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Editorial Review

From the Inside Flap
With an Introduction by renowned Kant scholar Allen W. Wood, this is the only available one-volume
edition of the essential works of the Enlightenment's greatest philosopher and one of the most influential
thinkers of modern times. Containing carefully selected excerpts from his most frequently taught essays and
book-length publications, including Critique of Pure Reason, Critique of Judgment, and Eternal Peace, the
Basic Writings of Kant is an indispensable collection. This revised edition was edited by Carl J. Friedrich.

About the Author
Allen W. Wood is a professor of philosophy at Stanford University. He is the author of Kant’s Rational
Theology and Kant’s Ethical Thought and, with Paul Guyer, general editor of the Cambridge Edition of the
Works of Kant.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
The Transcendental Doctrine of Elements

First Part.
Transcendental Aesthetic.

Whatever the process and the means may be by which knowledge reaches its objects, there is one that
reaches them directly, and forms the ultimate material of all thought, viz. intuition (Anschauung). This is
possible only when the object is given, and the object can be given only (to human beings at least) through a
certain affection of the mind (Gemüth).

This faculty (receptivity) of receiving representations (Vorstellungen), according to the manner in which we
are affected by objects, is called sensibility (Sinnlichkeit).

Objects therefore are given to us through our sensibility. Sensibility alone supplies us with intuitions
(Anschauungen). These intuitions become thought through the understanding (Verstand), and hence arise
conceptions (Begriffe). All thought therefore must, directly or indirectly, go back to intuitions
(Anschauungen), i.e. to our sensibility, because in no other way can objects be given to us.

The effect produced by an object upon the faculty of representation (Vorstellungsfähigkeit), so far as we are
affected by it, is called sensation (Empfindung). An intuition (Anschauung) of an object, by means of
sensation, is called empirical. The undefined object of such an empirical intuition is called phenomenon
(Erscheinung).

In a phenomenon I call that which corresponds to the sensation its matter; but that which causes the manifold
matter of the phenomenon to be perceived as arranged in a certain order, I call its form.

Now it is clear that it cannot be sensation again through which sensations are arranged and placed in certain
forms. The matter only of all phenomena is given us a posteriori; but their form must be ready for them in
the mind (Gemüth) a priori, and must therefore be capable of being considered as separate from all
sensations.



I call all representations in which there is nothing that belongs to sensation, pure (in a transcendental sense).
The pure form therefore of all sensuous intuitions, that form in which the manifold elements of the
phenomena are seen in a certain order, must be found in the mind a priori. And this pure form of sensibility
may be called the pure intuition (Anschauung).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ronald Fowler:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want really feel happy read one
with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular Basic Writings of Kant (Modern Library
Classics) is kind of book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Waldo Gates:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even an issue. What people must be
consider while those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Basic Writings of Kant (Modern Library Classics) as
your daily resource information.

Gerald Rountree:

Precisely why? Because this Basic Writings of Kant (Modern Library Classics) is an unordinary book that
the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will shock you with the secret this inside.
Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such wonderful way makes the
content within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for
you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you
a lot of advantages than the other book include such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking
approach. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I have been you I will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.

Alfred Greenwell:

You may spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This Basic Writings of Kant (Modern Library
Classics) is simple bringing you can read it in the park, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not
have much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you
quicker to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get



when you buy this book.
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