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Acclaimed historian Joseph J. Ellis brings his unparalleled talents to this riveting
account of the early years of the Republic.

The last quarter of the eighteenth century remains the most politically creative
era in American history, when a dedicated group of men undertook a bold
experiment in political ideals. It was a time of both triumphs and tragedies—all
of which contributed to the shaping of our burgeoning nation. Ellis casts an
incisive eye on the gradual pace of the American Revolution and the
contributions of such luminaries as Washington, Jefferson, and Madison, and
brilliantly analyzes the failures of the founders to adequately solve the problems
of slavery and the treatment of Native Americans. With accessible prose and
stunning eloquence, Ellis delineates in American Creation an era of flawed
greatness, at a time when understanding our origins is more important than ever.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Starred Review. This subtle, brilliant examination of the period between the War of Independence and the
Louisiana Purchase puts Pulitzer-winner Ellis (Founding Brothers) among the finest of America's narrative
historians. Six stories, each centering on a significant creative achievement or failure, combine to portray
often flawed men and their efforts to lay the republic's foundation. Set against the extraordinary
establishment of the most liberal nation-state in the history of Western Civilization... in the most extensive
and richly endowed plot of ground on the planet are the terrible costs of victory, including the perpetuation
of slavery and the cruel oppression of Native Americans. Ellis blames the founders' failures on their decision
to opt for an evolutionary revolution, not a risky severance with tradition (as would happen, murderously, in
France, which necessitated compromises, like retaining slavery). Despite the injustices and brutalities that
resulted, Ellis argues, this deferral strategy was a profound insight rooted in a realistic appraisal of how
enduring social change best happens. Ellis's lucid, illuminating and ironic prose will make this a holiday
season hit. (Nov. 5)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Bookmarks Magazine
Reviewers embraced American Creation for the same reason they enjoyed Ellis’s previous books: his
treatment of the Founding Fathers is neither idolatrous nor iconoclastic. He portrays them as the fascinating,
complex, and human characters they really were. Some historians disagreed with details of Ellis’s
interpretation, but they tended to emphasize that, like the founders themselves, Ellis has created a useful
framework in which the ideas of the Revolutionary period can be discussed. Ellis’s prose, on the other hand,
did not inspire any comparisons with Thomas Jefferson’s; in fact, several reviewers suggested another round
of editing. But all critics agreed that the author’s masterful handling of the material checked and balanced the
occasional tyrannical sentence.
Copyright © 2004 Phillips & Nelson Media, Inc.

From Booklist
*Starred Review* In a structure similar to his Founding Brothers (2000), which examined leading American
revolutionaries at critical episodes, Ellis selects "certain propitious moments" from the American Revolution
and early republic, dramatizes them, and analyzes their crucial ramifications for America's future. Those
Ellis discusses, such as a sense of nationalism or the Founders' failure to constrain slavery, emerge as
contingent developments. What Ellis emphasizes in this set of incisive narratives is the possibility that
history could have taken some very different directions and that what occurred is unjustifiably endowed with
inevitability. Subjects include the debate preceding the Declaration of Independence; the ordeal of Valley
Forge; the beginning of the party system in the 1790s; and the Louisiana Purchase. Collectively they
illuminate, argues Ellis, the Founders' anxieties about the constitutional nature, territorial extent, and
permanence of the republic they were constructing. All the Founders had reservations about the nation-state
that resulted. Their maneuvers to alter it, such as an effort by Washington's secretary of war to change Indian
policy from dispossession to accommodation, crystallize in Ellis' outstanding acuity about the successes and
failures of the Founders. A history bound for phenomenal popularity. Taylor, Gilbert

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Wanda Stamper:

This American Creation: Triumphs and Tragedies in the Founding of the Republic book is simply not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book
is actually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you
read a lot of information you will get. This kind of American Creation: Triumphs and Tragedies in the
Founding of the Republic without we comprehend teach the one who studying it become critical in
contemplating and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry American Creation: Triumphs and Tragedies in the
Founding of the Republic can bring when you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' grow to be
full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cell phone. This American Creation: Triumphs
and Tragedies in the Founding of the Republic having good arrangement in word along with layout, so you
will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Colin Rousey:

The event that you get from American Creation: Triumphs and Tragedies in the Founding of the Republic is
a more deep you digging the information that hide in the words the more you get interested in reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but American Creation: Triumphs and Tragedies in the
Founding of the Republic giving you joy feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in certain
way that can be understood by simply anyone who read that because the author of this publication is well-
known enough. This kind of book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to
understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having that
American Creation: Triumphs and Tragedies in the Founding of the Republic instantly.

Jessica Hurst:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this American Creation: Triumphs and
Tragedies in the Founding of the Republic publication written by well-known writer who really knows well
how to make book which can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written with good manner for
you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still
question American Creation: Triumphs and Tragedies in the Founding of the Republic as good book not just
by the cover but also through the content. This is one e-book that can break don't assess book by its protect,
so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading through sixth
sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Elizabeth Smith:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book and also novel and American Creation: Triumphs and Tragedies in the
Founding of the Republic as well as others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the
truly great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or
students especially. Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In various other case, beside
science publication, any other book likes American Creation: Triumphs and Tragedies in the Founding of the
Republic to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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