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At a time when the label "conservative" is indiscriminately applied to
fundamentalists, populists, libertarians, fascists, and the advocates of one or
another orthodoxy, this volume offers a nuanced and historically informed
presentation of what is distinctive about conservative social and political thought.
It is an anthology with an argument, locating the origins of modern conservatism
within the Enlightenment and distinguishing between conservatism and
orthodoxy. Bringing together important specimens of European and American
conservative social and political analysis from the mid-eighteenth century
through our own day, Conservatism demonstrates that while the particular
institutions that conservatives have sought to conserve have varied, there are
characteristic features of conservative argument that recur over time and across
national borders.

The book proceeds chronologically through the following sections:
Enlightenment Conservatism (David Hume, Edmund Burke, and Justus Möser),
The Critique of Revolution (Burke, Louis de Bonald, Joseph de Maistre, James
Madison, and Rufus Choate), Authority (Matthew Arnold, James Fitzjames
Stephen), Inequality (W. H. Mallock, Joseph A. Schumpeter), The Critique of
Good Intentions (William Graham Sumner), War (T. E. Hulme), Democracy
(Carl Schmitt, Schumpeter), The Limits of Rationalism (Winston Churchill,
Michael Oakeshott, Friedrich Hayek, Edward Banfield), The Critique of Social
and Cultural Emancipation (Irving Kristol, Peter Berger and Richard John
Neuhaus, Hermann Lübbe), and Between Social Science and Cultural Criticism
(Arnold Gehlen, Philip Rieff). The book contains an afterword on recurrent
tensions and dilemmas of conservative thought.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Editor Jerry Z. Muller argues persuasively in his introduction that conservatism is best understood as a
particularistic ideology rooted in place and time rather than a universal one adhering to a set of Platonic
ideals. In other words, an American conservative today is not the same as a French one from 200 years ago.
But conservatives everywhere do share a number of traits in common, says Muller, including a belief in
human imperfection and the limits of human knowledge, faith in habit and custom, and appreciation for the
utility of religion, if not necessarily the truth of it. Conservatism provides an overview to an important mode
of political thought, and one that will, at the very least, get right-wingers to reflect upon their own first
principles.

Review
"Muller's book is a bracing commentary on the present-day condition of American conservatism, and a
welcome invitation to rethink what conservatives ought to be conserving."--Charles R. Kesler, Wilson
Quarterly

"A smartly designed anthology. Muller is a capable teacher. . . . He brings a freshness to old standbys like
Edmund Burke and James Madison and unearths fascinating conservative passages from Winston Churchill
and several lesser lights. The readings may be the meat of the book, but Muller's take on conservatism is its
lifeblood. His afterword. . . is nothing short of brilliant. . . . Muller's exciting anthology effectively shows
that conservatism, for all its apparent stodginess, is remarkably alive and organic."--John J. Miller, The
Detroit News

"Jerry Muller's thoughtful primer on conservative thinkers from David Hume to the present day is timely. If
the dispossessed of the right feel the need to go back to basics, they could do worse than start here. . . . This
anthology, with Muller's useful introductions to the work of two dozen or so political theorists, reminds us
that conservatism has always been the most amorphous of political philosophies."--Philip Stephens,
Financial Times

"Mr. Miller has covered the bases well, giving a good accounting of the breadth and variety of the subject he
anthologizes."--Stephen Goode, Washington Times

From the Back Cover

"A richly diverse, intelligently designed, and helpfully annotated introduction to the world of conservative
theory. No comparable collection that I know of is as broad and unparochial as this one."--Thomas Pangle,
University of Toronto

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nancy Rush:

The book Conservatism can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything
you want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a book Conservatism? Several of you have a



different opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give many information for us. It is absolutely
right. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you could give for
each other; you may share all of these. Book Conservatism has simple shape but the truth is know: it has
great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by wide open and read a publication. So it
is very wonderful.

Christine Furst:

You can obtain this Conservatism by go to the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it can to be
your solve difficulty if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by
simply written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era similar to
now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your
personal ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Timothy Reed:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book Conservatism was multi-colored and of course has
pictures around. As we know that book Conservatism has many kinds or category. Start from kids until
youngsters. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and
loosen up. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that.

Sherry Francis:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or created from each source that filled update of news.
With this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
trying to find the Conservatism when you necessary it?
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