
Cities of the Dead

By Joseph Roach

Cities of the Dead By Joseph Roach

The colorful handmade costumes of beads and feathers swirl frenetically, as the
Mardi Gras Indians dance through the streets of New Orleans in remembrance of
a widely disputed cultural heritage. Iroquois Indians visit London in the early
part of the eighteenth century and give birth to the "feathered people" in the
British popular imagination.

What do these seemingly disparate strands of culture share over three hundred
years and several thousand miles of ocean? Artfully interweaving theatrical,
musical, and ritual performance from the eighteenth century to the present in
London and New Orleans, Cities of the Dead takes a look at a rich continuum of
intercultural exchange that reinvents, recreates, and restores history.

Complemented with fifty-five illustrations, including spectacular photos of the
famed Mardi Gras Indians, this fascinating work employs an entirely unique
approach to the study of culture. Rather than focusing on one region, Cities of the
Dead explores broad cultural connections over place and time, showing through
myriad examples how performance can revise the unwritten past.
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Editorial Review

Review
This . . . exploration of Atlantic rim performance cultures restores the centrality of memory and gesture,
profession and surrogation-the invention of a modern world out of the forcible destruction of the old-to the
diasporic and genocidal histories of Africa, the Americas, and Europe. . . .Roach pursues a pathbreaking
version of cultural history.

Review

Cities of the Dead is going to be one of the most important books of the decade. It will have a profound and
significant impact on the areas of cultural studies, performance studies, and literary criticism and theory. It
will be on the list of the dozen significant studies of race and culture in the West of the last fifity years.

(Emory Elliott, University of California, Riverside)

This... exploration of Atlantic rim performance cultures restores the centrality of memory and gesture,
profession and surrogation-the invention of a modern world out of the forcible destruction of the old-to the
diasporic and genocidal histories of Africa, the Americas, and Europe....Roach pursues a pathbreaking
version of cultural history.

(Eric Lott, author of Love and Theft: The Blackface Minstrelsy and the American Working Class)

About the Author

Joseph Roach is professor of English at Tulane University. He is the author of The Player's Passion: Studies
in the Science of Acting, which won the Barnard Hewitt Award, and coeditor, with Janeele Reinelt, of
Critical Theory and Performance.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Steve Teegarden:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your no
cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to try look for book, may be the book untitled Cities of the Dead can be fine book to read. May be it
may be best activity to you.



Martina Smith:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This Cities of the Dead is simple to create
you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have much space to
bring the particular printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it.
You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
one buys this book.

Carole Houston:

Beside this Cities of the Dead in your phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh in the oven so don't
be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Cities of the
Dead because this book offers to you readable information. Do you at times have book but you seldom get
what it's all about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable
agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this?
Find this book along with read it from currently!

Walter Pyle:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes looking at,
not only science book but additionally novel and Cities of the Dead or perhaps others sources were given
know-how for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science
publication was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those guides are helping them to add their
knowledge. In various other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Cities of the Dead to make
your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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