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More Americans trace their ancestry to Germany than to any other country.
Arguably, German Americans form America's largest ethnic group. Yet they
have a remarkably low profile today, reflecting a dramatic, twentieth-century
retreat from German-American identity. In this age of multiculturalism, why
have German Americans gone into ethnic eclipse--and where have they ended
up? Becoming Old Stock represents the first in-depth exploration of that question.
The book describes how German Philadelphians reinvented themselves in the
early twentieth century, especially after World War I brought a nationwide anti-
German backlash.

Using quantitative methods, oral history, and a cultural analysis of written
sources, the book explores how, by the 1920s, many middle-class and Lutheran
residents had redefined themselves in "old-stock" terms--as "American" in
opposition to southeastern European "new immigrants." It also examines
working-class and Catholic Germans, who came to share a common identity with
other European immigrants, but not with newly arrived black Southerners.

Becoming Old Stock sheds light on the way German Americans used race,
American nationalism, and mass culture to fashion new identities in place of
ethnic ones. It is also an important contribution to the growing literature on racial
identity among European Americans. In tracing the fate of one of America's
largest ethnic groups, Becoming Old Stock challenges historians to rethink the
phenomenon of ethnic assimilation and to explore its complex relationship to
American pluralism.
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More Americans trace their ancestry to Germany than to any other country. Arguably, German Americans
form America's largest ethnic group. Yet they have a remarkably low profile today, reflecting a dramatic,
twentieth-century retreat from German-American identity. In this age of multiculturalism, why have German
Americans gone into ethnic eclipse--and where have they ended up? Becoming Old Stock represents the first
in-depth exploration of that question. The book describes how German Philadelphians reinvented themselves
in the early twentieth century, especially after World War I brought a nationwide anti-German backlash.

Using quantitative methods, oral history, and a cultural analysis of written sources, the book explores how,
by the 1920s, many middle-class and Lutheran residents had redefined themselves in "old-stock" terms--as
"American" in opposition to southeastern European "new immigrants." It also examines working-class and
Catholic Germans, who came to share a common identity with other European immigrants, but not with
newly arrived black Southerners.

Becoming Old Stock sheds light on the way German Americans used race, American nationalism, and mass
culture to fashion new identities in place of ethnic ones. It is also an important contribution to the growing
literature on racial identity among European Americans. In tracing the fate of one of America's largest ethnic
groups, Becoming Old Stock challenges historians to rethink the phenomenon of ethnic assimilation and to
explore its complex relationship to American pluralism.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This is a richly satisfying book. One puts it down feeling that everything relevant to the subject has been
carefully looked into, judiciously considered, and set forth in a calm, clear, and illuminating manner. . . .
[The] book gives us much to think about and even more to admire."--Philip Gleason, American Historical
Review

"The book has tremendous merits for its sweeping arguments backed up by detailed documentation. . . . [It]
makes an invaluable contribution to our understanding of early twentieth century German-America, and it
enhances our understanding of the relationship between ethnicity, whiteness, and national identity in urban
America."--Christiane Harzig, Central European History

From the Inside Flap
"This is a scholarly work par excellence. Prodigiously researched, cogently argued and extremely well
written, the book is a richly detailed case study of the shifts in German-American identity in Philadelphia
during the early 20th century. A tour de force."--Marilyn Halter, Boston University

From the Back Cover

"This is a scholarly work par excellence. Prodigiously researched, cogently argued and extremely well
written, the book is a richly detailed case study of the shifts in German-American identity in Philadelphia
during the early 20th century. A tour de force."--Marilyn Halter, Boston University

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jose Suh:

This Becoming Old Stock: The Paradox of German-American Identity usually are reliable for you who want
to become a successful person, why. The reason why of this Becoming Old Stock: The Paradox of German-
American Identity can be one of many great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just
simple examining food but feed you actually with information that perhaps will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in
e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Becoming Old Stock: The Paradox of German-American Identity
giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we
know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Jennifer Mitchell:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular



reader with their story or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they
write about the knowledge about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always
try to improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One
of them is this Becoming Old Stock: The Paradox of German-American Identity.

Edward Trotta:

Why? Because this Becoming Old Stock: The Paradox of German-American Identity is an unordinary book
that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will surprise you with the secret that
inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who write the book in such amazing way makes
the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning totally. So , it
is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This unique book
will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have got such as help improving your ability and your
critical thinking method. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were you I will go to the e-book
store hurriedly.

Phillip Darrah:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to you is
Becoming Old Stock: The Paradox of German-American Identity this guide consist a lot of the information
in the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how do the world has grown up. The
language styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some study
when he makes this book. Here is why this book appropriate all of you.
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