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"The problem of the twentieth century is the problem of the color line." Thus
speaks W.E.B. Du Bois in The Souls Of Black Folk, one of the most prophetic
and influental works in American literature. In this eloquent collection of essays,
first published in 1903, Du Bois dares as no one has before to describe the
magnitude of American racism and demand an end to it. He draws on his own
life for illustration, from his early experiences teaching in the hills of Tennessee
to the death of his infant son and his historic break with the conciliatory position
of Booker T. Washington.

Far ahead of its time, The Souls Of Black Folk both anticipated and inspired
much of the black conciousness and activism of the 1960's and is a classic in the
literature of civil rights. The elegance of DuBois's prose and the passion of his
message are as crucial today as they were upon the book's first publication.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
William Edward Burghardt Du Bois (1868-1963) is the greatest of African American intellectuals--a
sociologist, historian, novelist, and activist whose astounding career spanned the nation's history from
Reconstruction to the civil rights movement. Born in Massachusetts and educated at Fisk, Harvard, and the
University of Berlin, Du Bois penned his epochal masterpiece, The Souls of Black Folk, in 1903. It remains
his most studied and popular work; its insights into Negro life at the turn of the 20th century still ring true.

With a dash of the Victorian and Enlightenment influences that peppered his impassioned yet formal prose,
the book's largely autobiographical chapters take the reader through the momentous and moody maze of
Afro-American life after the Emancipation Proclamation: from poverty, the neoslavery of the sharecropper,
illiteracy, miseducation, and lynching, to the heights of humanity reached by the spiritual "sorrow songs"
that birthed gospel and the blues. The most memorable passages are contained in "On Booker T. Washington
and Others," where Du Bois criticizes his famous contemporary's rejection of higher education and
accommodationist stance toward white racism: "Mr. Washington's programme practically accepts the alleged
inferiority of the Negro races," he writes, further complaining that Washington's thinking "withdraws many
of the high demands of Negroes as men and American citizens." The capstone of The Souls of Black Folk,
though, is Du Bois' haunting, eloquent description of the concept of the black psyche's "double
consciousness," which he described as "a peculiar sensation.... One ever feels this twoness--an American, a
Negro; two souls, two thoughts, two unreconciled strivings; two warring ideals in one dark body, whose
dogged strength alone keeps it from being torn asunder." Thanks to W.E.B. Du Bois' commitment and
foresight--and the intellectual excellence expressed in this timeless literary gem--black Americans can today
look in the mirror and rejoice in their beautiful black, brown, and beige reflections. --Eugene Holley Jr.

Review
“One hundred years after publication, there is in the entire body of social criticism still no more than a
handful of meditations on the promise and failings of democracy in America to rival William Edward
Burghardt Du Bois’s extraordinary collection of fourteen essays.” —from the Introduction by David
Levering Lewis

From the Publisher
"The problem of the twentieth century is the problem of the color line." Thus speaks W.E.B. Du Bois in The
Souls Of Black Folk, one of the most prophetic and influental works in American literature. In this eloquent
collection of essays, first published in 1903, Du Bois dares as no one has before to describe the magnitude of
American racism and demand an end to it. He draws on his own life for illustration, from his early
experiences teaching in the hills of Tennessee to the death of his infant son and his historic break with the
conciliatory position of Booker T. Washington.

Far ahead of its time, The Souls Of Black Folk both anticipated and inspired much of the black conciousness
and activism of the 1960's and is a classic in the literature of civil rights. The elegance of DuBois's prose and
the passion of his message are as crucial today as they were upon the book's first publication.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Ward Bishop:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed The Souls of
Black Folk (Bantam Classics)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You already know beside you can
spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with its opinion
or you have additional opinion?

Concepcion Maldonado:

The Souls of Black Folk (Bantam Classics) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We all
recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in
vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The writer giving
his/her effort to get every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Souls of Black Folk (Bantam
Classics) however doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm
resource information that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can drawn you into completely
new stage of crucial considering.

Margaret Walker:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but additionally novel and The Souls of Black Folk (Bantam Classics) or
others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel would like to
read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those ebooks are
helping them to include their knowledge. In different case, beside science publication, any other book likes
The Souls of Black Folk (Bantam Classics) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of
book like this one.

Isabel Martin:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to
understand that reading is very important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to
include you knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to
something by book. Different categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is
niagra The Souls of Black Folk (Bantam Classics).
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