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Transforming Tradition offers the first serious look at folksong revivals, vibrant
meldings of popular and folk culture that captured public awareness in the 1950s
and 1960s. Best remembered for such songs as "Tom Dooley" and for performers
like the Kingston Trio and Joan Baez, the revival of that era gave rise to
hootenannies, coffeehouses, and blues and bluegrass festivals, sowing a legacy of
popular interest that lives today. Many of the contributors to this volume were
themselves performers in folksong revivals; today they are scholars in folklore,
ethnomusicology, and American and Canadian cultural history. As both insiders
and analysts they bring unique perspectives and new insights to the study of
revivals. In his introduction, Neil Rosenberg explores central issues such as the
history of folksong revivals, stereotypes of "folksingers, " connections between
scholarship and popularization, meanings of the word "revival, " questions of
authenticity and the invention of culture, and issues surrounding reflexive
scholarship. The individual studies are divided into three sections. The first
covers the "Great Boom" revival of the late '50s and early '60s, and the next
approaches the revival as a self-contained social culture with its own "new
aesthetic" and in-group values. The last looks at revival activities in systems of
musical culture including the blues, old-time fiddling, Northumbrian piping, and
bluegrass, with particular emphasis on perceptions of insider and outsider roles.
The contributors display keen awareness of how their own perceptions have been
shaped by their early, more subjective involvement. For example, Archie Green
explores his service as faculty guru to the Campu Folksong Club at the
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign during the 1960s. Kenneth S.
Goldstein considers how intellectual issues of the "great boom" shaped his work
for recording companies. Sheldon Posen uses autobiography as ethnography to
explain what happened to him w
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Transforming Tradition offers the first serious look at folksong revivals, vibrant meldings of popular and
folk culture that captured public awareness in the 1950s and 1960s. Best remembered for such songs as
"Tom Dooley" and for performers like the Kingston Trio and Joan Baez, the revival of that era gave rise to
hootenannies, coffeehouses, and blues and bluegrass festivals, sowing a legacy of popular interest that lives
today. Many of the contributors to this volume were themselves performers in folksong revivals; today they
are scholars in folklore, ethnomusicology, and American and Canadian cultural history. As both insiders and
analysts they bring unique perspectives and new insights to the study of revivals. In his introduction, Neil
Rosenberg explores central issues such as the history of folksong revivals, stereotypes of "folksingers, "
connections between scholarship and popularization, meanings of the word "revival, " questions of
authenticity and the invention of culture, and issues surrounding reflexive scholarship. The individual studies
are divided into three sections. The first covers the "Great Boom" revival of the late '50s and early '60s, and
the next approaches the revival as a self-contained social culture with its own "new aesthetic" and in-group
values. The last looks at revival activities in systems of musical culture including the blues, old-time
fiddling, Northumbrian piping, and bluegrass, with particular emphasis on perceptions of insider and outsider
roles. The contributors display keen awareness of how their own perceptions have been shaped by their
early, more subjective involvement. For example, Archie Green explores his service as faculty guru to the
Campu Folksong Club at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign during the 1960s. Kenneth S.
Goldstein considers how intellectual issues of the "great boom" shaped his work for recording companies.
Sheldon Posen uses autobiography as ethnography to explain what happened to him w
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
Transforming Tradition offers the first serious look at folksong revivals, vibrant meldings of popular and
folk culture that captured public awareness in the 1950s and 1960s. Best remembered for such songs as
"Tom Dooley" and for performers like the Kingston Trio and Joan Baez, the revival of that era gave rise to
hootenannies, coffeehouses, and blues and bluegrass festivals, sowing a legacy of popular interest that lives
today. Many of the contributors to this volume were themselves performers in folksong revivals; today they
are scholars in folklore, ethnomusicology, and American and Canadian cultural history. As both insiders and
analysts they bring unique perspectives and new insights to the study of revivals. In his introduction, Neil
Rosenberg explores central issues such as the history of folksong revivals, stereotypes of "folksingers",
connections between scholarship and popularization, meanings of the word "revival", questions of
authenticity and the invention of culture, and issues surrounding reflexive scholarship. The individual studies
are divided into three sections. The first covers the "Great Boom" revival of the late '50s and early '60s, and
the next approaches the revival as a self-contained social culture with its own "new aesthetic" and in-group
values. The last looks at revival activities in systems of musical culture including the blues, old-time
fiddling, Northumbrian piping, and bluegrass, with particular emphasis on perceptions of insider and outsider
roles. The contributors display keen awareness of how their own perceptions have been shaped by their
early, more subjective involvement. For example, Archie Green explores his service as faculty guru to the
CampusFolksong Club at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign during the 1960s. Kenneth S.
Goldstein considers how intellectual issues of the "great boom" shaped his work for recording companies.
Sheldon Posen uses autobiography as ethnography to explain what happened to him when he moved from
revival to academe. And Toru Mitsui explains how and why American country old-time, and bluegrass music
became popular in Japan.

About the Author
Grammy Award-winner Neil V. Rosenberg is the professor emeritus of folklore at Memorial University of
Newfoundland. He is the author of Bluegrass: A History and coauthor of Bluegrass Odyssey.

Alan Jabbour served as head of the Archive of Folk Song at the Library of Congress, director of the Folk
Arts Program at the National Endowment for the Arts, and director of the American Folklife Center at the
Library of Congress. Now retired, he continues to do research as an independent folklorist.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Robinson:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free time? What
did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that question simply because just
their can do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because start
from on kindergarten until university need this kind of Transforming Tradition: FOLK MUSIC REVIVALS
EXAMINED (Folklore and Society) to read.



Julie Chambers:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared with can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to be
read. Transforming Tradition: FOLK MUSIC REVIVALS EXAMINED (Folklore and Society) can be your
answer given it can be read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.

Nancy Sherman:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
called of book Transforming Tradition: FOLK MUSIC REVIVALS EXAMINED (Folklore and Society).
You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it may add your knowledge and
make anyone happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one
spot to other place.

Angel Sullivan:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book Transforming Tradition: FOLK
MUSIC REVIVALS EXAMINED (Folklore and Society) to make your own personal reading is interesting.
Your skill of reading talent is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose simple book to make
you enjoy to study it and mingle the sensation about book and examining especially. It is to be initially
opinion for you to like to start a book and study it. Beside that the e-book Transforming Tradition: FOLK
MUSIC REVIVALS EXAMINED (Folklore and Society) can to be your new friend when you're feel alone
and confuse with what must you're doing of the time.
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