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kira-kira (kee ra kee ra): glittering; shining Glittering. That's how Katie
Takeshima's sister, Lynn, makes everything seem. The sky is kira-kira because
its color is deep but see-through at the same time. The sea is kira-kira for the
same reason. And so are people's eyes. When Katie and her family move from a
Japanese community in Iowa to the Deep South of Georgia, it's Lynn who
explains to her why people stop on the street to stare. And it's Lynn who, with
her special way of viewing the world, teaches Katie to look beyond tomorrow.
But when Lynn becomes desperately ill, and the whole family begins to fall
apart, it is up to Katie to find a way to remind them all that there is always
something glittering -- kira-kira -- in the future.
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kira-kira (kee ra kee ra): glittering; shining Glittering. That's how Katie Takeshima's sister, Lynn, makes
everything seem. The sky is kira-kira because its color is deep but see-through at the same time. The sea is
kira-kira for the same reason. And so are people's eyes. When Katie and her family move from a Japanese
community in Iowa to the Deep South of Georgia, it's Lynn who explains to her why people stop on the
street to stare. And it's Lynn who, with her special way of viewing the world, teaches Katie to look beyond
tomorrow. But when Lynn becomes desperately ill, and the whole family begins to fall apart, it is up to Katie
to find a way to remind them all that there is always something glittering -- kira-kira -- in the future.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
In Cynthia Kadohata's lively, lovely, funny and sad novel -- winner of the 2005 Newbery Medal -- the
Japanese-American Takeshima family moves from Iowa to Georgia in the 1950s when Katie, the narrator, is
just in kindergarten. Though her parents endure grueling conditions and impossible hours in the non-
unionized poultry plant and hatchery where they work, they somehow manage to create a loving, stable
home for their three children: Lynn, Katie, and Sammy. Katie's trust in, and admiration for, her older sister
Lynn never falters, even when her sisterly advice doesn't seem to make sense. Lynn teaches her about
everything from how the sky, the ocean, and people's eyes are special to the injustice of racial prejudice. The
two girls dream of buying a house for the family someday and even save $100 in candy money: "Our other
favorite book was Silas Marner. We were quite capitalistic and liked the idea of Silas keeping all that gold
underneath the floorboards." When Lynn develops lymphoma, it's heartbreaking, but through the course of
her worsening illness, Katie does her best to remember Lynn's "kira-kira" (glittery, shining) outlook on life.
Small moments shine the brightest in this poignant story; told beautifully and lyrically in Katie's fresh,
honest voice. (Ages 11 to 14) --Karin Snelson

From School Library Journal
Grade 6-8--Katie's first word is "kira-kira," the Japanese word for "glittering," and she uses it to describe
everything she likes. It was taught to her by her older sister, Lynn, whom Katie worships. Both girls have
trouble adjusting when their parents move the family from Iowa to a small town in rural Georgia, where they
are among only 31 Japanese-Americans. They seldom see their parents, who have grueling jobs in chicken-
processing plants. Then Lynn becomes deathly ill, and Katie is often left to care for her, a difficult and
emotionally devastating job. When her sister dies of lymphoma, Katie searches for ways to live up to her
legacy and to fulfill the dreams she never had a chance to attain. Told from Katie's point of view and set in
the 1950s, this beautifully written story tells of a girl struggling to find her own way in a family torn by
illness and horrendous work conditions. Katie's parents can barely afford to pay their daughter's medical
bills, yet they refuse to join the growing movement to unionize until after Lynn's death. All of the characters
are believable and well developed, especially Katie, who acts as a careful observer of everything that
happens in her family, even though there is a lot she doesn't understand. Especially heartbreaking are the
weeks leading up to Lynn's death, when Katie is exhausted and frustrated by the demands of her sister's
illness, yet willing to do anything to make her happy. Girls will relate to and empathize with the appealing
protagonist.--Ashley Larsen, Woodside Library, CA
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
*Starred Review* Gr. 6-12. Katie Takeshima worships her older sister, Lynn, who knows everything and
takes care of Katie while their parents are working long hours in their small Georgia town in the late 1950s.
It's Lynn who shows Katie the glittering beauty (kira-kira) of the stars and who prepares Katie for the
prejudice she will encounter as one of the few Japanese American kids in their school. But when Katie is 10,
Lynn, 14, falls ill, and everything changes. Slowly the roles are reversed; Katie becomes caregiver and does
what Lynn has taught her. There's no surprise. It's clear that Lynn will die, and Katie goes through all the
stages of grief. The real story is in the small details, never self-consciously "poetic" but tense with family
drama. In her first novel for young people, Kadohata stays true to the child's viewpoint in plain, beautiful
prose that can barely contain the passionate feelings. Just as heart wrenching as the sisters' story is what
Katie knows of her father's struggle, whether it's his backbreaking work in the factory or his love for his
family. The quiet words will speak to readers who have lost someone they love--or fear that they could.

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Hazel Rochman
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michelle Beltran:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a while
is reading. Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than
other is high. For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you that Kira-Kira book as
beginning and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Dolly Taylor:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title Kira-Kira suitable to
you? Typically the book was written by famous writer in this era. The book untitled Kira-Kirais the main of
several books that will everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a lot of people in the world.
When you read this guide you will enter the new age that you ever know just before. The author explained
their thought in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this publication. This
book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the
world in this particular book.

Julia Jenkins:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well as playing video
games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read some sort of
book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the entire day to
reading a guide. The book Kira-Kira it is quite good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this
book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space bringing this
book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from your smart phone. The
price is not too expensive but this book provides high quality.

Gail Nugent:

You can obtain this Kira-Kira by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it might to be your
solve problem if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by
means of written or printed and also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era like now,
you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your
personal ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately
make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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