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Austin Osman Spare is the definitive biography of the controversial occultist and
artist, an enfant terrible of the Edwardian art world whose work was both hailed
as genius and decried as immoral decadence. As George Bernard Shaw
reportedly said, "Spare's medicine is too strong for the average man."

Trained as a draughtsman, Spare enjoyed early acclaim when, at the age of
seventeen, his work was shown at the Royal Academy in London. But his star
soon declined; Spare went underground, falling out of the gallery system to live
in poverty and obscurity. After a brief association with Aleister Crowley, he
became absorbed in occultism and sorcery, voyaging into inner dimensions,
while developing his own magical philosophy of pleasure, obsession, and the
subjective nature of reality. All the while, Spare continued to produce
extraordinary art, and held his exhibitions outside of the conventional art world,
in London pubs.

Today Spare is both forgotten and famous, a cult figure whose modest life has
been much mythologised since his death; the world's largest Spare collection is
held by Jimmy Page of Led Zeppelin. Biographer Phil Baker separates fact from
myth, providing wide-ranging insights into Spare's art and mind, reconnecting
him with the art community that ignored him and exploring the rich tapestry of
the culture that surrounded him, interweaving the birth of psychoanalysis, the
historiography of the occult, and the British class system. This richly readable
and illuminating biography, containing 50 black and white and 8 color
photographs of Spare's art, takes us deep into the strange inner world of this
enigmatic artist.
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Austin Osman Spare is the definitive biography of the controversial occultist and artist, an enfant terrible of
the Edwardian art world whose work was both hailed as genius and decried as immoral decadence. As
George Bernard Shaw reportedly said, "Spare's medicine is too strong for the average man."

Trained as a draughtsman, Spare enjoyed early acclaim when, at the age of seventeen, his work was shown at
the Royal Academy in London. But his star soon declined; Spare went underground, falling out of the gallery
system to live in poverty and obscurity. After a brief association with Aleister Crowley, he became absorbed
in occultism and sorcery, voyaging into inner dimensions, while developing his own magical philosophy of
pleasure, obsession, and the subjective nature of reality. All the while, Spare continued to produce
extraordinary art, and held his exhibitions outside of the conventional art world, in London pubs.

Today Spare is both forgotten and famous, a cult figure whose modest life has been much mythologised
since his death; the world's largest Spare collection is held by Jimmy Page of Led Zeppelin. Biographer Phil
Baker separates fact from myth, providing wide-ranging insights into Spare's art and mind, reconnecting him
with the art community that ignored him and exploring the rich tapestry of the culture that surrounded him,
interweaving the birth of psychoanalysis, the historiography of the occult, and the British class system. This
richly readable and illuminating biography, containing 50 black and white and 8 color photographs of Spare's
art, takes us deep into the strange inner world of this enigmatic artist.

Austin Osman Spare: The Occult Life of London's Legendary Artist By Phil Baker Bibliography

Sales Rank: #534521 in Books●

Brand: North Atlantic Books●

Published on: 2014-02-04●

Released on: 2014-02-04●

Original language: English●

Number of items: 1●

Dimensions: 8.48" h x .85" w x 5.51" l, 1.07 pounds●

Binding: Paperback●

352 pages●

 Download Austin Osman Spare: The Occult Life of London&#039 ...pdf

 Read Online Austin Osman Spare: The Occult Life of London&#0 ...pdf

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1583947167
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1583947167
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1583947167
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1583947167
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1583947167
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1583947167
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1583947167
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1583947167




Download and Read Free Online Austin Osman Spare: The Occult Life of London's Legendary Artist
By Phil Baker

Editorial Review

Review
From the foreword: "Phil Baker has established himself as among the very best contemporary biographers...
What Baker has accomplished here is little short of marvellous."
—Alan Moore, author of Watchmen, V for Vendetta, and From Hell

"[written with] zest and insight .... Ever determined to break down the barriers between reality and fantasy,
Spare has finally achieved it--not by elaborate psychic exercises, but through biography."
—The Times Literary Supplement

"Baker has a fine store of anecdotes... What emerges is a portrait of a marginal figure forever ahead of the
curve: [Spare]'s cited as the precursor of surrealism, pop art and even psychoanalysis."
—The Guardian

"Baker is a wonderful writer, careful, intelligent, and dry. He also knows his London, and the Spare that
emerges in his portrayal is very much an avatar of that unique and ancient town."
—Erik Davis, author of Techgnosis and Nomad Codes

"The time is over-ripe for a proper biography of this curious figure, and it is a pleasure to report that Phil
Baker's study is a first-rate performance, scrupulously researched, judicious, and refreshingly sane .... By the
end of this admirable book, Spare comes to seem a strangely attractive figure: talented, stoical, randy,
cantankerous, gentle, and a magnificent English eccentric."
—The Literary Review

"I cannot recommend Austin Osman Spare too highly. Phil Baker has done a wonderful job of bringing the
complexities and contradictions of Spare's life to the fore, and in making the London of Spare's time come to
life vividly and richly."
—Phil Hine, author of Condensed Chaos

About the Author
PHIL BAKER is a London-based writer who has written books on absinthe, occult novelist Dennis
Wheatley, Samuel Beckett, and William Burroughs, with two more books in preparation on London and
opium. He also writes for several newspapers, including the Sunday Times and the Times Literary
Supplement.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Victoria Austin:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled Austin Osman Spare: The Occult Life of London's Legendary Artist.
Try to stumble through book Austin Osman Spare: The Occult Life of London's Legendary Artist as your



good friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you feel alone and beside that course make you
smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you far more confidence
because you can know every thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience as well as knowledge
with this book.

Gale Coachman:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book Austin Osman Spare: The Occult Life of London's
Legendary Artist. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know about
how is important any book Austin Osman Spare: The Occult Life of London's Legendary Artist. You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, mainly because from
book you can understand everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will end up
known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we are able to open a
book or perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel fed up to go
to the library. Let's examine.

Ron Matthies:

You may get this Austin Osman Spare: The Occult Life of London's Legendary Artist by browse the
bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve problem if you get difficulties
for the knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only through written or printed but in addition can
you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking from your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information
about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try
to choose suitable ways for you.

Stephen Stansbury:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but additionally novel and Austin Osman Spare: The Occult Life of
London's Legendary Artist as well as others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the
truly amazing a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or
perhaps students especially. Those publications are helping them to bring their knowledge. In additional
case, beside science publication, any other book likes Austin Osman Spare: The Occult Life of London's
Legendary Artist to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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