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Longlisted for the National Book Award

A moving, subtle sequence of narrative poems, from a sharp new poetic
voice

Two strangers walk toward Emmaus. Christ has just been crucified, and they are
heartbroken?until a third man joins them on the road and comforts them. Once
they reach Emmaus and break bread, the pair realizes they have been walking
with Christ himself. But in the moment they recognize him, he disappears.
Spencer Reece draws on this tender story in his mesmerizing collection?one that
fearlessly confronts love and its loss, despair and its consolation, and faith in all
of its various guises.

Reece's central figure in The Road to Emmaus is a middle-aged man who
becomes a priest in the Episcopal Church; these poems follow him to New York
City, to Honduras, to a hospital where he works as a chaplain, to a prison, to an
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting. With language of simple, lyrical beauty that
gradually accrues weight and momentum, Reece spins compelling dramas out of
small moments: the speaker, living among a group of orphans, wondering "Was
it true, what they said, that a priest is a house lit up?"; two men finding each other
at a Coming Out Group; a man trying to become visible after a life that had
depended on not being seen.

A yearning for connection, an ache of loneliness, and the instant of love
disappearing before our eyes haunt this long-awaited second collection from
Spencer Reece.
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A moving, subtle sequence of narrative poems, from a sharp new poetic voice

Two strangers walk toward Emmaus. Christ has just been crucified, and they are heartbroken?until a third
man joins them on the road and comforts them. Once they reach Emmaus and break bread, the pair realizes
they have been walking with Christ himself. But in the moment they recognize him, he disappears. Spencer
Reece draws on this tender story in his mesmerizing collection?one that fearlessly confronts love and its loss,
despair and its consolation, and faith in all of its various guises.

Reece's central figure in The Road to Emmaus is a middle-aged man who becomes a priest in the Episcopal
Church; these poems follow him to New York City, to Honduras, to a hospital where he works as a chaplain,
to a prison, to an Alcoholics Anonymous meeting. With language of simple, lyrical beauty that gradually
accrues weight and momentum, Reece spins compelling dramas out of small moments: the speaker, living
among a group of orphans, wondering "Was it true, what they said, that a priest is a house lit up?"; two men
finding each other at a Coming Out Group; a man trying to become visible after a life that had depended on
not being seen.

A yearning for connection, an ache of loneliness, and the instant of love disappearing before our eyes haunt
this long-awaited second collection from Spencer Reece.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
The most exceptional poems in this engaging collection are long and not just personal but autobiographical.
The Road to Emmaus is about two men on the same journey, himself when young and his much older AA
sponsor. We see Reece in counseling with an elderly nun, recalling his sole love relationship, which began
when he was 39 and Joseph was 50 and lasted five years. In the prose poem, Hartford, Reece, older yet, is a
hospital chaplain in the city of his birth, pondering the Jewish past of his mother’s family and traces of
Wallace Stevens, Hartford’s great resident poet when it was a WASP, not a black, metropolis. And in The
Upper Room, Reece shows himself studying in middle age for the Episcopal priesthood—his second crack at
it, successful this time, though he is wracked by a wave of deaths in his family. With their allusive titles and
citations, all four conjure a gritty world scarred by disruptions good (gay liberation) and bad (urban poverty,
violence, madness) yet suffused with poetry, love, and the Gospel. --Ray Olson

Review

“For Spencer Reece, humbling is a given. Even though his language in The Road to Emmaus, his first book
since his ordination, is often remarkably inventive and sometimes formally elegant, the poems' tone never
betrays awareness of his achievement . . . There's a quality of devotion in all of these that can make the
secular seem sacred. One can truly attend through attention, the writing suggests, and the poems manage to
be unwavering--almost unvarying--in the quality of their gaze.” ?Jonathan Farmer, Slate

“Reece follows up his acclaimed first book with a gorgeous series of poems in verse and prose about a
middle-aged man's coming to terms with religious faith, going as far as becoming a priest, a hospital
chaplain, and a quiet chronicler of everyday suffering. 'It is correct to love even at the wrong time,' he writes
of a visit to newborns in an ICU. Reece's style is straightforward, but always graceful, understatedly
beautiful. These poems compassionately describe all the stops along this journey, which leads across
America and elsewhere, always inviting readers to respond: 'it was an interview, much of life is an
interview.'” ?Craig Morgan Teicher, NPR

“The Road to Emmaus confirms why I have always looked to Reece's work not only as inspiration for my
own poems, but also as a guide for my soul. In this collection I follow his every footstep as he walks toward
himself-toward myself-stopping to admire or fear what we see in ourselves, in others, in each other. Each
poem a portrait or a self-portrait exquisitely and painstakingly drawn along the way, by the side of that
proverbial road we journey with him, encountering life in all its loneliness and wholeness, its lucidness and
doubt, its bitterness and glory.” ?Richard Blanco, Presidential Inaugural Poet and author of Looking for The
Gulf Motel

“These poems form a true and riveting narrative. Reading Reece makes you recall why you love poetry.”
?Annie Dillard, author of The Maytrees and Pilgrim at Tinker Creek

“Though many of Spencer Reece's poems move forward with the narrative punch of short stories, they are
packed with poetry's exquisite insight and metaphoric brilliance. These are moral poems that speak of
loneliness in terms so intimate that they seem to breech loneliness; they are both documents of isolation and
manifestos of love. And they achieve such embrace via lyric bursts that are arresting, evocative, and
profound.” ?Andrew Solomon, author of Far From the Tree and The Noonday Demon

“Reece's poems are at once splendidly fresh and deeply rooted in poetry's rich loam . . . Reece's striking
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debut yields new revelations with each reading.” ?Booklist

About the Author
Spencer Reece is a poet and priest. His first collection, The Clerk's Tale, won the Bakeless Prize in 2003. He
has received an NEA grant, a Guggenheim grant, a Witter Bynner Fellowship from the Library of Congress,
a Whiting Writers' Award, and the Amy Lowell Travelling Scholarship. His poems have been published in
The New Yorker, Poetry, The American Scholar, and The New Republic. He served at the Honduran
orphanage Our Little Roses, and works for the Bishop of Spain at the Reformed Episcopal Church, Iglesia
Española Reformada Episcopal.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rita Dubois:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying The Road to Emmaus: Poems that
give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be
said as the opportinity for people to know world considerably better then how they react in the direction of
the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants
to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, you are able
to pick The Road to Emmaus: Poems become your personal starter.

Shirley Daniels:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This The Road to Emmaus: Poems is
simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have got much
space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you quicker to read it.
You can save often the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
one buys this book.

Leigh Grayer:

Beside this kind of The Road to Emmaus: Poems in your phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the
new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven so
don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have
The Road to Emmaus: Poems because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you
at times have book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in your
hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you
still want to miss that? Find this book along with read it from now!

John Hayes:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book The Road to Emmaus: Poems was multi-colored and of



course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Road to Emmaus: Poems has many kinds or genre.
Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and
believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it makes you feel
happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading which.
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