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Ideal for pre-service and new teachers, this book shows what it’s really like to
step before a classroom of grade six to 12 students and make English language
arts approachable and real. Presenting a constructivist approach that asks, “How
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Editorial Review

From the Publisher
This methods book advocates a process approach to English instruction which is interactive and
developmental -- one that is learner-centered, rather than teacher-centered.

From the Inside Flap
Preface

Teaching is a difficult task, and no one text can answer all of the complex questions facing teachers,
especially novice teachers, in today's challenging classrooms. For this reason, we are quick to point out that
this text is not a panacea. At the same time, we believe that it does offer a comprehensive view of teaching
the English language arts, based on sound research and effective classroom practice nationwide, as well as a
realistic view of student diversity. In brief, it provides teachers with thoughtful and practical approaches to
both curriculum and instruction in secondary English.

In developing this third edition, we reaffirm the value of a holistic, integrated approach to teaching the
English language arts. Although we separate the language arts into separate chapters (e.g., composition,
literature, oral language), we do so only to explore each area in some depth. Further, we bring the strands
back together in every chapter, demonstrating that we teach best when we recognize the potential for both
oral and written language in every lesson or unit that we develop and implement. Because our society
continues to debate issues of basic skills, and with a state and national focus on assessment, we devote a
separate chapter to grammar. We believe that teachers who understand the nature of language learning and
the acquisition of skills can successfully integrate grammar throughout the language arts curriculum. In this
edition, recognizing that our classrooms serve students with greater diversity and needs, we also address
materials and instructional strategies for this population in greater detail. Moreover, we have updated,
expanded, and rearranged chapters in this new edition.

The most effective teachers are usually the most reflective among us; they are not afraid to question
materials, instructional methods, or themselves in the process of working with young learners. To encourage
thoughtful reflection, we ask readers to interact with the ideas presented, whether it be to affirm, question, or
challenge. For this reason, we include problem-solving and application as a significant part of the text. Our
hope is that in such simulation, novice teachers will gain useful experience, as well as that most practical of
habits, thoughtful reflection. A BRIEF LOOK AT THE THIRD EDITION:
CHANGES AND EMPHASES

In Chapter 1 we provide a foundation for all the English language arts, the professional knowledge base on
which teachers build curriculum and instruction. We explore briefly the nature of the language arts as
processes of making meaning and the holistic nature of learning. The real journey of discovery occurs
throughout the text as readers find their individual way. Chapter 2 focuses on the students we teach. We
believe it is the students, not the subject matter, who are to be the core of curriculum and instruction. In this
new edition, we discuss Howard Gardner's work in multiple intelligences and urge greater awareness of
student diversity. Varying sources of student alienation, as well as the larger issue of students at risk, are
addressed here; we return to student diversity in later chapters. With students firmly in mind, we turn to
curriculum and instruction in Chapter 3.



We have noticed that few contemporary methods texts include much information on curriculum, even though
novice teachers are expected to understand it, develop it, and deliver it. In a time of increased accountability,
of performance standards, novice teachers need a basic understanding of curriculum and its relationship to
student performance. We find, too, that novice teachers need more information on planning for classroom
instruction, so we devote Chapter 4 to this important area. In this chapter, we have added substantial
information on working with reluctant learners; we also address special needs students in greater detail. As a
practical approach to learner diversity, lessons and units throughout the text ask readers to evaluate how well
our least capable or least interested student might fare. Teaching students with limited English proficiency or
different dialects is a critical part of both Chapter 10 and Chapter 12.

In Chapters 5 through 9, we address the strands of English language arts, the core curriculum of the
secondary school; listening, speaking, writing, and literature. As the title of Chapter 5 suggests, we find oral
language to be the most neglected area, often receiving scant attention in methods texts. Thus, we have
strengthened the chapter with a larger emphasis on designing and implementing group work. We have also
added a segment on using young adult literature in oral work, including hands-on work with The Giver, a
particularly rich resource. The Giver is featured again in Chapter 9, Teaching Literature. Chapter 6, Teaching
Composition, now combines the teaching of writing processes and writing skills (e.g., syntax, usage).
Implementation of the writing process by a middle school teacher, along with an example of a 7th grade
essay, asks students to evaluate both process and product. Chapter 7 is new, a response to an increasingly
important aspect of secondary curriculum and performance standards: writing as a way of learning. Within
this chapter, we address study skills needed in everyday academic work, as well as for expository and
argumentative writing. Research and report writing are given additional attention, with a new segment on
using and evaluating Internet sites.

