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Called the "mother of beauty" by Wallace Stevens, death has been perhaps the
favorite muse of modern poets. From Langston Hughes's lynch poems to Sylvia
Plath's father elegies, modern poetry has tried to find a language of mourning in
an age of mass death, religious doubt, and forgotten ritual. For this reason, Jahan
Ramazani argues, the elegy, one of the most ancient of poetic genres, has
remained one of the most vital to modern poets.

Through subtle readings of elegies, self-elegies, war poems, and the blues,
Ramazani greatly enriches our critical understanding of a wide range of poets,
including Thomas Hardy, Wilfred Owen, Wallace Stevens, Langston Hughes, W.
H. Auden, Sylvia Plath, and Seamus Heaney. He also interprets the signal
contributions to the American family elegy of Robert Lowell, Allen Ginsberg,
Anne Sexton, John Berryman, Adrienne Rich, Michael Harper, and Amy
Clampitt. Finally, he suggests analogies between the elegy and other kinds of
contemporary mourning art—in particular, the AIDS Memorial Quilt and the
Vietnam Veterans Memorial.

Grounded in genre theory and in the psychoanalysis of mourning, Ramazani's
readings also draw on various historical, formal, and feminist critical approaches.
This book will be of interest to anyone concerned with the psychology of
mourning or the history of modern poetry.

"Consists of full, intelligent and lucid exposition and close reading. . . . Poetry of
Mourning is itself a welcome contribution to modern poetry's search for a
'resonant yet credible vocabulary of grief in our time."—Times Literary
Supplement
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Called the "mother of beauty" by Wallace Stevens, death has been perhaps the favorite muse of modern
poets. From Langston Hughes's lynch poems to Sylvia Plath's father elegies, modern poetry has tried to find
a language of mourning in an age of mass death, religious doubt, and forgotten ritual. For this reason, Jahan
Ramazani argues, the elegy, one of the most ancient of poetic genres, has remained one of the most vital to
modern poets.

Through subtle readings of elegies, self-elegies, war poems, and the blues, Ramazani greatly enriches our
critical understanding of a wide range of poets, including Thomas Hardy, Wilfred Owen, Wallace Stevens,
Langston Hughes, W. H. Auden, Sylvia Plath, and Seamus Heaney. He also interprets the signal
contributions to the American family elegy of Robert Lowell, Allen Ginsberg, Anne Sexton, John Berryman,
Adrienne Rich, Michael Harper, and Amy Clampitt. Finally, he suggests analogies between the elegy and
other kinds of contemporary mourning art—in particular, the AIDS Memorial Quilt and the Vietnam
Veterans Memorial.

Grounded in genre theory and in the psychoanalysis of mourning, Ramazani's readings also draw on various
historical, formal, and feminist critical approaches. This book will be of interest to anyone concerned with
the psychology of mourning or the history of modern poetry.

"Consists of full, intelligent and lucid exposition and close reading. . . . Poetry of Mourning is itself a
welcome contribution to modern poetry's search for a 'resonant yet credible vocabulary of grief in our
time."—Times Literary Supplement
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Jahan Ramazani is University Professor and the Edgar F. Shannon Professor of English at the University of
Virginia.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gary Rose:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As it is known
to us that book is very important usually. The book Poetry of Mourning: The Modern Elegy from Hardy to
Heaney seemed to be making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The reserve Poetry of Mourning: The Modern Elegy from Hardy
to Heaney is not only giving you much more new information but also being your friend when you feel
bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship while using
book Poetry of Mourning: The Modern Elegy from Hardy to Heaney. You never really feel lose out for
everything in the event you read some books.

Delores Moretti:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
loved ones or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read any book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the entire day
to reading a publication. The book Poetry of Mourning: The Modern Elegy from Hardy to Heaney it is rather
good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this
book. In case you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy often the e-book. You can
m0ore effortlessly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book offers
high quality.

Teresa Powers:

This Poetry of Mourning: The Modern Elegy from Hardy to Heaney is fresh way for you who has interest to
look for some information given it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you into it getting
knowledge more you know or you who still having little digest in reading this Poetry of Mourning: The
Modern Elegy from Hardy to Heaney can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside
this book is easy to get by anyone. These books build itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yes I
mean in the e-book type. People who think that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is
the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for.



It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book type for your better life in addition to
knowledge.

Raymond Bailey:

You will get this Poetry of Mourning: The Modern Elegy from Hardy to Heaney by go to the bookstore or
Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for the knowledge.
Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this
book by simply e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about
your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's
try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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