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From a 2-time winner of the Governor General's Literary Award, an intense
novel of loss, memory and the limitless nature of family love.

     Hal Wiens, a retired professor, is mourning the sudden death of his loving
wife, Yo. To get through each day, he relies on the bare comfort of routine and
regular phone calls to his children Dennis and Miriam, who live in distant cities
with their families. One snowy April morning, while drinking coffee with his
Dené friend Owl in south-side Edmonton, he sees a tall man in an orange
downfill jacket walk past on the sidewalk. The jacket, the posture, the head and
hair are unmistakable: it's his beloved oldest son, Gabriel. But it can't be--Gabriel
killed himself 25 years ago. The sighting throws Hal's inert life into tumult.
While trying to track down the man, he is irresistibly compelled to revisit the
diaries, journals and pictures Gabe left behind, to unfold the mystery of his son's
death. Through Gabe's own eyes we begin to understand the covert sensibilities
that corroded the hope and light his family knew in him. As he becomes absorbed
in his son's life, lost on a tide of "relentless memory," Hal's grief--and guilt--is
portrayed with a stunning immediacy, drawing us into a powerful emotional and
spiritual journey. Come Back is a rare and beautiful novel about the humanity of
living and dying, a lyrical masterwork from one of our most treasured writers.
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From a 2-time winner of the Governor General's Literary Award, an intense novel of loss, memory
and the limitless nature of family love.

     Hal Wiens, a retired professor, is mourning the sudden death of his loving wife, Yo. To get through each
day, he relies on the bare comfort of routine and regular phone calls to his children Dennis and Miriam, who
live in distant cities with their families. One snowy April morning, while drinking coffee with his Dené
friend Owl in south-side Edmonton, he sees a tall man in an orange downfill jacket walk past on the
sidewalk. The jacket, the posture, the head and hair are unmistakable: it's his beloved oldest son, Gabriel. But
it can't be--Gabriel killed himself 25 years ago. The sighting throws Hal's inert life into tumult. While trying
to track down the man, he is irresistibly compelled to revisit the diaries, journals and pictures Gabe left
behind, to unfold the mystery of his son's death. Through Gabe's own eyes we begin to understand the covert
sensibilities that corroded the hope and light his family knew in him. As he becomes absorbed in his son's
life, lost on a tide of "relentless memory," Hal's grief--and guilt--is portrayed with a stunning immediacy,
drawing us into a powerful emotional and spiritual journey. Come Back is a rare and beautiful novel about
the humanity of living and dying, a lyrical masterwork from one of our most treasured writers.
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Editorial Review

Review
Praise for Come Back:
"Powerful, at times lyrical, Come Back gives voice to the depth of familial love and the strength of the
human desire for answers in the face of inconsolable loss." Winnipeg Free Press
"Come Back lingers in the reader's mind and heart as a powerful and deeply felt spiritual biography."
Waterloo Regional Record
"A very real portrait of a grief-stricken father trying to piece together his son from unreliable scraps
of information." Edmonton Journal
"Come Back's tone is kind, and maintains an ethic of honesty. Even its starkest passages are underwritten
with a kind of grave acceptance.... But Wiebe's principal achievement in Come Back is his avoidance of
consolation. There is no cure for the pain of premature loss. Longing for the missing loved one will tug at the
heart, call that command in perpetuity. Wiebe makes us attend to the beauty of the call." The Globe and Mail

About the Author

RUDY WIEBE's novels, stories and essays stand at the forefront of Canadian literature. He is an Officer of
the Order of Canada. He has won the Governor General's Literary Award for Fiction twice, for The
Temptations of Big Bear and for A Discovery of Strangers. He is also the co-author of Stolen Life, which won
the Viacom Canada Writers' Trust Non-Fiction Prize, the Saskatchewan Book Award for Non-Fiction and
the Alberta Book Award, and was shortlisted for the Governor General's Literary Award for Non-Fiction.
His memoir, Of This Earth, won the Charles Taylor Prize for Literary Non-Fiction and was a national
bestseller.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jacquelyn Lopez:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching
TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different
you can read a book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day long to
reading a guide. The book Come Back it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended
this book. These were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to develop this book you
can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not
too expensive but this book offers high quality.

Jose Banks:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and



soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to your account is Come Back this guide consist a lot of the information in the condition of
this world now. That book was represented how do the world has grown up. The terminology styles that
writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some investigation when he makes this book.
Here is why this book suited all of you.

William Patterson:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This particular Come Back can give you a lot of close
friends because by you checking out this one book you have issue that they don't and make an individual
more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you
information that perhaps your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than some other make you to be great
men and women. So , why hesitate? Let me have Come Back.

Brandy Godwin:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. From the book Come Back we can get more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? For
being creative person must want to read a book. Only choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't
become doubt to change your life by this book Come Back. You can more pleasing than now.
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