hashemite monarchy, with the help of the British
colonial administrators. Looking at the growth of key state institutions from a
grassroots perspective, Alon shows how they co-opted the structures of tribal
society, and produced a distinctive hybrid between modern statehood and tribal
confederacy which still characterizes Jordan to this day. Alon’s innovative
approach to the origins of modern Jordan provides fresh insights not only into
Jordan itself but into colonialism, modernity and the development of the state in
the Middle East.
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At the beginning of the 20th Century Jordan, like much of the Middle East, was a loose collection of tribes.
By the time of its independence in 1946 it had the most firmly embedded state structures in the Arab world. 
Drawing on previously untapped sources, Yoav Alon examines how the disparate clan networks of Jordan
were integrated into the Hashemite monarchy, with the help of the British colonial administrators. Looking at
the growth of key state institutions from a grassroots perspective, Alon shows how they co-opted the
structures of tribal society, and produced a distinctive hybrid between modern statehood and tribal
confederacy which still characterizes Jordan to this day. Alon’s innovative approach to the origins of modern
Jordan provides fresh insights not only into Jordan itself but into colonialism, modernity and the
development of the state in the Middle East.
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Editorial Review

Review

""The product of extensive research and impeccable scholarship….the best account we have""--Professor
Avi Shlaim, St Antony's College, Oxford

""The scholarship is superb. Alon brings together a wide range of historical sources, in English, Arabic and
Hebrew, many of which have never been used before, and offers a sophisticated, in-depth analysis of state
formation in the mandate years.""--Professor Andrew Shyrock, University of Michigan

""An impressive piece of work..a subtle study that gives due emphasis to the shifting complexities of its
subject whilst emaining readable and accessible""--Dr. Philip Robins, St. Antony's College, Oxford

""[Making of Jordan] is extremely well researched and documented, and will serve as  a valuable resource in
the library of any serious student of Middle Eastern colonial history."" -- Steven C. Dinero, Philadelphia
University

About the Author

Yoav Alon is a Lecturer in Middle Eastern History at the University of Tel Aviv

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michael Stein:

The book The Making of Jordan: Tribes, Colonialism and the Modern State (Library of Modern Middle East
Studies) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So
why must we leave a very important thing like a book The Making of Jordan: Tribes, Colonialism and the
Modern State (Library of Modern Middle East Studies)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about e-
book. But one aim in which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer
with the book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you could give for each other; you may share all of
these. Book The Making of Jordan: Tribes, Colonialism and the Modern State (Library of Modern Middle
East Studies) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can
appearance the enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Michael Counts:

The Making of Jordan: Tribes, Colonialism and the Modern State (Library of Modern Middle East Studies)
can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this



book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit
entertaining however delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to put every word
into delight arrangement in writing The Making of Jordan: Tribes, Colonialism and the Modern State
(Library of Modern Middle East Studies) yet doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest
along with based confirm resource information that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great
information could drawn you into completely new stage of crucial considering.

Alyssa Lewis:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This The Making of Jordan:
Tribes, Colonialism and the Modern State (Library of Modern Middle East Studies) is simple to deliver you
can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not get much space to bring the
actual printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the
book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Allan Kean:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know those guides have
many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. With the book The
Making of Jordan: Tribes, Colonialism and the Modern State (Library of Modern Middle East Studies) we
can acquire more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To be creative person must prefer to read a
book. Just choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by
this book The Making of Jordan: Tribes, Colonialism and the Modern State (Library of Modern Middle East
Studies). You can more desirable than now.
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