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In this study of the rabbinic heretics who believed in Two Powers in Heaven,
Alan Segal explores some relationships between rabbinic Judaism, Merkabah
mysticism, and early Christianity. Two Powers in Heaven was a very early
category of heresy. It was one of the basic categories by which the rabbis
perceived the new phenomenon of Christianity and one of the central issues over
which Judaism and Christianity separated. Segal reconstructs the development of
the heresy through prudent dating of the stages of the rabbinic traditions. The
basic heresy involved interpreting scripture to say that a principal angelic or
hypostatic manifestation in heaven was equivalent to God. The earliest heretics
believed in two complementary powers in heaven, while later heretics believed in
two opposing powers in heaven. Segal stresses the importance of perceiving the
relevance of rabbinic material for solving traditional problems of New Testament
and gnostic scholarship, and at the same time maintains the necessity of reading
those literatures for dating rabbinic material. Please note that Two Powers in
Heaven was previously published by Brill in hardback, ISBN 90 04 05453 7 (no
longer available).
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Alan Segal is Professor of Religion at Barnard College, Columbia University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Annette Morrison:

The particular book Two Powers in Heaven: Early Rabbinic Reports About Christianity and Gnosticism has
a lot of information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by
the very famous author. The writer makes some research just before write this book. This kind of book very
easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this article book.

Irma Hughes:

You may spend your free time to read this book this book. This Two Powers in Heaven: Early Rabbinic
Reports About Christianity and Gnosticism is simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the
beach, train and also soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the particular printed book, you can
buy the actual e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. And so
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Kimberly Dyer:

Beside this particular Two Powers in Heaven: Early Rabbinic Reports About Christianity and Gnosticism in
your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information
and the knowledge you may got here is fresh through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an
aged people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Two Powers in Heaven: Early Rabbinic
Reports About Christianity and Gnosticism because this book offers for you readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you rarely get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this
inside your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book and also read it from today!

Bruce Sandlin:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we
know those publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. By the book Two Powers in Heaven: Early Rabbinic Reports About Christianity and Gnosticism we



can get more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To become creative person must choose to
read a book. Simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change
your life with that book Two Powers in Heaven: Early Rabbinic Reports About Christianity and Gnosticism.
You can more desirable than now.
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