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Renowned philanthropist and billionaire Paul Parnell had reached the pinnacle of
monetary success, but not without cost. Had he put too much emphasis on work
and spent too little time with his family?Determined to |eave something far more
valuable than money to his six children, Paul instructs his lawyers to create an
unusual last will and testament. This unorthodox will, which stipulates that the
lions share of Paulstwo billion dollar estate be given to the heirs who pass the
test, was Pauls last hope of creating an enduring legacy by inspiring his children
to give back to society and embrace a code of moral values.The six children-
Rory, Frank, Dan, Monica, Carlaand Ashley-have only one year to make a
difference. But what a difference one year will make.Before these six very
different siblings can complete the test, theyll be forced to face their personal
demons and the incredibly evil influence that could claim one of their own.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Fans of TV's Dynasty and Sidney Sheldon will like Gussin's stand-alone suspense novel, in which the late
Paul Parnell, a Philadel phia philanthropist, leaves awill that stipulates his six children must each pass a
family valuestest to inherit ashare of his huge estate. When Paul's executor reveals the terms of the yearlong
test, Paul's U.S. senator son, Frank, and his wife, Meredith, are angry because they were expecting funds for
Frank's presidential campaign. The would-be heirs are also disturbed to learn that Paul had a daughter out of
wedlock, superstar Monica Monroe, who could also inherit. Meanwhile, psychiatrist Conrad Welton, a
greedy psycho, schemesto marry Ashley, one of Paul's legitimate daughters. Various tragedies claim the
lives of more than one heir. When, on the morning of 9/11, pregnant Ashley seeks advice about her
upcoming marriage to Conrad from alawyer with officesin the World Trade Center, she disappears. Is she
dead or alive? The plot takes a number of terrifying twists before Gussin (Shadow of Death) reveals the
answer. (Oct.)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
"Fans of TV's Dynasty and Sidney Sheldon will like Gussin'sstand-alone suspense novel. The plot takes a
number of terrifying twists before Gussin reveals the answer." --Publishers Weekly

From the Author

An Interview with Patricia Gussin about The Test

Start to finish, how long did it take youto write The Test?
The Test took me about a year to write.

How did you get theidea?

My husbandand | were heading toward the beach one fine summer day when we came upon aneighbor who
seemed agitated, so we stopped to chat. Acting like amateur psychologists, we let himrant and rave about
how fanatical he was about what to leave his children inhiswill. He wanted to be fair, but alsowanted to
reward them according to his perception of admirable behavior. He ended up by saying, "1 guess, what |
wantisto rule from the grave." Thatstatement served as the framework for TheTest. What would happen if
averyweathy man created awill designed to rule from the grave?

Which part of thewriting process did youenjoy most? Why?
lenjoyed creating the Parnell family. Ilove large, complicated families and find them the perfect stage to
play outthe range of human emotions.

Which part of the writing process was mostdifficult? Why?

The mostdifficult challenge in writing The Testwas to pick one of the Parnell siblings as the primary
protagonist. Intheend, | chose Ashley because she is theone who falls prey to opportunism and the evil of
greed.

TheTest isquite different than your previous novels, Shadow of Death and TwistedJustice. What



prompted you to tacklea different type of novel?

Laura Nelsonappears in Shadow of Death as amedical student in 1967 and returns as a thoracic surgeon in
Twisted Justicein 1978. In TheTest, | wanted to introduce a new family in a more modern environment.
2001, ayear of terror on aworldwide scale,seemed an appropriate erato demonstrate terror of amore
personal nature. Readers of Shadow of Death and TwistedJustice, however, will recognize arecurring
character in The Test.

In all of your novels, family isanimportant theme. Why isthat?

I come fromafamily of six children, and | have seven children. My whole life has been the balance of a
medicalcareer and a big family, so | have a huge family insight bank to drawfrom. The family unit is so full
ofemotion and vulnerability that it seems the perfect focus. Each family is unique, but the concept offamily
is ubiquitous and eternal.

In TheTest, the six Parnell siblingsare all radically different. Do you think that it isan accurate
depictionof a large family?

Yes, Ido. Based on my experience as a parentand a pediatrician, every child is unique.l have never heard a
parent say, "My children are all the same.” In afamily like the Parnells, six siblingsand three mothers, the
disparity among them could be anticipated. But even with the Parnells, the drasticdifference between Dan
and Frank, and also between Ashley and Carla, could notbe predicted, but | think is more typical than not of
sibling differences.

What do you think was Paul Parnell'sprimary motivation in creating " thetest” - adesiretodo
something meaningfulfor the family heleft behind, or a desire to control from " beyond the grave,” or
maybe a little of both?

