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This book crystallizes and extends the important work Wiebe Bijker has done in
the last decade to found a full-scale theory of sociotechnical change that
describes where technologies come from and how societies deal with them. Of
Bicycles, Bakelites, and Bulbs integrates detailed case studies with theoretical
generalizations and political analyses to offer a fully rounded treatment both of
the relations between technology and society and of the issues involved in
sociotechnical change.

The stories of the the safety bicycle, the first truly synthetic plastic, and the
fluorescent light bulb -- each a fascinating case study in itself -- reflect a cross
section of time periods, engineering and scientific disciplines, and economic,
social, and political cultures. The bicycle story explores such issues as the role of
changing gender relationships in shaping a technology; the Bakelite story
examines the ways in which social factors intrude even in cases of seemingly
pure chemistry and entrepreneurship; and the fluorescent bulb story offers
insights into the ways in which political and economic relationships can affect
the form of a technology.

Bijker's method is to use these case studies to suggest theoretical concepts that
serve as building blocks in a more and more inclusive theory, which is then
tested against further case studies. His main concern is to create a basis for
science, technology, and social change that uncovers the social roots of
technology, making it amenable to democratic politics.
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Editorial Review

Review

Bijker has provided a useful text demonstrating the advantages of opening up technological phenomena to
relativist inquiry...a valuable contribution to the important goal of redefining the relation between the
technical and the nontechnical.

(Steve Woolgar New Scientist)

From the Back Cover
'Of Bicycles, Bakelights, and Bulbs' integrates three fascinating case studies with sociological and political
analysis to offer an integrated theory both of relations between technology and society and of the issues
involved in sociotechnical change.

About the Author
Wiebe E. Bijker is Professor at Maastricht University and the author of Of Bicycles, Bakelites, and Bulbs:
Toward a Theory of Sociotechnical Change (MIT Press) and other books.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ruth Haakenson:

The book Of Bicycles, Bakelites, and Bulbs: Toward a Theory of Sociotechnical Change (Inside
Technology) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want.
Why then must we leave a very important thing like a book Of Bicycles, Bakelites, and Bulbs: Toward a
Theory of Sociotechnical Change (Inside Technology)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about
guide. But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to
closer with the book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you may give for each other; it is possible to
share all of these. Book Of Bicycles, Bakelites, and Bulbs: Toward a Theory of Sociotechnical Change
(Inside Technology) has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can
appearance the enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Megan Martelli:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get lots of
stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you
try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have
read is Of Bicycles, Bakelites, and Bulbs: Toward a Theory of Sociotechnical Change (Inside Technology).



Adelina Thompson:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Of Bicycles, Bakelites, and
Bulbs: Toward a Theory of Sociotechnical Change (Inside Technology), you could enjoy both. It is very
good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind
hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Roger Borquez:

You can obtain this Of Bicycles, Bakelites, and Bulbs: Toward a Theory of Sociotechnical Change (Inside
Technology) by look at the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve difficulty
if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by written or printed but
also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your
local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get
more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge
are still up-date. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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