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Now in a fully updated edition, A Concise History of U.S. Foreign Policy offers a
conceptual and historical overview of American foreign relations from the
founding to the present. Compact and accessible, the text provides students with
a clear and concise understanding of key decisions and why they were made.
Joyce P. Kaufman introduces the major themes that have driven the making of
U.S. foreign policy, with an emphasis on the importance of economics and trade
as well as the relevant political issues of the time to both describe and explain
critical decisions. Beginning with the question "what is foreign policy and why is
it important?" the author shows the reader how foreign policy is relevant to
everyone, and in some way touches all our lives. The book develops the themes
historically to show how various presidents and administrations built upon the
past, and where they set a new course and why.

Kaufman pays particular attention to the Cold War and beyond, with a chapter
devoted specifically to the changes in direction of American foreign policy as a
result of September 11. She concludes with a look forward to challenges the
United States will face in the coming decades. With its strong narrative and use
of compelling case studies, the book engages students fully in this crucial topic,
encouraging them to form their own ideas about American foreign policy.
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provides students with a clear and concise understanding of key decisions and why they were made. Joyce P.
Kaufman introduces the major themes that have driven the making of U.S. foreign policy, with an emphasis
on the importance of economics and trade as well as the relevant political issues of the time to both describe
and explain critical decisions. Beginning with the question "what is foreign policy and why is it important?"
the author shows the reader how foreign policy is relevant to everyone, and in some way touches all our
lives. The book develops the themes historically to show how various presidents and administrations built
upon the past, and where they set a new course and why.

Kaufman pays particular attention to the Cold War and beyond, with a chapter devoted specifically to the
changes in direction of American foreign policy as a result of September 11. She concludes with a look
forward to challenges the United States will face in the coming decades. With its strong narrative and use of
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own ideas about American foreign policy.
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Editorial Review

Review
A welcome addition to texts on U.S. foreign policy. The book provides a very comprehensive and yet
succinct overview of theories, the history of U.S. foreign policy from the founding of the country, and a
contemporary analysis of foreign policy and considerations for the future. The inclusion of a feminist
analysis, which is often neglected in most texts, is also appreciated. The writing is very accessible to
students, linking their own lives to how and why foreign policy matters to them. (Kristen P. Williams, Clark
University)

Teachers of American foreign policy often struggle to find the right balance between diplomatic history and
contemporary policy debates. In a short and highly readable text, Joyce Kaufman gets the balance just right
and provides an anchor for building effective classroom discussions about where we have come from and
where we might be headed. (Robert Strong, Washington and Lee University)

A very good, concise summary suitable for undergraduate students in U.S. International Relations. (Andrew
F. Clark, University of North Carolina, Wilmington)

About the Author
Joyce P. Kaufman is professor of political science and director of the Center for Engagement with
Communities at Whittier College.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anthony Jarrard:

The book A Concise History of U.S. Foreign Policy give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time.
You may use to make your capable more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting strain
or having big problem with the subject. If you can make studying a book A Concise History of U.S. Foreign
Policy to be your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your
knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You can know everything if you like start and read a book A
Concise History of U.S. Foreign Policy. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or
encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this guide?

Harriet Dupree:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This A Concise History of U.S. Foreign Policy book is readable by you
who hate the straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading
through experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer of
A Concise History of U.S. Foreign Policy content conveys the idea easily to understand by most people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different such as it. So , do you even now
thinking A Concise History of U.S. Foreign Policy is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?



Elizabeth Sherer:

The feeling that you get from A Concise History of U.S. Foreign Policy could be the more deep you digging
the information that hide inside words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book
is hard to recognise but A Concise History of U.S. Foreign Policy giving you excitement feeling of reading.
The article author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood through anyone who read
this because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This book also makes your current vocabulary
increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We suggest you for having this specific A Concise History of U.S. Foreign Policy instantly.

Joshua Stpierre:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. From the book A Concise History of U.S. Foreign Policy we can get more advantage. Don't you to be
creative people? To get creative person must prefer to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suited
with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this time book A Concise History of U.S. Foreign
Policy. You can more pleasing than now.
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