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The universality of the magical beliefs which have existed throughout Europe
from the time of the Romans to the present has been hidden by a focus on the
sensational aspects of magic, and on witch trials in particular. The Magical
Universe shows how magical beliefs and practices permeated all aspects of work
and of family life, and profoundly influenced the approach of men and women to
health and healing, birth, marriage and death. Magic offered the hope of
protection in a dangerous and uncertain world, if the correct rituals were
observed. Magical beliefs borrowed from and were incorporated in church rites.
Such beliefs, shared by the powerful as well as the poor, lasted remarkably late in
many rural areas and have still not completely vanished.
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Editorial Review

Review

"In the world we have lost, everyday life was suffused, governed and given meaning by ritual magic.
Stephen Wilson portrays that enchanted world with a bold vision and a sure touch."--Literary Review
"Packed with curiosities, and it is a feat of scholarly gathering comparable to Keith Thomas's ground-
breaking Religion and the Decline of Magic."--Daily Telegraph

About the Author

Stephen Wilson is Reader in European History at the University of East Anglia. His Feuding, Conflict and
Banditry in Nineteenth-Century Corsica was awarded the Prix du Livre Corse.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Augustine:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
if those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Magical Universe: Everyday Ritual and Magic in Pre-
Modern Europe as your daily resource information.

Lena Lewis:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Magical Universe: Everyday Ritual and
Magic in Pre-Modern Europe, you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still would
like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't obtain
it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Scott Settle:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Magical Universe: Everyday Ritual and
Magic in Pre-Modern Europe guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book
which can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still



hesitation The Magical Universe: Everyday Ritual and Magic in Pre-Modern Europe as good book not only
by the cover but also by the content. This is one publication that can break don't assess book by its cover, so
do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told
you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Gerald Reed:

The book untitled The Magical Universe: Everyday Ritual and Magic in Pre-Modern Europe contain a lot of
information on this. The writer explains the woman idea with easy technique. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was compiled
by famous author. The author provides you in the new period of time of literary works. It is easy to read this
book because you can read more your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book within anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site and order it.
Have a nice go through.
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