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More than two decades have passed since Chicago published the first volume of
this groundbreaking work in the Religion and Postmodernism series. It quickly
became influential across a wide range of disciplines and helped to make the
tools of poststructuralist thought available to religious studies and theology,
especially in the areas of late medieval and early modern mysticism.
 
Though the second volume remained in fragments at the time of his death,
Michel de Certeau had the foresight to leave his literary executor detailed
instructions for its completion, which formed the basis for the present work.
Together, both volumes solidify Certeau’s place as a touchstone of twentieth-
century literature and philosophy, and continue his exploration of the paradoxes
of historiography; the construction of social reality through practice, testimony,
and belief; the theorization of speech in angelology and glossolalia; and the
interplay of prose and poetry in discourses of the ineffable. This book will be of
vital interest to scholars in religious studies, theology, philosophy, history, and
literature.
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helped to make the tools of poststructuralist thought available to religious studies and theology, especially in
the areas of late medieval and early modern mysticism.
 
Though the second volume remained in fragments at the time of his death, Michel de Certeau had the
foresight to leave his literary executor detailed instructions for its completion, which formed the basis for the
present work. Together, both volumes solidify Certeau’s place as a touchstone of twentieth-century literature
and philosophy, and continue his exploration of the paradoxes of historiography; the construction of social
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Editorial Review

Review

"The Mystic Fable is a work of the first importance in its examination of early modern mystics. It continues
and expands upon Certeau’s life-long project of understanding how we define ourselves in relation to others.
The present, second volume provides an argument for which readers of Certeau have been waiting a long
time—and they will not be disappointed. Certeau himself explained that the first volume of Mystic Fable
traces the constitution of a “new science” (mystical speech) and its enunciation in the speaking subject.  The
second volume, continued Certeau, is the presentation of the contents of this science. Brilliantly and
intelligently edited and introduced by the scholar Luce Giard, Mystic Fable II is the product of a singularly
gifted and innovative philosopher."
(Françoise Meltzer, University of Chicago)

"It is rare, and dazzling, to encounter in one scholar and thinker the erudition, historical range, and
theoretical scope, rigor, and creativity, that are Michel de Certeau's. His Mystic Fable I, published in
Chicago's Religion and Postmodernism Series in English translation in 1992, stood out at the time, and
stands today, as one of our most learned and theoretically significant engagements with late medieval and
early modern mysticism. The translation and publication of this second volume will not simply revisit a
singular voice and moment in the history of twentieth century French thought; it will also renew and expand
that voice for English readers along lines that remain as relevant today as ever. This exceptional and long
awaited work will be received enthusiastically, and put to productive scholarly and pedagogical use, in
contexts including religious studies and theology, philosophy, medieval and early modern history, and
literary studies."
(Thomas Carlson, UC Santa Barbara)

About the Author

Michel de Certeau (1925–86) was a philosopher, historian, and Jesuit. He is the author of The Practice of
Everyday Life, Heterologies: Discourse on the Other, and The Writing of History, in addition to The Mystic
Fable, Volume One and The Possession at Loudun, both published by the University of Chicago Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eleanor Landa:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide The Mystic Fable, Volume Two: The
Sixteenth And Seventeenth Centuries (Religion and Postmodernism) will make you to become smarter. You
can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think which open or
reading some sort of book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have
you trying to find best book or suited book with you?



Araceli Burns:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Mystic Fable,
Volume Two: The Sixteenth And Seventeenth Centuries (Religion and Postmodernism) is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and
need in this era.

Whitney Mallard:

The feeling that you get from The Mystic Fable, Volume Two: The Sixteenth And Seventeenth Centuries
(Religion and Postmodernism) is a more deep you searching the information that hide into the words the
more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The Mystic
Fable, Volume Two: The Sixteenth And Seventeenth Centuries (Religion and Postmodernism) giving you
enjoyment feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by anyone
who read this because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your
own personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having that The Mystic Fable, Volume Two: The
Sixteenth And Seventeenth Centuries (Religion and Postmodernism) instantly.

Florence Davis:

Why? Because this The Mystic Fable, Volume Two: The Sixteenth And Seventeenth Centuries (Religion and
Postmodernism) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it
will shock you with the secret it inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who have write
the book in such amazing way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still
convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you
going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have got such as help
improving your ability and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I
were you I will go to the book store hurriedly.
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