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Ed Sikov builds a step-by-step curriculum for the appreciation of all types of
narrative cinema, detailing the essential elements of film form and systematically
training the spectator to be an active reader and critic. Sikov primes the eye and
mind in the special techniques of film analysis. His description of mise-en-scene
helps readers grasp the significance of montage, which in turn reveals the
importance of a director's use of camera movement. He treats a number of
fundamental factors in filmmaking, including editing, composition, lighting, the
use of color and sound, and narrative. Film Studies works with any screening list
and can be used within courses on film history, film theory, or popular culture.
Straightforward explanations of core critical concepts, practical advice, and
suggested assignments on particular technical, visual, and aesthetic aspects
further anchor the reader's understanding of the formal language and anatomy of
film.
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Ed Sikov builds a step-by-step curriculum for the appreciation of all types of narrative cinema, detailing the
essential elements of film form and systematically training the spectator to be an active reader and critic.
Sikov primes the eye and mind in the special techniques of film analysis. His description of mise-en-scene
helps readers grasp the significance of montage, which in turn reveals the importance of a director's use of
camera movement. He treats a number of fundamental factors in filmmaking, including editing, composition,
lighting, the use of color and sound, and narrative. Film Studies works with any screening list and can be
used within courses on film history, film theory, or popular culture. Straightforward explanations of core
critical concepts, practical advice, and suggested assignments on particular technical, visual, and aesthetic
aspects further anchor the reader's understanding of the formal language and anatomy of film.
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Editorial Review

Review

[Sikov] has produced one of the most comprehensive and accessible texts of its type and it is likely to
become a staple for introductory film studies curricula.

(Metapsychology)

Film Studies: An Introduction offers the clearest and most concise introduction to the field.

(PLAYBACK)

A valuable tool for the beginning film scholar.... [Sikov] establishes a firm foundation on which to build for
further film analysis and appreciation.

(Journal of Social and Human Sciences)

Engaging and affordable, Sikov's Film Studies: An Introduction is an ideal and concise textbook for
professors to supplement with articles of their own choosing in order to introduce students to various cultural
and ideological approaches to film analysis.

(Elisabeth Weis, Brooklyn College)

A wonderful introductory text. Sikov's Film Studies: An Introduction discusses film form in very clear and
thoughtful ways while emphasizing the thematic and intellectual value of form, making an 'academic' topic
deeper and more humane. Very highly recommended.

(George Butte, Colorado College)

Film Studies: An Introduction is a superb, remarkably efficient textbook. One of the best prose stylists in
film studies, Sikov is witty and precise, providing a perfect model for the student looking to write better
papers.

(Patrick Keating, author of Hollywood Lighting From the Silent Era to Film Noir)

Review

Ed Sikov is undeniably brilliant at explaining things—his style is unusually lucid.

(Robert Lang, University of Hartford)



Ed Sikov has written a film book that is both user friendly and genuinely helpful to anyone who is starting
out in learning how to 'read' films. He explains in good, clear, and often witty language the basics of film
analysis. His book bristles with helpful information and prose that allows information to be ingested
painlessly—in fact pleasurably—by the student.

(John Simons, Colorado College)

About the Author

Ed Sikov has taught at Haverford College, Colorado College, and Columbia University. He is the author of
seven books, including On Sunset Boulevard: The Life and Times of Billy Wilder, Dark Victory: The Life of
Bette Davis, Mr. Strangelove: A Biography of Peter Sellers, and Laughing Hysterically: American Screen
Comedy of the 1950s. He lives in New York City.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Richard Twombly:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How individuals
to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at
a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Film Studies: An Introduction (Film and
Culture Series) book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the info in this book
hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Anthony Green:

The experience that you get from Film Studies: An Introduction (Film and Culture Series) could be the more
deep you digging the information that hide inside words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Film Studies: An Introduction (Film and Culture Series)
giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in certain way that can be
understood by simply anyone who read this because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This
specific book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can
go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this
specific Film Studies: An Introduction (Film and Culture Series) instantly.

Bonnie Abramowitz:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more
time to be study. Film Studies: An Introduction (Film and Culture Series) can be your answer given it can be
read by you actually who have those short extra time problems.



Jill Lee:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt
the item when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book Film Studies: An
Introduction (Film and Culture Series) to make your reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of
reading proficiency is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make
you enjoy to study it and mingle the idea about book and studying especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you
to like to open a book and go through it. Beside that the reserve Film Studies: An Introduction (Film and
Culture Series) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're feel alone and confuse with the information
must you're doing of the time.
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