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In this masterful work, both an illumination of Kant’s thought and an important contribution to contemporary
legal and political theory, Arthur Ripstein gives a comprehensive yet accessible account of Kant’s political
philosophy. Ripstein shows that Kant’s thought is organized around two central claims: first, that legal
institutions are not simply responses to human limitations or circumstances; indeed the requirements of
justice can be articulated without recourse to views about human inclinations and vulnerabilities. Second,
Kant argues for a distinctive moral principle, which restricts the legitimate use of force to the creation of a
system of equal freedom. Ripstein’s description of the unity and philosophical plausibility of this dimension
of Kant’s thought will be a revelation to political and legal scholars.

In addition to providing a clear and coherent statement of the most misunderstood of Kant’s ideas, Ripstein
also shows that Kant’s views remain conceptually powerful and morally appealing today. Ripstein defends
the idea of equal freedom by examining several substantive areas of law?private rights, constitutional law,
police powers, and punishment?and by demonstrating the compelling advantages of the Kantian framework
over competing approaches.
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Editorial Review

Review
This is one of the best books on Kant's legal philosophy to appear to date. It is both an outstanding
commentary on Kant and an important work of legal-political philosophy with much contemporary
relevance. What is perhaps most impressive about this book is how much unity it uncovers in Kant's legal
and political thought. (Martin J. Stone, Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law)

This masterful treatment of Kant's legal and political philosophy gets to the heart of Kant's endeavor and its
virtues with wonderful clarity--a terrific achievement. We learn from Ripstein both how Kant's legal and
political philosophy is best understood and how this philosophy can be defended and employed in ongoing
philosophical debates. I regard this as the very best kind of approach to the history of philosophy. (A. John
Simmons, University of Virginia)

One sunny spring day nearly forty years ago, I was sitting in an open air café in Ithaca, New York, having
coffee with Hans-Georg Gadamer… Gadamer said that the biggest single lacuna in Kant studies was the
absence of a really good book on Kant's Rechtslehre. It ought to be a book, he declared, that did not start out
from Kantian ethics, but instead expounded Kant's theory of human rights, law and politics authentically,
solely on the ground of Kant's concept of Recht: external freedom according to universal law… Until now,
however, I have never found the book Gadamer thought so badly needed to be written. But this book finally
appears to be it. (Allen Wood Notre Dame Philosophical Reviews 2009-11-01)

Force and Freedom is arguably the best book ever written on Kant’s legal and political philosophy. (Jon
Mandle Dialogue 2010-10-01)

There can be little doubt that this is the book against which all other interpretations of Kant’s legal and
political theory will be measured. (Andrew Botterell Canadian Journal of Political Science 2011-06-01)

A prominent feature of the landscape in moral philosophy and its history during the past forty years has been
the simultaneous flowering of scholarship on Kant, alongside Kantian approaches to contemporary ethical
theory. Kant’s legal and political philosophies have fared less well, however. With some notable exceptions,
they have attracted less sustained scholarly interest and inspired nothing like the contributions to current
debates of Kantian moral philosophers such as Herman, Hill, and Korsgaard. Arthur Ripstein’s Force and
Freedom goes a long way to redressing this imbalance. It provides both a beautifully clear and insightful
interpretation of the relevant Kantian texts as well as a sympathetic and forceful presentation of their central
claims and arguments as Ripstein interprets them. It is a remarkable achievement. (Stephen Darwall Legal
Theory 2013-03-01)

About the Author
Arthur Ripstein is Professor of Law and Philosophy at the University of Toronto.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Kate Sutton:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the data about
something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or daughters,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them is this Force and
Freedom: Kant's Legal and Political Philosophy.

Geraldine Carlson:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping Force and Freedom: Kant's Legal
and Political Philosophy that give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading
practice all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world considerably better then
how they react towards the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading habit only for the geeky
person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start
reading as your good habit, it is possible to pick Force and Freedom: Kant's Legal and Political Philosophy
become your starter.

Joseph Russell:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Force and Freedom: Kant's
Legal and Political Philosophy can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of
date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
textbooks have than the others?

Phillip Martin:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Force and Freedom: Kant's Legal and Political
Philosophy was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Force and
Freedom: Kant's Legal and Political Philosophy has many kinds or type. Start from kids until young adults.
For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore
not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best
book for you and try to like reading in which.
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