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Some would argue that scarcely a day passes without a new assault on our
privacy. In the wake of the whistle-blower Edward Snowden's revelations about
the extent of surveillance conducted by the security services in the United States,
Britain, and elsewhere, concerns about individual privacy have significantly
increased. The Internet generates risks, unimagined even twenty years ago, to the
security and integrity of information in all its forms.

The manner in which information is collected, stored, exchanged, and used has
changed forever; and with it, the character of the threats to individual privacy.
The scale of accessible private data generated by the phenomenal growth of
blogs, social media, and other contrivances of our information age pose
disturbing threats to our privacy. And the hunger for gossip continues to fuel
sensationalist media that frequently degrade the notion of a private domain to
which we reasonably lay claim.

In the new edition of this Very Short Introduction, Raymond Wacks looks at all
aspects of privacy to include numerous recent changes, and considers how this
fundamental value might be reconciled with competing interests such as security
and freedom of expression.

ABOUT THE SERIES:
The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine
facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
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Some would argue that scarcely a day passes without a new assault on our privacy. In the wake of the
whistle-blower Edward Snowden's revelations about the extent of surveillance conducted by the security
services in the United States, Britain, and elsewhere, concerns about individual privacy have significantly
increased. The Internet generates risks, unimagined even twenty years ago, to the security and integrity of
information in all its forms.

The manner in which information is collected, stored, exchanged, and used has changed forever; and with it,
the character of the threats to individual privacy. The scale of accessible private data generated by the
phenomenal growth of blogs, social media, and other contrivances of our information age pose disturbing
threats to our privacy. And the hunger for gossip continues to fuel sensationalist media that frequently
degrade the notion of a private domain to which we reasonably lay claim.

In the new edition of this Very Short Introduction, Raymond Wacks looks at all aspects of privacy to include
numerous recent changes, and considers how this fundamental value might be reconciled with competing
interests such as security and freedom of expression.

ABOUT THE SERIES:
The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
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Editorial Review

Review
Although physically small, this is a dense book stuffed with facts and arguments. It is to be read slowly and
with consideration. And perhaps a degree of worry that Privacy is still so badly defined and addressed by
legislation. Concatenation, Peter Tyres [T]here is, to our knowledge, no more erudite and persuasive an
advocate for protecting privacy than Raymond Wacks. If you ever find yourself in a debate on privacy versus
free speech, this is the succinct yet thoroughly researched source of some very effective arguments in favour
of privacy. Philip Taylor MBE and Elizabeth Taylor of Richmond Green Chambers

About the Author

Raymond Wacks is a leading international authority on privacy. For almost four decades he has published
numerous books and articles on the subject including The Protection of Privacy (Sweet & Maxwell, 1980);
Personal Information: Privacy and the Law, (OUP, 1989); Privacy, a two-volume collection of essays
(Dartmouth and New York University Press, 1993), Privacy and Press Freedom (Blackstone, 19950, and
Privacy and Media Freedom (OUP, 2013). He has served on and advised privacy law reform commissions in
a number of countries, and is a member of the editorial boards of several privacy-related journals and non-
governmental organizations. He has also published numerous books and articles on various aspects of law,
including Understanding Jurisprudence: An Introduction to Legal Theory 3rd edition (OUP, 2012),
Philosophy of Law: A Very Short Introduction 2nd edition (OUP, 2014), and Law: A Very Short Introduction
(OUP, 2008).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Adela Valenti:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this Privacy: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions), you are able to tells your family, friends
and also soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a
guide.

Michael Becker:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that



recommended to you is Privacy: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) this guide consist a
lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how does
the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The
particular writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suitable
all of you.

Norman Duque:

This Privacy: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is brand new way for you who has
intense curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you
onto it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Privacy:
A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can be the light food for yourself because the
information inside this particular book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books acquire itself in the
form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that
in e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is no in reading a e-book
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the idea! Just
read this e-book type for your better life along with knowledge.

Helen McClain:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you know
that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims Privacy: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions).
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