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In the 1960s, a group of Los Angeles artists fashioned a body of work that has
come to be known as the “LA Look” or West Coast Minimalism. Its distinct
aesthetic is characterized by clean lines, simple shapes, and pristine reflective or
translucent surfaces, and often by the use of bright, seductive colors. While the
role of materials and processes in the advent of these truly indigenous Los
Angeles art forms has often been commented on, it has never been studied in
depth — until now.
 
Made in Los Angeles focuses on four pioneers of West Coast Minimalism —
Larry Bell, Robert Irwin, Craig Kauffman, and John McCracken — whose
working methods, often borrowed from other industries, featured the use of
synthetic paints and resins as well as industrial processes to create objects that
are both painting and sculpture. Bell, for example, coated plate glass with films
of material that alter the way the light is absorbed, reflected, and transmitted,
while Kauffman employed a process usually reserved for commercial signs for
his work. McCracken coated plywood with fiberglass then spray painted it with
countless layers of automotive paints, and Irwin spray-painted discs of hammered
aluminum or vacuum-formed plastics. The detailed study of each artist’s work is
presented in the context of the emergence of modern art in Los Angeles, the
burgeoning mid-twentieth-century gallery scene, and the light-infused LA
cityscape.
 
Initially undertaken as part of the Pacific Standard Time: Art in L.A.1945–1980
initiative, this volume combines technical art history and scientific analysis to
investigate conservation issues associated with the work of these artists, which
are often emblematic of issues in the conservation of contemporary art in general.
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In the 1960s, a group of Los Angeles artists fashioned a body of work that has come to be known as the “LA
Look” or West Coast Minimalism. Its distinct aesthetic is characterized by clean lines, simple shapes, and
pristine reflective or translucent surfaces, and often by the use of bright, seductive colors. While the role of
materials and processes in the advent of these truly indigenous Los Angeles art forms has often been
commented on, it has never been studied in depth — until now.
 
Made in Los Angeles focuses on four pioneers of West Coast Minimalism — Larry Bell, Robert Irwin, Craig
Kauffman, and John McCracken — whose working methods, often borrowed from other industries, featured
the use of synthetic paints and resins as well as industrial processes to create objects that are both painting
and sculpture. Bell, for example, coated plate glass with films of material that alter the way the light is
absorbed, reflected, and transmitted, while Kauffman employed a process usually reserved for commercial
signs for his work. McCracken coated plywood with fiberglass then spray painted it with countless layers of
automotive paints, and Irwin spray-painted discs of hammered aluminum or vacuum-formed plastics. The
detailed study of each artist’s work is presented in the context of the emergence of modern art in Los
Angeles, the burgeoning mid-twentieth-century gallery scene, and the light-infused LA cityscape.
 
Initially undertaken as part of the Pacific Standard Time: Art in L.A.1945–1980 initiative, this volume
combines technical art history and scientific analysis to investigate conservation issues associated with the
work of these artists, which are often emblematic of issues in the conservation of contemporary art in
general.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Rachel Rivenc is an associate scientist at the Getty Conservation Institute.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Susan Gagnon:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of guide you read, if you
want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy read one having
theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual Made in Los Angeles: Materials, Processes, and
the Birth of West Coast Minimalism is kind of publication which is giving the reader unstable experience.

William Fuller:

You could spend your free time to study this book this book. This Made in Los Angeles: Materials,
Processes, and the Birth of West Coast Minimalism is simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the
beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not include much space to bring often the printed book, you can
buy the particular e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone.
Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Tracy Gardiner:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's
spirit or real their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as
can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your
needs. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways
to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Made in Los Angeles: Materials, Processes, and the Birth of West
Coast Minimalism can make you truly feel more interested to read.

Scott Tucker:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So



you know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update regarding something by
book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these
claims Made in Los Angeles: Materials, Processes, and the Birth of West Coast Minimalism.
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