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With a new preface by the author. Ten years after his murder, Tupac Shakur is
even more loved, contested, and celebrated than he was in life. His posthumously
released albums, poetry, and motion pictures have catapulted him into the upper
echelon of American cultural icons. In Holler If You Hear Me, “hip-hop
intellectual” Michael Eric Dyson, acclaimed author of the bestselling Is Bill
Cosby Right?, offers a wholly original way of looking at Tupac that will thrill
those who already love the artist and enlighten those who want to understand
him.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
A poor, urban, high school dropout and book-devouring autodidact who'd quote Shakespeare in
conversation, Shakur would also sing along to Sarah McLachlan. Dyson (I May Not Get There with You:
The True Martin Luther King, Jr.), a Baptist minister, reveals the complexity of Shakur and shows why even
five years after his death his records, poetry and films continue to sell. "He was not hip-hop's most gifted
emcee. Still, Shakur may be the most influential and compelling rapper of them all," writes Dyson. "He was
more than the sum of his artistic parts." Complementing Dyson's articulate perspectives on the short life and
extraordinary impact of the icon are his emotive interviews with writer Toni Morrison, actress Jada Pinkett
Smith (Shakur proposed to her, but was turned down), rapper Mos Def and more than a dozen others. Most
striking are the conversations about and with Shakur's beloved mother, a former Black Panther and ex-crack
addict. Dyson uses themes in Shakur's raps to examine the larger ills of hip-hop culture such as misogyny
and the new hostility between youths and elders without neglecting the rapper's positive acts and intentions.
Shakur wanted to "combat the anti-intellectualism of hip-hop," Dyson persuasively writes. (Sept.)Forecast:
This book will sell, for Shakur has a huge fan base that has only grown since his death. But more than a
music bio, the book will draw the attention of socially conscious readers who are interested in how hip-hop
affects society.

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Ordained Baptist minister and DePaul University professor Dyson (Between God and Gangsta Rap, LJ 1/96)
here analyzes the life of rapper/actor Tupac Amaru Shakur (1971-96) as a microcosm of black American life
and culture. Placing gangsta rap in social and historical context, he thoroughly and thoughtfully considers its
key elements as evidenced by Shakur's music and videos, exploring issues like machismo, the simultaneous
contempt for and adoration of black women, and black-on-black violence. (Shakur himself was shot to death
in a still-unsolved murder.) Dyson discusses these sensitive, controversial subjects with such noted cultural
analysts as Khephra Burns and Stanley Crouch, creditably balancing the opinions of rap's supporters, rap's
critics, and rappers themselves. Though marred by a few minor errors, this well-written, intelligent, and
energetically investigative work will make a valuable addition to academic libraries. The extremely high
level of writing renders it unsuitable for fan-oriented biography collections, for which Tupac Amaru Shakur,
1971-1996 (Three Rivers, 1998) is more appropriate. Bill Piekarski, formerly with Villa Maria Coll. of
Buffalo, Cheektowaga, NY
Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From The New Yorker
Ever since the rapper Tupac Shakur was shot to death, in 1996, he not only has been kept in the public eye
by numerous posthumous releases but has become, for many young African-Americans, a full-fledged
martyr. Dyson's book, a mixture of biography and polemic, examines Tupac both culturally and spiritually
through a loosely organized series of meditations that begin in Tupac's childhood (his mother, Afeni, was a
Black Panther who later fought a vicious addiction to crack cocaine) and move through his manhood (as a
young student, Tupac read voraciously, from Aldous Huxley to Teilhard de Chardin). Occasionally, Dyson's
claims for Tupac are a bit grand, but his eclectic reportage—he interviews a wide range of people, some
famous, some not—paints a nuanced picture of his subject while illuminating the effect hip-hop has had on
America.

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000242411
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Gibson:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Holler If You Hear
Me (2006). All type of book can you see on many options. You can look for the internet methods or other
social media.

Ann Lemieux:

The reserve with title Holler If You Hear Me (2006) includes a lot of information that you can understand it.
You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This specific book exist new knowledge the information
that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to understand
how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you throughout new era of the glowbal growth. You
can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Vincent Ashworth:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Holler If You Hear Me
(2006), you could enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of
hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its named
reading friends.

Vicky Bowman:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Holler If You Hear Me
(2006) which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.
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