The next two chapters focus on literature. Chapter 8, Selecting Literature, has a new emphasis on the
literature of American minorities and women, without neglecting other areas such as classic, young adult,
and world literature. More middle school selections have been added to this chapter, as well as to Chapter 9,
Teaching Literature. Responding to the thematic use of literature is an important feature of the literature
chapters. Thematic units then become the subject of Chapter 13, where students learn more specifically how
to design and implement them. Issues of and strategies for assessment are addressed in Chapter 11 and are
applicable to both written and oral language.

Chapter 10 offers a particularly strong response to questions of working effectively with second language
learners. Similarly Chapter 12 focuses on understanding and teaching about language. Using young adult
literature to teach language concepts is a new segment, and similar to our approach throughout this text, we
ask students to evaluate sample lessons and units. In brief, we ask them to look through the lenses of the
teachers whom they aspire to be.

The organization of this text is flexible, allowing instructors to follow their own course structure and wishes.
We suggest that Chapters 1 and 2 remain the introduction and foundation of the course; Chapters 3 and 4
could be used later, although they are designed to provide "students with a context for considering each of
the language arts. Chapters on oral language, composition, literature, and language could be used in any
order desired. ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

We could not have written this book without the help of our students: those in secondary schools who
unwittingly were a major part of our learning process; our undergraduate students who help us to understand
the fears and uncertainties of becoming a teacher; our graduate students who, as experienced teachers, keep
us aware of the realities of the classroom. All of these students are our teachers, and we are grateful for the
opportunities to learn from them.



Many friends have provided us with suggestions and encouragement as we worked on all three editions of
this text. For this third edition, we wish to note in particular the contributions of Laura Apfelbeck, Helen
Dale, and Scott Oates, who have given us guidance through sustained and insightful conversations in the past
year. Heartfelt thanks to all.

Finally, we would like to thank the following reviewers for their careful reading and helpful comments:
Margaret M. Albers, Georgia State University; Anna L. Bolling, California State University, Stanislaus;
Alexander Casareno, University of Portland; E Todd Goodson, Kansas State University; Lynn Becker Haber,
Southern Connecticut State University; and Patricia M. Haworth, University of Texas at Dallas.

From the Back Cover

Pre-service and new teachers alike will appreciate this comprehensive, realistic view of what it is like to
teach English language arts in grades six through 12. Through thoughtful integration of practical approaches
to both curriculum and instruction, the book addresses the questions and concerns that those new to the
profession encounter. The book stresses the constructivist approach and emphasizes reflective practice, as it
asks readers to interact with the ideas presented–to affirm, question, and challenge those ideas. Included are
numerous actual sample lessons plus classroom ideas with reflective questions that show readers how theory
and research relate to practice. New Internet sources, summative graphic organizers of the material, and a
flexible approach make this an ideal teaching tool for teachers of middle and secondary school students.
 
Here’s what makes this new fifth edition unique:
 

Internet sources at the end of each chapter make the material relevant and give students additional●

resources for reflection.
Reflective questions appear when appropriate in each chapter, prompting students to reflect on, and absorb●

key content.
Web sites particularly useful for English teachers are included.●

New chapter on media literacy (Chapter 9).●

Chapter 4 continues to build on the strong presentation of the previous edition, but now examines the use●

of improvisation.
Chapter 12, Your Starting Role: Student Teaching and Beyond, takes readers through student teaching●

experiences, complete with actual material from former student teachers–emails, student teaching logs,
and more. Included are scenarios and experiences that give readers opportunities to explore problems they
might face in the classroom.
Additions to the literature chapters include strategies for conducting a good class discussion on literature,●

criteria for selecting “good” books for adolescent readers, student units, Web sites for teachers, and
reflection activities. These chapters also emphasize multicultural literature and young adult literature,
without neglecting the classics.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Edward Schanz:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they will get
lots of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do



you possess when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited
right. Then do you try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read is Teaching English in Middle and Secondary Schools (5th Edition).

Craig Baker:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book entitled
Teaching English in Middle and Secondary Schools (5th Edition) your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe not known for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging just about every word written in a e-book then become one form conclusion and explanation
which maybe you never get ahead of. The Teaching English in Middle and Secondary Schools (5th Edition)
giving you yet another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful facts for your
better life in this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind
will be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this
extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Matilda Greiner:

Teaching English in Middle and Secondary Schools (5th Edition) can be one of your beginner books that are
good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which could
increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in
writing Teaching English in Middle and Secondary Schools (5th Edition) however doesn't forget the main
level, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be among it.
This great information can certainly drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial imagining.

Rafael Perez:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This Teaching English in Middle and
Secondary Schools (5th Edition) is simple to create you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train
along with soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the particular e-
book. It is make you better to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot
of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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