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A compulsively readable and utterly original account of world
history—from an atrocitologist’s point of view.

Evangelists of human progress meet their opposite in Matthew White's epic
examination of history's one hundred most violent events, or, in White's piquant
phrasing, "the numbers that people want to argue about." Reaching back to 480
BCE's second Persian War, White moves chronologically through history to this
century's war in the Congo and devotes chapters to each event, where he
surrounds hard facts (time and place) and succinct takeaways (who usually gets
the blame?) with lively military, social, and political histories. With the eye of a
seasoned statistician, White assigns each entry a ranking based on body count,
and in doing so he gives voice to the suffering of ordinary people that,
inexorably, has defined every historical epoch. By turns droll, insightful, matter-
of-fact, and ultimately sympathetic to those who died, The Great Big Book of
Horrible Things gives readers a chance to reach their own conclusions while
offering a stark reminder of the darkness of the human heart. 20 black-and-white
illustrations and 4 maps
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Editorial Review

Review
“Genius.” (NPR)

“[White] doesn’t take sides so much as report the facts?and the death tolls. . . . Full of fascinating
information about parts of the world little-known to most Westerners.” (Washington Post)

“White . . . gives voice to the suffering of ordinary people that, inexorably, has defined every historical
epoch.” (Military Review)

“A fascinating read thanks to White’s keen grasp of history and his wry take on the villains of the past.”
(Christian Science Monitor)

About the Author
Matthew White is the creator of the online Historical Atlas of the 20th Century. His data has been cited by
forty-five published books and eighty scholarly articles. He lives in Richmond, Virginia.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kerry Diaz:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Great Big Book of Horrible
Things: The Definitive Chronicle of History's 100 Worst Atrocities. All type of book would you see on many
solutions. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Arthur Furr:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for your requirements is The Great Big Book of Horrible Things: The Definitive Chronicle of
History's 100 Worst Atrocities this book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now.
This book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use for
explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Honestly, that
is why this book appropriate all of you.



Johnathan Fuller:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but also novel and The Great Big Book of Horrible Things: The Definitive
Chronicle of History's 100 Worst Atrocities or perhaps others sources were given know-how for you. After
you know how the fantastic a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science reserve was created for
teacher as well as students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In other
case, beside science guide, any other book likes The Great Big Book of Horrible Things: The Definitive
Chronicle of History's 100 Worst Atrocities to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book
like this.

Cindy Johnson:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
By the book The Great Big Book of Horrible Things: The Definitive Chronicle of History's 100 Worst
Atrocities we can have more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To become creative person must
choose to read a book. Only choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your
life with this book The Great Big Book of Horrible Things: The Definitive Chronicle of History's 100 Worst
Atrocities. You can more inviting than now.
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