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The advent of the all-volunteer force and the evolving nature of modern warfare
have transformed our military, changing it in serious if subtle ways that few
Americans are aware of. Edited by Pulitzer Prize-winning historian David M.
Kennedy, this stimulating volume brings together insights from a remarkable
group of scholars, who shed important new light on the changes effecting today's
armed forces.

Beginning with a Foreword by former Secretary of Defense William J. Perry, the
contributors take an historical approach asthey explore the ever-changing
strategic, political, and fiscal contexts in which the armed forces are trained and
deployed, and the constantly shifting objectives that they are tasked to achievein
the post-9/11 environment. They also offer strong points of view. Lawrence
Freedman, for instance, takes the leadership to task for uncritically embracing the
high-tech Revolution in Military Affairs when "conventiona” warfare seems
increasingly unlikely. And eminent psychiatrist Jonathan Shay warns that the
post-battle effects of what he terms "moral wounds' currently receive inadeguate
attention from the military and the medical profession. Perhaps most troubling,
Karl Eikenberry raises the issue of the "political ownership" of the military in an
eraof al-volunteer service, citing the argument that, absent the political protest
common to the draft era, government decision-makers felt free to carry out
military operationsin both Iraq and Afghanistan. Andrew Bacevich goes further,
writing that "it's no longer our army; it hasn't been for years; it's theirs [the
government's] and they intend to keep it."

Looking at such issues as who serves and why, the impact of non-uniformed
"contractors” in the war zone, and the growing role of women in combat, this
volume brings together leading thinkers who illuminate the American military at
the beginning of the twenty-first century.
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The advent of the all-volunteer force and the evolving nature of modern warfare have transformed our
military, changing it in serious if subtle ways that few Americans are aware of. Edited by Pulitzer Prize-
winning historian David M. Kennedy, this stimulating volume brings together insights from a remarkable
group of scholars, who shed important new light on the changes effecting today's armed forces.

Beginning with a Foreword by former Secretary of Defense William J. Perry, the contributors take an
historical approach as they explore the ever-changing strategic, political, and fiscal contexts in which the
armed forces are trained and deployed, and the constantly shifting objectives that they are tasked to achieve
in the post-9/11 environment. They also offer strong points of view. Lawrence Freedman, for instance, takes
the leadership to task for uncritically embracing the high-tech Revolution in Military Affairs when
"conventional" warfare seems increasingly unlikely. And eminent psychiatrist Jonathan Shay warns that the
post-battle effects of what he terms "moral wounds' currently receive inadeguate attention from the military
and the medical profession. Perhaps most troubling, Karl Eikenberry raises the issue of the "political
ownership" of the military in an era of all-volunteer service, citing the argument that, absent the political
protest common to the draft era, government decision-makers felt free to carry out military operationsin both
Irag and Afghanistan. Andrew Bacevich goes further, writing that "it's no longer our army; it hasn't been for
years; it'stheirs [the government's] and they intend to keep it."

Looking at such issues as who serves and why, the impact of non-uniformed "contractors’ in the war zone,
and the growing role of women in combat, this volume brings together leading thinkers who illuminate the
American military at the beginning of the twenty-first century.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Academic yet accessible, this volume offers thoughtful and occasionally disturbing insights into the
workings of the world's most powerful war machine." --Publishers Weekly

"The world has changed dramatically for the American military in recent years. The volunteer army, re-
examined in this book, has seen increased media scrutiny, questions arising from the use of contractorsin
war zones, and-of course-new technologies like remotely piloted aircraft that have dramatically changed the
nature of warfare. And yet there are few scholarly works that ook comprehensively at the challenges that the
armed forces face and the responses that are required. The thoughtful essaysin David Kennedy's new book
explore this uniquely American institution both through the lens of history and current circumstances. We
owe it to our servicemen and women and to those who command them to examine critically and debate the
state of military affairs. This book is asignificant contribution to that cause.”-Condoleezza Rice, former
Secretary of State

"The Modern American Military is essential reading. It brightly illuminates how profoundly the armed
services have changed with the advent of new enemies, new weapons, new doctrines and a new generation of
volunteer forces. Equally important, it insightfully shows how those changes are reshaping the critical
relationship between the American military and American society."-Philip Taubman, former New York Times
Washington bureau chief, consulting professor at Stanford University and author of The Partnership, Five
Cold Warriors and Their Quest to Ban the Bomb

"A collection of incisive and controversial essays covering matters as diverse - and essential - as military
culture and technology, contracting and doctrine, thisis abook for anyone interested in the armed forces of
what remains the most powerful country on earth.”-Eliot A. Cohen, Robert E. Osgood Professor of Strategic
Studies, Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies

About the Author

David M. Kennedy isthe Donald J. McLachlan Professor of History at Stanford University and the Director
of the Bill Lane Center for the American West. He won the Bancroft Prize for Birth Control in America: The
Career of Margaret Sanger, was afinalist for the Pulitzer Prize for Over Here: The First World War and
American Society, and won the Pulitzer Prize for History for Freedom from Fear: The American Peoplein
Depression and War, 1929-1945. He is also the editor of the renowned Oxford History of the United States.



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Dorothy Marsh:

As peoplewho livein typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the erathat is certainly always change and progress. Some of
you maybe may update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Modern American
Military is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you
want and wish in thisera.

Valerie Orbison:

The e-book with title The Modern American Military has alot of information that you can learn it. You can
get alot of help after read this book. That book exist new information the information that exist in this book
represented the condition of the world right now. That isimportant to yo7u to learn how the improvement of
the world. This particular book will bring you with new era of the the positive effect. Y ou can read the e-
book on your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Nancy Leto:

The Modern American Military can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We recommend that
straight away because this book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nonethel ess delivering the information. The article author giving his/her
effort to place every word into delight arrangement in writing The Modern American Military although
doesn't forget the main pasition, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource facts that maybe
you can be among it. This great information can drawn you into new stage of crucial considering.

Naomi Harris:

Beside that The Modern American Military in your phone, it could possibly give you away to get nearer to
the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you might got hereis fresh from oven so
don't become worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have The
Modern American Military because this book offers to you readable information. Do you oftentimes have
book but you would not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have thisin the
hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still
want to miss this? Find this book in addition to read it from today!
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