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This work traces the historical processes in thought by which American political
leaders slowly edged away from their complete philosophical rejection of a party
and hesitantly began to embrace a party system. In the author's words, "The
emergence of legitimate party opposition and of a theory of politics that accepted
it was something new in the history of the world; it required a bold new act of
understanding on the part of its contemporaries and it still requires study on our
part." Professor Hofstadter's analysis of the idea of party and the development of
legitimate opposition offers fresh insights into the political crisis of 1797-1801,
on the thought of George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, James
Monroe, Martin Van Buren, and other leading figures, and on the beginnings of
modern democratic politics.
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This work traces the historical processes in thought by which American political leaders slowly edged away
from their complete philosophical rejection of a party and hesitantly began to embrace a party system. In the
author's words, "The emergence of legitimate party opposition and of a theory of politics that accepted it was
something new in the history of the world; it required a bold new act of understanding on the part of its
contemporaries and it still requires study on our part." Professor Hofstadter's analysis of the idea of party and
the development of legitimate opposition offers fresh insights into the political crisis of 1797-1801, on the
thought of George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, James Monroe, Martin Van Buren, and
other leading figures, and on the beginnings of modern democratic politics.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

The late Richard Hofstadter was DeWitt Clinton Professor of History at Columbia University. He was the
author of many books and articles on American History and twice received the Pulitzer Prize: in History in
1956, and in general nonfiction in 1964.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Randall Yang:

The event that you get from The Idea of a Party System: The Rise of Legitimate Opposition in the United
States, 1780-1840 (Jefferson Memorial Lecture Series) is the more deep you excavating the information that
hide inside the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be
aware of but The Idea of a Party System: The Rise of Legitimate Opposition in the United States, 1780-1840
(Jefferson Memorial Lecture Series) giving you joy feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in
selected way that can be understood by anyone who read this because the author of this book is well-known
enough. That book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then
can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this
particular The Idea of a Party System: The Rise of Legitimate Opposition in the United States, 1780-1840
(Jefferson Memorial Lecture Series) instantly.

Harold Graham:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story as well
as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them is
this The Idea of a Party System: The Rise of Legitimate Opposition in the United States, 1780-1840
(Jefferson Memorial Lecture Series).

Bertha Montes:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Idea of a Party System: The Rise
of Legitimate Opposition in the United States, 1780-1840 (Jefferson Memorial Lecture Series) book written
by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who have read
the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate



your current hunger then you still uncertainty The Idea of a Party System: The Rise of Legitimate Opposition
in the United States, 1780-1840 (Jefferson Memorial Lecture Series) as good book but not only by the cover
but also from the content. This is one reserve that can break don't determine book by its deal with, so do you
still needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why
you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Jill Lee:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you
only find reserve that need more time to be read. The Idea of a Party System: The Rise of Legitimate
Opposition in the United States, 1780-1840 (Jefferson Memorial Lecture Series) can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by you who have those short extra time problems.
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