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Karen Armstrong, bestselling author of A History of God, skillfully narrates this
history of the Crusades with a view toward their profound and continuing
influence.

In 1095 Pope Urban II summoned Christian warriors to take up the cross and
reconquer the Holy Land. Thus began the holy wars that would focus the power
of Europe against a common enemy and become the stuff of romantic legend. In
reality the Crusades were a series of rabidly savage conflicts in the name of piety.
And, as Armstrong demonstrates in this fascinating book, their legacy of
religious violence continues today in the Middle East, where the age-old conflict
of Christians, Jews, and Muslims persists.
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In 1095 Pope Urban II summoned Christian warriors to take up the cross and reconquer the Holy Land. Thus
began the holy wars that would focus the power of Europe against a common enemy and become the stuff of
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as Armstrong demonstrates in this fascinating book, their legacy of religious violence continues today in the
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Judaism, Christianity and Islam--obviously central to Middle East crises today--were also at the crux of the
Crusades nearly 1000 years ago. Maps.
Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Recent historians have convincingly demonstrated that 13th-century European governments institutionalized
three forms of irrational bigotry that have tragically affected the modern world: anti-Semitism, anti-
homosexuality, and anti-Islam. This important book, which brings the perspective of a student of theology
and literature who also knows traditional political history, sees the medieval Crusades as the root of current
Middle East conflicts. Such a view substantiates the historical interpretation. The book attempts a "triple
vision" of the concept of crusade or holy war for Jews, Christians, and Muslims, tracing the religious origins
of conflict among the three peoples to their differing interpretations of scripture, the secular origins to 19th-
century nationalism and imperialism. The result is an erudite, balanced, and lucidly written study which
shows that false images, ridiculous perceptions, and absurd demons have haunted all three peoples. A mine
of useful information on Muslim-Western perceptions of each other, this book for the general reader can be
beneficially read by scholars and Middle Eastern experts.
-Bennett D. Hill, Georgetown Univ., Washington, D.C.
Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"A tour de force. . . . Any reader will come away from this book with a better frame of reference for
assessing today's headlines."  —The Kansas City Star

"Holy War brings compassion, objectivity, breadth, and imagination to the most urgent crisis of our time." 
—The Boston Phoenix

"Erudite, balanced, and lucidly written. . . . [Provides] a mine of useful information on Muslim-Western
perceptions of each other. . . . An important book." —Library Journal

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lorenzo Brown:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you should have this Holy War: The Crusades and Their Impact on Today's World.



Joyce Cassady:

The knowledge that you get from Holy War: The Crusades and Their Impact on Today's World will be the
more deep you digging the information that hide within the words the more you get considering reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Holy War: The Crusades and Their Impact on Today's
World giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in particular way that can be
understood simply by anyone who read this because the author of this book is well-known enough. This
book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go
together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this
Holy War: The Crusades and Their Impact on Today's World instantly.

Nathaniel Mathis:

Exactly why? Because this Holy War: The Crusades and Their Impact on Today's World is an unordinary
book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will surprise you with the
secret this inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
incredible way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to
regret it. This book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book include such as help improving your
ability and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were you I will
go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Albert Lightner:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book Holy War: The Crusades and Their Impact on
Today's World was bright colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Holy War: The
Crusades and Their Impact on Today's World has many kinds or type. Start from kids until young adults. For
example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there.
Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and unwind.
Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading in which.
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