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American or Middle Eastern, Ashkenazi or Sephardi, insular or immersed in
modern life—however diverse their situations or circumstances, Jews draw on
common traditions and texts when they mark life's momentous events and rites of
passage. The interplay of past and present, of individual practice and collective
identity, emerges as a central fact of contemporary Jewish experience in Harvey
E. Goldberg's multifaceted account of how Jews celebrate and observe the cycles
of life. A leading anthropologist of Jewish culture, Goldberg draws on his own
experience as well as classic sources and the latest research to create a nuanced
portrait of Jewish rituals and customs that balances the reality of "ordinary Jews"
with the authority of tradition.

Looking at classic rites of passage such as circumcision and marriage, along with
emerging life-milestone practices like pilgrimage and identity-seeking tourism,
Jewish Passages aptly reflects the remarkable cultural and religious diversity
within Judaism. This work offers a new view of Jewish culture and history with
the individual firmly situated at their center by blending anecdote and historical
vignettes with rabbinic, midrashic, and anthropological insights; by exploring
Sephardi and Ashkenazi traditions as well as modern ideologies; and by bringing
into sharp relief the activities of women and relations with Gentile neighbors. As
such, this book provides a unique window on the particulars—and the
significance—of personal and communal acts of identification among Jews past,
present, and future.
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American or Middle Eastern, Ashkenazi or Sephardi, insular or immersed in modern life—however diverse
their situations or circumstances, Jews draw on common traditions and texts when they mark life's
momentous events and rites of passage. The interplay of past and present, of individual practice and
collective identity, emerges as a central fact of contemporary Jewish experience in Harvey E. Goldberg's
multifaceted account of how Jews celebrate and observe the cycles of life. A leading anthropologist of
Jewish culture, Goldberg draws on his own experience as well as classic sources and the latest research to
create a nuanced portrait of Jewish rituals and customs that balances the reality of "ordinary Jews" with the
authority of tradition.

Looking at classic rites of passage such as circumcision and marriage, along with emerging life-milestone
practices like pilgrimage and identity-seeking tourism, Jewish Passages aptly reflects the remarkable cultural
and religious diversity within Judaism. This work offers a new view of Jewish culture and history with the
individual firmly situated at their center by blending anecdote and historical vignettes with rabbinic,
midrashic, and anthropological insights; by exploring Sephardi and Ashkenazi traditions as well as modern
ideologies; and by bringing into sharp relief the activities of women and relations with Gentile neighbors. As
such, this book provides a unique window on the particulars—and the significance—of personal and
communal acts of identification among Jews past, present, and future.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
In this often fascinating book, Hebrew University anthropologist Goldberg uses his discipline to shed light
on the tremendous diversity within Judaism regarding various passages of life. Drawing on ancient and
modern texts and rituals, he examines the stages along life's way from its beginnings (birth, circumcision and
naming) to its center (marriage, pilgrimage and the creation of identity), and its end (death, mourning and
remembering). For example, Goldberg traces circumcision to its most ancient meanings in biblical times and
then examines the ways that various Jewish communities through history have retained the meaning of
circumcision while adapting the practices associated with it to their own cultural milieu. For example,
Goldberg writes that circumcision among Libyan Sephardim is an elaborate ritual in which the infant boy's
eyes are made up with cosmetics, like a girl's, but a rigid gender separation is otherwise preserved. In his
comments on birth ceremonies and rituals, he restores the role of women to a central place within the Jewish
community by looking at how those ceremonies connect with other aspects of Jewish life. Goldberg
concludes that passages and rituals along the way of the Jewish life cycle not only mark individual identity
but also tie that identity closely to a community. Four appendices contain an outline for a circumcision
ceremony, a ceremony for naming a daughter, a commentary on the tefillin and the shma' [the Shema;
Deuteronomy 6:4-9] and elements of the marriage service and blessing. Despite a sometimes dense academic
tone, Goldberg's richly detailed book offers a marvelous tour of the markers of Jewish life and community.
Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
The cycles of Jewish life that Goldberg examines are beginnings (birth, circumcision, and naming); rituals of
education; marriage; and death, mourning, and remembering. Goldberg writes that life-cycle ceremonies are
one of the axes around which Jewish life is organized. He points out that Jewish practice is also shaped by an
ancient textual tradition, expressed in the Bible and elaborated in the Talmud, which has continued through
the Middle Ages up until the present. Goldberg, a professor at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, explains
the roots of an anthropological approach to Jewish culture, offering readers a distinct portrait of rituals and
customs. A glossary will help readers not familiar with Hebrew words, and four appendixes explain the
circumcision ceremony, the ceremony for naming a daughter, the tefillin, and the elements of the marriage
service. George Cohen
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
"An anthropologist of Jewish culture draws on his own experience, plus classic sources at latest research, to
create a portrait of Jewish rituals and customs."--"The Bookseller"

Users Review

From reader reviews:

George Valentine:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the ability

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of them is this Jewish
Passages: Cycles of Jewish Life.

Gregory Phipps:

This Jewish Passages: Cycles of Jewish Life is great publication for you because the content which can be
full of information for you who have always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it data accurately using great organize word or we can point out no rambling sentences
included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you
with straight forward sentences but tricky core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having
Jewish Passages: Cycles of Jewish Life in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, information in it is
not ridiculous a single. We can say that no e-book that offer you world within ten or fifteen moment right but
this reserve already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt
this?

Michael Walsh:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book
that recommended for your requirements is Jewish Passages: Cycles of Jewish Life this guide consist a lot of
the information of the condition of this world now. This book was represented how do the world has grown
up. The terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made
some analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book suitable all of you.

Blair Chappell:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is called of book
Jewish Passages: Cycles of Jewish Life. Contain your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book,
it can add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware
about e-book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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