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The elusive narrator of this beautifully written, complex, and powerfully
disconcerting novel is the scion of a decayed aristocratic family from the farther
reaches of the defunct Austro-Hungarian Empire. In five psychologically fraught
episodes, he revisits his past, from adolescence to middle age, a period that
coincides with the twentieth-century’s ugliest years. Central to each episode is
what might be called the narrator’s Jewish Question. He is no Nazi. To the
contrary, he is apolitical, accommodating, cosmopolitan. He has Jewish friends
and Jewish lovers, and their Jewishness is a matter of abiding fascination to him.
His deepest and most defining relationship may even be the strange dance of
attraction and repulsion that throughout his life he has conducted with this
forbidden, desired, inescapable, imaginary Jewish other. And yet it is just his
relationship that has blinded him to–and makes him complicit in–the terrible
realities his era.

Lyrical, witty, satirical, and unblinking, Gregor von Rezzori’s most controversial
work is an intimate foray into the emotional underworld of modern European
history.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Unsparing in its presentation of the convenient attitudes that sanction the vilest regimes, Memoirs turns
self-implication into a subtle and ferocious ethic and teaches that none of us is free from casual, dangerous
moral lapses.” —Greg Jackson, The Guardian 

"Rezzori has a remarkable lyric gift that he uses to describe the wide expanses of Bukovina. In a series of
beautiful set pieces, he evokes the vanishing world of Germanic chivalry, already in its last stages of
degeneration into the debased kitsch that the Nazis would exploit, the emerging commercial melee of post-
war Bucharest with its Armenian and Jewish shopkeepers and its red light district; and shabby-genteel
Vienna, where he socializes almost exclusively with Jewish artists and musicians." --NextBook

 

"In his remarkable Memoirs of an Anti-Semite: A Novel in Five Stories...von Rezzori brought his lost
homeland back to life so sharply and in such pungent detail that we feel from the first sentences as though
we have lived there ourselves...For all its poignancy, Memoirs is no foray into nostalgia but a deliberately
fragmented, and often quite funny, version of the classic German bildungsroman' — what might be termed
the novel of formative influences." -The New York Sun

 

" A superb and unsettling satirical novel from 1979, in which the cosmopolitan and apolitical narrator
exposes the ugliness of 20th-century Europe through his attraction-repulsion obsession with Jews." -Martin
Levin, The Globe & Mail

 

“Gregor von Rezzori, in his newly reissued novel Memoirs of an Anti-Semite, meshes the micro and macro
versions of interwar anti-Semitism very skillfully indeed... [a] welcome new edition in the library of classics
kept evergreen by The New York Review of Books... Writing as he did from the wreckage of postwar
Europe, Gregor von Rezzori could claim the peculiar distinction of being one of the few survivors to treat
this ultimate catastrophe in the mild language of understatement. This is what still gives his novel the power
to shock.” –Christopher Hitchens, The Atlantic

 

Gregor von Rezzori’s “novels and memoirs revealed the tragic sweep of European history through two world
wars and beyond.” –The New York Times (Michael Kaufmann, Obituary)

 

“The last great remembrancer of a region that has vanished from the map and mind of Europe.” –The New
York Review of Books (Michael Ignatieff)



 

A “rich, disquietingly good book…these stories…are wonderfully intricate in character and texture, studded
with observation” –The New York Times (Stanley Kauffmann)

 

“A literature in which the author envisions himself as a character in a design arranged from the data of his
life as another author might arrange items from fictitious notes…He is an artist, devilishly honest, stubborn,
the creator and the created of an artwork about a survivor…It is through Mr. von Rezzori’s art, rather than
through any vanity or apology, that we are enlightened.” –The New York Times Book Review (Stanley
Kauffmann)

 

“Here is a work that tackles–without reproof, without illusions, and without shallow moral judgments; by
turns, engaged and detached, funny and sad, tender and heartless–the phenomenon of anti-Semitism, and its
correlative anti-Goyism, the double tragedy of banal misunderstandings that changed the face of Europe and
the world.” –Bruce Chatwin

 

“What we recall…is the breathtaking richness of the history it recounts and the extraordinary way it makes
time pass by…Yet it is not alone for the vividness of its settings and characters that we attend to Memoirs of
an Anti-Semite. We also savor the sound of the author’s voice, an extraordinary blend of bitter self-
denigration and sweet recollection. We relish his haunting evocations of twilight…and of course we an never
avert our eyes from the dissection of anti-Semitism that keeps going on in the background–a dissection that
amounts to an anatomy of Central Europe in the 20th century.” –The New York Times (Christopher
Lehmann-Haupt)

 

“The ‘I’ in these pages–ambitious dreamer, insatiable lover, solitary night-wanderer–achieves more than
catharsis: he comes to vivid, full life in the mind of the reader. The gloriously rendered settings…are an
opulent banquet table spread for every taste.” –Die Welt

Language Notes
Text: English, German (translation)

From the Inside Flap
Set in Central Europe between World Wars I and II, this work comprises five interrelated stories that depict
one man's ambivalent, at times obsessive, relations with Jewish friends and lovers--including his Jewish
wife.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Geraldine Dube:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people



in the world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great and also important the book Memoirs of an Anti-Semite: A
Novel in Five Stories (New York Review Books (Paperback)). All type of book can you see on many
solutions. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Ricardo Hayward:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This Memoirs of an Anti-Semite: A Novel in Five Stories (New York
Review Books (Paperback)) book is readable simply by you who hate those straight word style. You will
find the information here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving even decrease the
knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer regarding Memoirs of an Anti-Semite: A Novel in Five
Stories (New York Review Books (Paperback)) content conveys the idea easily to understand by many
individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different by means of it. So
, do you even now thinking Memoirs of an Anti-Semite: A Novel in Five Stories (New York Review Books
(Paperback)) is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Carol Stripling:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving Memoirs of an Anti-
Semite: A Novel in Five Stories (New York Review Books (Paperback)) that give your pleasure preference
will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the
opportunity for people to know world much better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be
claimed constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to
possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good habit, you could pick
Memoirs of an Anti-Semite: A Novel in Five Stories (New York Review Books (Paperback)) become your
starter.

Melody Herrera:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library
or make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or real
their passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know
that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Memoirs of an Anti-Semite: A Novel in Five Stories (New York Review Books
(Paperback)) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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