Paul Parnell waswell intended. He was desperate to do whatever he could toincent "goodness' in his
children. Soyes, he did want to do something meaningful in creating this credo of atest,but he also knew
he'd be doing it from "beyond the grave'.

Of the six siblings, which do you find mostsympathetic? Why?
| find Carlathe most sympathetic. Carlais not only overindulged, but also abandoned in thewake of her
parents' illnesses. Shesinks very deeply, but ultimately struggles for recovery.

Of the six siblings, which do you findleast sympathetic? Why?
Initially,Frank. He seems so self-centered,egotistical and arrogant, but as the story evolves, he slowly,
thendramatically, changes to elicit the sympathy he then deserves.

How did you get theidea for the novel'svillain? |she based on anyone you know?

ConradWeldon is not based on anybody | know, but is a composite of the evil thatlurks beyond the surface of
apsychopath's veneer. Ashley isthe perfect target for Conrad, andhe manipulates her with the grandiosity
and self assurance of hisnarcissism.

Given their affluent upbringing, theParnell children certainly didn't go without material wants, yet
each siblingseemsto be sear ching to fill avoid in their lives. What was your reasoning in making this
acentral themein the novel?

Even thoughthe Parnell children represent different phases of Paul Parnell's life, theyall suffered from atype
of emotional deprivation--parental neglect for Frankand Dan, parental illness for Ashley and Carla.And this
neglect left scars, but a different type of scar for each,reflected by that sense of filling avoid.

Throughout the cour se of the narrative,each character in the novel istested in ways far beyond the



actual" test." Do you think Paul Parnellenvisioned histest asaway to get hisfamily to confront their
real issues?

Paul wantedthem to confront their own individual shortcomings as he judged them and as hepointed out to
them in anindividual note.He never could have envisioned the adverse outcome of this well-
intendedapproach as related and unrelated eventsintervene.

Do you think Paul Parnell was motivated byguilt in any way, and if so, do you think his guilt was
justified or imagined?

Ithink that Paul was motivated by guilt, some justified and some imagined. He did feel a sense of
desperation to correcthis shortcomings as afather. Since itwas too late to go back and do things differently,
he had to do somethingnow. He'd been avery powerful man so hewould have found it difficult to accept
failure.

Do you think the Parnell siblings arevictims of their affluent upbringing?Why or why not?

Yes, | believe that with the exception of Rory andMonica, the siblings are victims of their upbringing. Rory
and Monica had the benefit of growing upin aloving, middle class environment. The others were victimsin
some way, especially Ashley and Carla.

Even though Paul Parnell has passed awaybefor e the book opens, do you think heis™ present”
throughout the narrative?Why or why not?

Paul's presence is felt on amost every page of The Test even though he's not physicallypresent. He has set
the stage on whichhis children play out the drama of their complicated and interacting lives.

In TheTest, you manage to seamlessly weave together six very different storylinesin a very dramatic
way. How on earth were you able to accomplish that?

| wrote thefirst version of The Test in themultiple first person narrative. Eachsibling, aswell as Conrad, had
their own first person voice. | thought that this technique would showcasethe different personalities as the
characterstold their individual, yetintersecting, story of what happened as aresult of "thetest." | found
toomuch repetition in that draft and in the interest of accelerating the pace, Ichanged to a multiple third
person technique.However, going through the exercise of each character telling the storydid help me keep all
the story linesin control.

In the end, do you think Paul Parnellaccomplished hisgoal? Why or why not?
PaulParnell's goal was accomplished at the end of the story, but not via 'the test'technique that he'd imposed,
but rather, by tragedy and adversity.

What do you hope reader swill take away fromThe Test?
I hope thatreaders will take away the recognition of the true valuesin life and theenjoyment of athrilling
story.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Cora Gallien:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even an issue. What people must be
consider while those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the



unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possihilities will not happen with you if you take The Test as the daily resource information.

Shannon Bland:

The Test can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because
this reserve has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to set every
word into delight arrangement in writing The Test however doesn't forget the main position, giving the
reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can be considered one of it.
This great information can drawn you into new stage of crucial considering.

Theresa Frost:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. Y ou can get it by net on social media. Y ou can choose the most
effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by means of searching fromit. It isidentified as of
book The Test. Y ou can include your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it might add your
knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about book. It can bring
you from one destination to other place.

Johanna Land:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they get a
half areas of the book. Y ou can choose the book The Test to make your own reading is interesting. Y our
personal skill of reading talent is developing when you like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you
enjoy you just read it and mingle the opinion about book and studying especialy. It isto be initially opinion
for you to like to wide open abook and learn it. Beside that the publication The Test can to be your brand-
new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of their time.
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