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This volume rethinks the work of Jacques Ellul (1912-1994) on the centenary of
his birth, by presenting an overview of the current debates based on Ellul's
insights. As one of the most significant twentieth-century thinkers about
technology, Ellul was among the first thinkers to realize the importance of topics
such as globalization, terrorism, communication technologies and ecology, and
study them from a technological perspective.

The book is divided into three sections. The first discusses Ellul’s diagnosis of
modern society, and addresses the reception of his work on the technological
society, the notion of efficiency, the process of symbolization/de-symbolization,
and ecology. The second analyzes communicational and cultural problems, as
well as threats and trends in early twenty-first century societies. Many of the
issues Ellul saw as crucial – such as energy, propaganda, applied life sciences
and communication – continue to be so. In fact they have grown exponentially,
on a global scale, producing new forms of risk.

Essays in the final section examine the duality of reason and revelation. They
pursue an understanding of Ellul in terms of the depth of experience and the
traditions of human knowledge, which is to say, on the one hand, the experience
of the human being as contained in the rationalist, sociological and philosophical
traditions. On the other hand there are the transcendent roots of human existence,
as well as “revealed knowledge,” in the mystical and religious traditions. The
meeting of these two traditions enables us to look at Ellul’s work as a whole, but
above all it opens up a space for examining religious life in the technological
society.
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This volume rethinks the work of Jacques Ellul (1912-1994) on the centenary of his birth, by presenting an
overview of the current debates based on Ellul's insights. As one of the most significant twentieth-century
thinkers about technology, Ellul was among the first thinkers to realize the importance of topics such as
globalization, terrorism, communication technologies and ecology, and study them from a technological
perspective.

The book is divided into three sections. The first discusses Ellul’s diagnosis of modern society, and
addresses the reception of his work on the technological society, the notion of efficiency, the process of
symbolization/de-symbolization, and ecology. The second analyzes communicational and cultural problems,
as well as threats and trends in early twenty-first century societies. Many of the issues Ellul saw as crucial –
such as energy, propaganda, applied life sciences and communication – continue to be so. In fact they have
grown exponentially, on a global scale, producing new forms of risk.

Essays in the final section examine the duality of reason and revelation. They pursue an understanding of
Ellul in terms of the depth of experience and the traditions of human knowledge, which is to say, on the one
hand, the experience of the human being as contained in the rationalist, sociological and philosophical
traditions. On the other hand there are the transcendent roots of human existence, as well as “revealed
knowledge,” in the mystical and religious traditions. The meeting of these two traditions enables us to look at
Ellul’s work as a whole, but above all it opens up a space for examining religious life in the technological
society.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover

This volume rethinks the work of Jacques Ellul (1912-1994) on the centenary of his birth, by presenting an
overview of the current debates based on Ellul's insights. As one of the most significant twentieth-century
thinkers about technology, Ellul was among the first thinkers to realize the importance of topics such as
globalization, terrorism, communication technologies and ecology, and study them from a technological
perspective.

The book is divided into three sections. The first discusses Ellul’s diagnosis of modern society, and
addresses the reception of his work on the technological society, the notion of efficiency, the process of
symbolization/de-symbolization, and ecology. The second analyzes communicational and cultural problems,
as well as threats and trends in early twenty-first century societies. Many of the issues Ellul saw as crucial –
such as energy, propaganda, applied life sciences and communication – continue to be so. In fact they have
grown exponentially, on a global scale, producing new forms of risk.

Essays in the final section examine the duality of reason and revelation. They pursue an understanding of
Ellul in terms of the depth of experience and the traditions of human knowledge, which is to say, on the one
hand, the experience of the human being as contained in the rationalist, sociological and philosophical
traditions. On the other hand there are the transcendent roots of human existence, as well as “revealed
knowledge,” in the mystical and religious traditions. The meeting of these two traditions enables us to look at
Ellul’s work as a whole, but above all it opens up a space for examining religious life in the technological
society.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Adam Nelson:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense happy read one
using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the Jacques Ellul and the Technological
Society in the 21st Century (Philosophy of Engineering and Technology) is kind of e-book which is giving
the reader unstable experience.

Robert Marques:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you need to
do is just spending your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the books in the



top record in your reading list is Jacques Ellul and the Technological Society in the 21st Century (Philosophy
of Engineering and Technology). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in
getting precious person. By looking upwards and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Randal Revilla:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or even
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or real
their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that
on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Jacques Ellul and the Technological Society in the 21st Century (Philosophy of
Engineering and Technology) can make you sense more interested to read.

Luis Poole:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that question was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also know
that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your current
teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by book. Many kinds of books
that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually Jacques Ellul and the Technological
Society in the 21st Century (Philosophy of Engineering and Technology).
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