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Increasingly, children grow up hearing two languages from birth. This
comprehensive textbook explains how children learn to understand and speak
those languages. It brings together both established knowledge and the latest
findings about different areas of bilingual language development. It also includes
new analyses of previously published materials. The book describes how
bilingually raised children learn to understand and use sounds, words and
sentences in two languages. A recurrent theme is the large degree of variation
between bilingual children. This variation in how children develop bilingually
reflects the variation in their language learning environments. Positive attitudes
from the people in bilingual children's language learning environments and their
recognition that child bilingualism is not monolingualism-times-two are the main
ingredients ensuring that children grow up to be happy and expert speakers of
two languages.
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Increasingly, children grow up hearing two languages from birth. This comprehensive textbook explains how
children learn to understand and speak those languages. It brings together both established knowledge and
the latest findings about different areas of bilingual language development. It also includes new analyses of
previously published materials. The book describes how bilingually raised children learn to understand and
use sounds, words and sentences in two languages. A recurrent theme is the large degree of variation
between bilingual children. This variation in how children develop bilingually reflects the variation in their
language learning environments. Positive attitudes from the people in bilingual children's language learning
environments and their recognition that child bilingualism is not monolingualism-times-two are the main
ingredients ensuring that children grow up to be happy and expert speakers of two languages.
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Editorial Review

Review

This book has everything the student needs. The survey of the literature is thorough and each study is related
to the core "big issues" of language balance, language differentiation, lexical overlap, and language
interaction. De Houwer explains in detail the use of important tools such as auditory preference measures,
the Communicative Development Inventory, and the CHILDES bilingual database in ways that will allow
the student to begin real research projects. The exposition is crowned by a final chapter on what it means for
two languages to exist harmoniously in the young bilingual. This is a masterful introduction to one of the
fastest growing areas in language studies.

(Brian MacWhinney, Department of Psychology, Carnegie Mellon University, USA)

The study of bilingual first language acquisition has truly come of age with the publication of a first textbook
devoted to this fascinating topic. De Houwer's highly readable volume is both comprehensive and
stimulating in its presentation of various aspects of bilingual language development - a must-read for
students embarking on this field of research.

(Elizabeth Lanza, Department of Linguistics and Scandinavian Studies, University of Oslo, Norway)

A timely contribution to a field gradually coming into its own, this is the first textbook to focus on bilingual
first-language eLl) acquisition. With its userfriendly presentation, this volume should be accessible to an
interdisciplinary readership and could help to popularize the field.

(Virginia Yip, Chinese University of Hong Kong Studies in Second Language Acquisition, Volume 32,
Number 3, September 2010)

About the Author
Annick De Houwer has recently been appointed as Chair of Language Acquisition and Teaching at the
University of Erfurt in Germany. She is also the new Director of the Language Center there. In addition,
Professor De Houwer holds the title of Collaborative Investigator to the Eunice Kennedy Shriver National
Institute of Child Health and Human Development (U.S.A.). Her PhD was based on a dissertation on
bilingual acquisition, a topic she has since continued to work on steadily. Her book The Acquisition of Two
Languages from Birth (CUP, 1990) is widely cited in the bilingual acquisition literature. Dr. De Houwer has
also published on Dutch child language, attitudes towards child language, teen language, and intralingual
subtitling. She has extensive editorial experience.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Tanya Minor:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or info even knowledge



to make them keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know which you should start with. This Bilingual First Language Acquisition (MM
Textbooks) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what
you want and want in this era.

Nancy Brown:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Bilingual First Language Acquisition (MM Textbooks) your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging each and every word written in a publication then become one type conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get prior to. The Bilingual First Language Acquisition (MM Textbooks)
giving you a different experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful facts for your
better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind are
going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this
extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Glen Bass:

This Bilingual First Language Acquisition (MM Textbooks) is great book for you because the content that is
certainly full of information for you who have always deal with world and still have to make decision every
minute. That book reveal it details accurately using great manage word or we can claim no rambling
sentences within it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only will
give you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having
Bilingual First Language Acquisition (MM Textbooks) in your hand like getting the world in your arm, facts
in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer you world in ten or fifteen minute right but this
guide already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?

Danny Solberg:

You may get this Bilingual First Language Acquisition (MM Textbooks) by check out the bookstore or Mall.
Merely viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for ones knowledge.
Kinds of this guide are various. Not only through written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by
means of e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your
publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to
choose proper ways for you.
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