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Leon (Judah Aryeh) Modena was a major intellectual figure of the early modern
Italian Jewish community--a complex and intriguing personality who was famous
among contemporary European Christians as well as Jews. Modena (1571-1648)
produced an autobiography that documents in poignant detail the turbulent life of
his family in the Jewish ghetto of Venice. The text of this work is well known to
Jewish scholars but has never before been translated from the original Hebrew,
except in brief excerpts. This complete translation, based on Modena's autograph
manuscript, makes available in English a wealth of historical material about
Jewish family life of the period, religion in daily life, the plague of 1630-1631,
crime and punishment, the influence of kabbalistic mysticism, and a host of other
subjects. The translator, Mark R. Cohen, and four other distinguished scholars
add commentary that places the work in historical and literary context. Modena
describes his fascination with the astrology and alchemy that were important
parts of the Jewish and general culture of the seventeenth century. He also
portrays his struggle against poverty and against compulsive gambling, which,
cleverly punning on a biblical verse, he called the "sin of Judah." In addition, the
book contains accounts of Modena's sorrow over his three sons: the death of the
eldest from the poisonous fumes of his own alchemical laboratory, the brutal
murder of the youngest, and the exile of the remaining son. The introductory
essay by Mark R. Cohen and Theodore K. Rabb highlights the significance of the
work for early modern Jewish and general European history. Howard E.
Adelman presents an up-to-date biographical sketch of the author and points the
way toward a new assessment of his place in Jewish history. Natalie Z. Davis
places Modena's work in the context of European autobiography, both Christian
and Jewish, and especially explores the implications of the Jewish status as
outsider for the privileged exploration of the self. A set of historical notes,
compiled by Howard Adelman and Benjamin C. I. Ravid, elucidates the text.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
Leon (Judah Aryeh) Modena was a major intellectual figure of the early modern Italian Jewish community--a
complex and intriguing personality who was famous among contemporary European Christians as well as
Jews. Modena produced an autobiography that documents in poignant detail the turbulent life of his family in
the Jewish ghetto of Venice. The text of this work is well known to Jewish scholars but has never before
been translated from the original Hebrew, except in brief excerpts. This complete translation, based on
Modena's autographic manuscript, makes available in English a wealth of historical material about Jewish
family life of the period, religion in daily life, the plague of 1630-1631, crime and punishment, the influence
of kabbalistic mysticisms, and a host of other subjects.

The introdctory essay by Mark R. Cohen and Theodore K. Rabb highlights the significance of the work for
early modern Jewish and general European history. Howard E. Adelman presents an up-to-date biographical
sketch of the author and points the way toward a new assessment of his place in Jewish history. Natalie
Zemon Davis places Modena's work in the context of European autobiography, both Christian and Jewish,
and especially explores the implications of the Jewish status as outsider for the privileged exploration of the
self. A set of historical notes, compiled by Howard Adelman and Benjamin C.I. Ravid, elucidates the text.

Language Notes
Text: English, Hebrew (translation)

Review
Mark R. Cohen, Winner of the 2010 Goldziher Prize, The Center for the Study of Jewish-Christian-
Muslim Relations at Merrimack College

Users Review

From reader reviews:

William Grimm:

The book The Autobiography of a Seventeenth-Century Venetian Rabbi give you a sense of feeling enjoy for
your spare time. You need to use to make your capable more increase. Book can for being your best friend
when you getting pressure or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading a book The
Autobiography of a Seventeenth-Century Venetian Rabbi to become your habit, you can get more
advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You may
know everything if you like available and read a publication The Autobiography of a Seventeenth-Century
Venetian Rabbi. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other individuals.
So , how do you think about this guide?

Steven Campbell:

This The Autobiography of a Seventeenth-Century Venetian Rabbi book is not ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is definitely information inside



this reserve incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information
you will get. This specific The Autobiography of a Seventeenth-Century Venetian Rabbi without we know
teach the one who examining it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't become worry The
Autobiography of a Seventeenth-Century Venetian Rabbi can bring when you are and not make your
handbag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cell
phone. This The Autobiography of a Seventeenth-Century Venetian Rabbi having excellent arrangement in
word and layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Frank Anderson:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to be smart in
having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Autobiography of a
Seventeenth-Century Venetian Rabbi book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course
the data in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Alice Edwards:

This The Autobiography of a Seventeenth-Century Venetian Rabbi is fresh way for you who has interest to
look for some information since it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge
more you know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this The Autobiography of a Seventeenth-
Century Venetian Rabbi can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this kind of
book is easy to get through anyone. These books create itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone,
yeah I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel drowsy
even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is no in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find
what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book type for
your better life and knowledge.
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