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Agnes and Honey have always been best friends, but they haven't always been so
different. Agnes loves being a Believer. She knows the rules at the Mount
Blessing religious commune are there to make her a better person. Honey hates
Mount Blessing and the control Emmanuel, their leader, has over her life. The
only bright spot is the butterfly garden she's helping to build, and the journal of
butterflies that she keeps. When Agnes's grandmother makes an unexpected visit
to the commune, she discovers a violent secret that the Believers are desperate to
keep quiet. And when Agnes's little brother is seriously injured and Emmanuel
refuses to send him to a hospital, Nana Pete takes the three children and escapes
the commune. Their journey begins an exploration of faith, friendship, religion
and family for the two girls, as Agnes clings to her familiar faith while Honey
desperately wants a new future.
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Agnes and Honey have always been best friends, but they haven't always been so different. Agnes loves
being a Believer. She knows the rules at the Mount Blessing religious commune are there to make her a
better person. Honey hates Mount Blessing and the control Emmanuel, their leader, has over her life. The
only bright spot is the butterfly garden she's helping to build, and the journal of butterflies that she keeps.
When Agnes's grandmother makes an unexpected visit to the commune, she discovers a violent secret that
the Believers are desperate to keep quiet. And when Agnes's little brother is seriously injured and Emmanuel
refuses to send him to a hospital, Nana Pete takes the three children and escapes the commune. Their journey
begins an exploration of faith, friendship, religion and family for the two girls, as Agnes clings to her
familiar faith while Honey desperately wants a new future.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 6–9—Honey and Agnes are 14-year-old best friends growing up in the Mount Blessing religious
commune near Fairfield, CT, but are polar opposites in their adherence to the "Four Big Rules" that govern
daily life. Honey, abandoned at the commune as a newborn, is a perpetual rebel, having most recently been
sent to the Regulation Room for kissing a boy. There, the group's founder/leader, the charismatic Emmanuel,
metes out punishments. Agnes is a self-described "saint wannabe." She starves herself, sleeps on stones, and
wears a cord tightly belted under her robe as reminders of the suffering endured by the saints. The girls share
a love for Nana Pete, Agnes's father's mother, and live for her annual summer visits. When Nana discovers
the physical and emotional abuse imposed on the children, she resolves to spirit them away. Honey is a
willing runaway, but Agnes is reluctant. The kids' new reality includes "firsts" such as visits to McDonald's
and Wal-Mart. Their route ends in Georgia, at the home of Agnes's estranged aunt. In the realistic and
emotionally charged climax, family ties are revealed and, thanks to Honey's forethought and Agnes's new
understanding that the truth can set you free, the cult is soon busted, police lights flashing. If both girls
occasionally seem wise beyond their years, readers will nevertheless cheer them on as they ponder the limits
of faith and duty.—Joel Shoemaker, Southeast Junior High School, Iowa City, IA
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Agnes and Honey have grown up together in the Mount Blessing religious community led by charismatic
Emmanuel. But where Agnes is devoted, even emulating those she reads about in The Way of the Saints by
mortifying her body, Honey is desperate for a way out. That comes in the form of Agnes’ Nana Pete, who
learns about the physical discipline that goes on in the Regulation Room. When Agnes’ little brother, Benny,
has a serious accident, which Emmanuel tries to heal with a miracle, Nana Pete whisks the three children
away. The story, both past and present, unfolds in alternating chapters told by Agnes and Honey. Galante,
who grew up in a religious commune, captures Agnes’ loyalty and unease, and Honey’s ability to see beyond
her surroundings is adequately explained (she’s living with someone who has snuck a tiny TV into the
compound), though the question of  her origins seems contrived. Still, readers will be fascinated by a glimpse
into a lifestyle not often seen. Grades 6-10. --Ilene Cooper

About the Author

Cecilia Galante grew up in a religious commune in upstate New York until the age of 15. She is currently a
high school English teacher, and lives with her husband and three children in Kingston, PA.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

George Kirby:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that question because just
their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


start from on guardería until university need this particular The Patron Saint of Butterflies to read.

Kimberly Spradlin:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject The Patron
Saint of Butterflies suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well-known writer in this era. Often
the book untitled The Patron Saint of Butterfliesis one of several books that will everyone read now. That
book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new shape
that you ever know just before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, therefore all of people
can easily to be aware of the core of this guide. This book will give you a lot of information about this world
now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Chad Wood:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Patron Saint of Butterflies, you
can enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh
seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Janice Hayes:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Patron Saint of Butterflies can be the
solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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